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STATE OF NEW YORK

5172
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
May 3, 2011

Introduced by Sen. RITCH E -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Agriculture

AN ACT to anend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to unlawf ul
tanpering with farm ani mal s

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The agriculture and markets |aw is anmended by addi ng a new
section 378-a to read as foll ows:

S 378-A. UNLAWFUL TAMPERI NG W TH FARM ANI MALS. 1. DEFI NI Tl ONS. FOR
THE PURPOSES OF THI' S SECTI ON, THE FOLLOW NG TERMS SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOW
| NG MEANI NGS:

(A "FARM ANI MAL" MEANS ANY WARM OR COLD BLOODED ANI MAL WHI CH | S BEI NG
USED | N THE PRODUCTI ON OF FOOD OR FI BER FOR AGRI CULTURAL PURPCSES.

(B) "FARM' MEANS ANY BUI LDI NG STRUCTURE, VEHI CLE, PASTURE, PADDOCK,
POND, | MPOUNDMENT AREA, LAND OR PROPERTY UPON WHI CH FARM AN MALS ARE
HOUSED, CARED FOR, GRAZED OR BRED.

(© "RELEASE" MEANS TO | NTENTI ONALLY SET FREE FROM ANY FARM ANY FARM
ANI MAL W THOUT ANY RI GHT, TITLE, OR CLAI M THERETO.

(D) "PERSON' MEANS ANY | NDI VIDUAL, FIRM ORGAN ZATI ON, PARTNERSHI P,
ASSCCI ATI ON OR CORPCRATI ON, | NCLUDI NG EMPLOYEES OF THE FARM

(E) "NOTICE'" MEANS TO PROVIDE | NFORVATI ON AND DI SCLOSURE, THROUGH
POSTI NG AT A CENTRALI ZED LOCATI ON ON THE FARM THROUGH NOTI CE | N WRI Tl NG
OR ORALLY TO THE PERSON, OR PROM NENTLY POSTING SUCH NOTICE UPON OR
| MVEDI ATELY ADJACENT TO THE ENTRY TO THE FARM

(F)  "UNLAWFUL TAMPERI NG' MEANS ANY | NTERFERENCE W TH A FARM ANl MAL OR
FARM THROUGH THE | NJECTI ON OF ANY UNAUTHORI ZED SUBSTANCE, THE RELEASE OF
A FARM ANI MAL, THE UNAUTHORI ZED FEEDI NG OR UNAUTHORI ZED VIDEO, AUDI O
RECORDI NG OR PHOTOGRAPHY DONE W THOUT THE FARM OAMNER S WRI TTEN CONSENT.

2. ANY PERSON WHO, AFTER NOTI CE HAS BEEN G VEN THAT THE FARM PROHI BI TS
UNLAWFUL TAMPERI NG  KNOW NGLY OR | NTENTI ONALLY DOES SUCH IS GUILTY OF
UNLAWFUL TAMPERI NG WTH A FARM ANI VAL, A M SDEMEANOR PUNI SHABLE BY A

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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TERM OF | MPRI SONVENT FOR UP TO ONE YEAR OR A FINE OF UP TO ONE THOUSAND
DOLLARS.

3. ANY PERSON WHO VIOLATES ANY PROVISION OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE
LI ABLE I N ANY COURT OF COVPETENT JURI SDI CTI ON, | NCLUDING SMALL CLAI M5
COURT, |IN AN AMOUNT EQUAL TO THE DAMAGES SUSTAI NED AS A RESULT OF SUCH
VI OLATI ON, | NCLUDI NG ATTORNEY' S FEES AND COSTS, VETERI NARI AN S FEES AND
COSTS, AND THE COST OF PURCHASI NG A REPLACEMENT FARM ANI MAL | F APPLI CA-
BLE.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



