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STATE OF NEW YORK

5140
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
May 3, 2011

Introduced by Sens. FARLEY, GRIFFO GRISANTI -- read tw ce and ordered
printed, and when printed to be commtted to the Commttee on Investi -
gati ons and Governnent Operations

AN ACT to anend the tax law, in relation to establishing the taxpayer
refund choice act and affirmng the right of state residents to
recei ve personal income tax refunds in the manner in which they choose
and requiring the departnment of taxation and finance to fully describe
any debit card or direct deposit program

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "taxpayer
refund choi ce act™".

S 2. The tax law is anended by adding a new section 3013 to read as
fol | ows:

S 3013. METHOD OF PAYMENT OF PERSONAL | NCOVE TAX REFUNDS; NOTICE. (A)
NOTW THSTANDI NG THE ADOPTI ON BY THE COW SSI ONER OF ANY PREPAID DEBIT
CARD OR DIRECT DEPCSIT PROGRAM FOR PAYMENT OF PERSONAL | NCOVE TAX
REFUNDS, ALL TAXPAYERS ARE ENTI TLED:

(1) TO CHOOSE THE MEANS OF PAYMENT OF PERSONAL | NCOVE TAX REFUNDS,
| NCLUDI NG THE RI GHT TO RECEI VE A PAPER CHECK; AND

(2) TO OPT OQUT OF ANY PREPAI D DEBI T CARD OR DI RECT DEPCSI T PROGRAM FOR
PAYMENT OF TAX REFUNDS.

(B) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PROVI DE TAXPAYERS W TH A CLEAR WRI TTEN STATE-
MENT SETTI NG FORTH THE TAXPAYER S RI GHT:

(1) TO CHOOSE THE MEANS BY WHI CH THE TAXPAYER MAY RECElI VE TAX REFUND
PAYMENTS, | NCLUDI NG THE RI GHT TO RECEI VE A PAPER CHECK; AND

(2) TO OPT OQUT OF ANY PREPAI D DEBI T CARD OR DI RECT DEPCSI T PROGRAM

(© IN THE EVENT THAT THE COWM SSI ONER ELECTS TO | MPLEMENT A PROGRAM
PROVI DI NG FOR PAYMENT OF PERSONAL | NCOVE TAX REFUNDS BY PREPAI D DEBI T
CARD OR DI RECT DEPCSI T TO A DESI GNATED ACCOUNT OF THE TAXPAYER, THE
DEPARTMENT SHALL AMEND THE FORMS USED TO FILE PERSONAL | NCOVE TAX

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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RETURNS TO REFLECT, I N THE AREA DESI GNATED FOR SELECTI ON OF OPTIONS FOR
PROCESSI NG OF REFUNDS, THAT THE TAXPAYER HAS THE OPTI ON OF RECEI VING HI S
OR HER TAX REFUND BY PERSONAL CHECK AND SHALL PROVI DE A BOX WHI CH THE
TAXPAYER MAY CHECK TO SELECT THAT OPTI ON.

(D) IN ANY WRITTEN NOTI CE REGARDI NG A PREPAI D DEBI T CARD OR DI RECT
DEPCSI T PROGRAM FOR THE PAYMENT OF TAX REFUNDS, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL
DESCRI BE TO TAXPAYERS ALL OF THE FEATURES OF THE DI RECT DEPCSIT OR DEBI T
CARD PROGRAM (E. G, W THDRAWAL AT ANY ATM OR PO NT- OF- SALE USE), | NCLUD
ING ANY FEE OR FEES WHI CH MAY BE CHARGED TO THE TAXPAYER | N ACCESSI NG
H S OR HER TAX REFUND.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



