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STATE OF NEW YORK

370
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
( PREFI LED)
January 5, 2011

Introduced by Sen. MONTGOMERY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and
when printed to be conmtted to the Cormittee on Children and Famlies

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to establishing the
youth in progress advisory board and regional teans for adol escents in
foster care for the state

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Article 6 of the social services law is anmended by adding a
new title 1-B to read as foll ows:

TITLE 1-B
YOUTH | N PROGRESS

SECTI ON 394. YOQUTH | N PROGRESS.

S 394. YOQUTH I N PROGRESS. 1. THE YOUTH I N PROGRESS STATEW DE ADVI SORY
BOARD | S HEREBY ESTABLI SHED FOR THE PURPOSES OF BRI NG NG TOGETHER YOUTH
AGE FOURTEEN AND OLDER WHO ARE OR HAVE BEEN I N FOSTER CARE IN ORDER TO
DI SCUSS COVMON EXPERI ENCES, |DEAS AND CONCERNS. THE LOCAL SOCI AL
SERVI CES DEPARTMENTS, AUTHORI ZED AGENCI ES SERVI NG ADOLESCENTS I N FOSTER
CARE, THE OFFI CE OF CHI LDREN AND FAM LY SERVI CES, AND CONTRACTORS OF THE
OFFICE MAY RECRU T APPRCOPRIATE YOUTH TO PARTICI PATE I N THE YOUTH I N
PROGRESS ADVI SORY BOARD AND REG ONAL TEAMS ON A VOLUNTARY BASI S.

2. THE OFFI CE OF CH LDREN AND FAM LY SERVICES SHALL FACI LI TATE THE
FORVATI ON OF REG ONAL YOUTH | N PROGRESS TEAMS AND ASSI ST | N | DENTI FYI NG
AN ADULT MENTOR FOR EACH YOUTH TEAM MEMBER. THE REGQ ONAL YOUTH I[N
PROGRESS TEAMS AND ADULT MENTORS SHALL MEET ON A REGULAR BASI S AND SHALL
CONDUCT PERI CDI C REGQ ONAL FORUMS FOR FOSTER CARE YOUTH TO SPEAK OUT ON
| SSUES OF | NTEREST TO ADOLESCENTS | N FOSTER CARE

3. THE YOUTH | N PROGRESS STATEW DE ADVI SORY BOARD, SHALL | NCLUDE A
REPRESENTATI VE FROM THE REGQ ONAL TEAMS THAT W LL ADVI SE THE OFFI CE OF

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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CHI LDREN AND FAM LY SERVI CES AND THE COUNCI L ON CHI LDREN AND FAM LI ES ON
| SSUES RELATI NG TO FOSTER CARE. IN EACH OF THE SIX OFFICE OF CHI LDREN
AND FAM LY SERVI CES REG ONS THE YOUTH | N PROGRESS REG ONAL TEAM OR TEAMS
SHALL NOM NATE UP TO FOUR YOUTH MEMBERS AND THEI R ADULT MENTORS TO
PARTI Cl PATE | N THE STATEW DE YOUTH I N PROGRESS ADVI SORY BOARD. I N ADDI -
TION, FOUR YOUTH CURRENTLY OR FORMERLY PLACED W TH THE OFFI CE OF CHI L-
DREN AND FAM LY SERVI CES' DI VI SI ON OF JUVENI LE JUSTI CE AND OPPORTUNI Tl ES
FOR YOUTH SHALL BE SELECTED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE STATEWDE YOUTH IN
PROGRESS ADVI SORY BOARD, TO BE MEMBERS OF THE ADVI SORY BOARD S MEMBER-
SHI P. THE STATEW DE YOUTH | N PROGRESS ADVI SORY BOARD SHALL HAVE UP TO
TVENTY- El GHT YOUTH PARTI Cl PANTS AND SHALL MEET AT LEAST THREE Tl MES EACH
YEAR.

4. (A THE STATEWDE VYOUTH |IN PROGRESS BOARD MAY | SSUE AN ANNUAL
REPORT W TH | TS RECOMMENDATI ONS ON | SSUES OF | NTEREST TO ADOLESCENTS I N
FOSTER CARE. THE REPORT MAY | NCLUDE OTHER | NFORMATI ON ON THE ACTI VI TI ES
OF THE YOUTH I N PROGRESS BOARD. THE OFFICE OF CH LDREN AND FAMLY
SERVI CES SHALL PROVIDE TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE TO THE STATEW DE YOUTH I N
PROGRESS BOARD, | NCLUDING DISTRIBUTION OF THE ANNUAL REPORT. SUCH
REPORTS SHALL BE MADE AVAI LABLE TO THE PUBLI C AND SHALL BE SUBM TTED TO
THE GOVERNOR, THE LEG SLATURE, THE DI RECTOR OF THE COUNCI L ON CHI LDREN
AND FAM LI ES, AND THE MEMBER AGENCIES OF THE COUNCIL ON CH LDREN AND
FAM LI ES. THE CONTENTS OF THE YOUTH | N PROGRESS ANNUAL REPORT SHALL BE
SOLELY THE WORK PRODUCT OF THE YOUTH I N PROGRESS BOARD AND I TS MEMBERS,
AND SHALL NOT BE REVI SED OR EDI TED BY THE OFFI CE OF CHI LDREN AND FAM LY
SERVI CES.

(B) AT LEAST SI XTY DAYS PRIOR TO THE COM SSIONER OF THE OFFICE OF
CH LDREN AND FAMLY SERVICES FINAL APPROVAL OF RULES AND REGULATI ONS
PERTAI NI NG TO FOSTER CARE OR SERVI CES FOR ADOLESCENTS WHO ARE OR HAVE
BEEN |IN FOSTER CARE, OTHER THAN EMERGENCY RULES AND REGULATI ONS, THE
COW SSI ONER SHALL SUBM T THE PROPOSED RULES AND REGULATIONS TO THE
STATEWDE YOUTH IN PROGRESS ADVI SORY BOARD FOR REVI EW THE STATEW DE
YOUTH | N PROGRESS BOARD MAY REPORT | TS RECOMMENDATI ONS THEREON TO THE
COW SSI ONER  OF THE OFFI CE OF CHI LDREN AND FAM LY SERVI CES W THI N SI XTY
DAYS.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



