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STATE OF NEW YORK

4626
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
April 13, 2011

Introduced by Sen. KLEIN -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to enacting the
“medi cal nal practice savings act"”

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "nedica
mal practi ce savings act".

S 2. Legislative findings. From 2003 to 2009, New Yor k- Presbyterian
Hospital /Weill Cornell Medical Center inplemented a  conprehensive
obstetric patient safety programin order to reduce nedical errors and
i nprove patient care. To evaluate its effect on conpensation paynents
and sentinel events, data was gathered on nedical nalpractice conpen-
sation paynents and sentinel events retrospectively from 2003, when the
program was initiated, through 2009. Average yearly nedical mal practice
conpensation paynments decreased from $27, 591, 610 between 2003-2006 to
$2, 550,136 between 2007-2009, while sentinel events decreased fromb5 in
2000 to none in 2008 and 2009. dCearly, instituting a conprehensive
obstetric patient safety programincreases patient safety and decreases
nmedi cal mal practi ce conpensati on paynents. The success of the New York-
Presbyterian Hospital/Will Cornell Medical Center conprehensive obstet-
ric patient safety program should be replicated throughout the state
under the direction and gui dance of the departnent of health.

S 3. The public health law is anended by adding a new section 2803-t
to read as foll ows:

S 2803-T. COWREHENSI VE OBSTETRI C PATIENT SAFETY PROGRAMS. 1. THE
COW SSI ONER, DRAW NG ON THE EXAMPLE OF THE OBSTETRICS SAFETY PROGRAM
| MPLEMENTED BY NEW YORK- PRESBYTERI AN HOSPI TAL/ WEI LL  CORNELL MEDI CAL
CENTER AS DESCRI BED | N THE FEBRUARY 2011 | SSUE OF THE AMERI CAN JOURNAL
OF OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY, SHALL PROMULGATE RULES AND REGULATI ONS
REQUI RI NG ALL FACI LI TIES W TH OBSTETRI CAL PROGRAMS LI CENSED UNDER THI' S

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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ARTI CLE TO ESTABLISH AND | MPLEMENT A COVPREHENSI VE OBSTETRI CS SAFETY
PROGRAM TO REDUCE MEDI CAL ERRORS AND | MPROVE PATI ENT OUTCOVES.

2. ALL COVERED FACI LITIES SHALL BE REQUI RED TO REPORT THE RESULTS OF
SUCH PROGRAMS, | NCLUDI NG DEATHS, | NJURIES AND MALPRACTI CE PAYMENTS AND
OTHER MALPRACTICE COSTS TO THE COWM SSI ONER AND SUCH | NFORMATI ON SHALL
BE MADE AVAI LABLE TO THE GOVERNOR AND LEG SLATURE | N AN ANNUAL REPORT.
FAILURE TO | MPLEMENT A COVPREHENSI VE OBSTETRI CAL SAFETY PROGRAM AND/ OR
FAI LURE TO REPORT THE SAFETY AND MALPRACTICE EXPERIENCE OF SUCH A
PROGRAM SHALL BE GROUNDS FOR THE COWM SSI ONER TO | NVESTI GATE THE STAND-
ARD OF CARE AT SUCH A HOSPI TAL AND TAKE APPROPRI ATE CORRECTIVE AND
DI SCI PLI NARY ACTI ON.

S 4. This act shall take effect inmediately provided, however, that
t he conmi ssioner of health shall pronulgate any necessary rules and
regul ati ons within one hundred eighty days after such effective date.



