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STATE OF NEW YORK

481
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
( PREFI LED)
January 5, 2011

Introduced by Sen. DIAZ -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on Aging

AN ACT in relation to increasing access to nedicines for needy seniors
through the outreach to and enrollnent of eligible Medicare benefici-
aries in the Medicaid program

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "nedicaid
outreach and enroll nment for qualifying nmedicare beneficiaries progrant

S 2. Legislative findings and intent. The |l|egislature finds and
decl ares that alnost thirty percent of medicare enroll ees have no cover-
age for pharnmaceuticals. O that nunmber nearly twenty-five percent are
living below the federal poverty level. Under the medicaid program the
state of New York provides pharnaceutical coverage for qualifying indi-
viduals. There are many nedi care beneficiaries in New York that qualify
for nedicaid services but are not enrolled and participating in the
program The legislature further finds that the nedicaid outreach and
enrol | ment for qualifying medicare beneficiaries program wll identify
those nedicare enrollees who are eligible for nedicaid services, but are
not participating, through outreach initiatives.

S 3. Medicaid outreach and enrol |l nent program There is hereby estab-

i shed the nedicaid outreach and enrol |l ment program ("progrant). The
program shall be adm nistered by the departnent of health. The depart-
ment of health shall inplenment and administer the program through the

devel opnent of outreach initiatives to identify nedicaid-eligible nedi-
care beneficiaries who are not participating in the nedicaid program and
to pronote and encourage enroll ment of these eligible individuals in the
nmedi caid program Initiatives may include, but shall not be limted to,
mai | i ngs, advertisenents, public service announcenents, literature
di ssemi nati on and comunity outreach.
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S 4. The departnent of health shall report to the | egislature on an
annual basis conmencing one year after the inplenmentation of the
provi sions of the program The report shall include the baseline nunber
of nmedi care beneficiaries who were nedicaid eligible at the begi nning of
the previous vyear; the nunber of nedicaid-eligible beneficiaries who
were medi care beneficiaries who were targeted via the program the
nunber of medicaid-eligible medicare beneficiaries who enrolled in nedi-
caid in a given year and any information of enrollnent via the program
a description of the outreach initiatives utilized by the program and a
detail ed accounting of how funding was utilized.

S 5. This act shall take effect immediately.



