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I N SENATE
February 28, 2011

Introduced by Sen. ADAMS -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Transportation -- recom
mtted to the Committee on Transportation in accordance with Senate
Rule 6, sec. 8 -- comittee discharged, bill anmended, ordered

reprinted as anmended and reconmtted to said commttee

AN ACT to amend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to adding a
bi cycl e safety conponent to the pre-licensing driver's education
course

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subparagraph (i) of paragraph (a) and paragraphs (b) and
(d) of subdivision 4 of section 502 of the vehicle and traffic |aw,
subpar agraph (i) of paragraph (a) as anmended by chapter 458 of the |aws
of 2011 and paragraphs (b) and (d) as anmended by chapter 585 of the | aws
of 2002, are anmended and a new paragraph (c-3) is added to read as
fol | ows:

(i) Upon subm ssion of an application for a driver's |license, the
applicant shall be required to take and pass a test, or submt evidence
of passage of a test, with respect to the laws relating to traffic, the
laws relating to driving while ability is inpaired and while intoxicat-
ed, under the overpowering influence of "Road Rage", or "Wrk Zone Safe-
ty" awareness as defined by the comm ssioner, the lawrelating to exer-
cising due care to avoid colliding with a parked, stopped or standing
aut hori zed energency vehicle or hazard vehicle pursuant to section el ev-
en hundred forty-four-a of this chapter, the ability to read and conpre-
hend traffic signs and synbols, BI CYCLE AND PEDESTRI AN SAFETY and such
other matters as the conm ssioner nay prescribe, and to satisfactorily
conpl ete a course prescribed by the conm ssioner of not less than four
hours and not nore than five hours, consisting of classroomdriver
trai ning and hi ghway safety instruction or the equivalent thereof. Such
test shall include at |east seven witten questions concerning the

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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ef fects of consunption of alcohol or drugs on the ability of a person to
operate a notor vehicle and the |l egal and financial consequences result-
ing fromviolations of section eleven hundred ninety-two of this chap-
ter, prohibiting the operation of a notor vehicle while under the influ-
ence of alcohol or drugs. Such test shall include one or nore witten
guestions concerning the devastating effects of "Road Rage" on the abil -
ity of a person to operate a notor vehicle and the legal and financia

consequences resulting fromassaulting, threatening or interfering with
the | awful conduct of another person legally wusing the roadway. Such
test shall include one or nore questions concerning the potentia

dangers to persons and equi prent resulting fromthe unsafe operation of
a notor vehicle in a work zone. Such test may include one or nore ques-
tions concerning the I aw for exercising due care to avoid colliding with
a parked, stopped or standing authorized energency vehicle or hazard
vehi cl e pursuant to section eleven hundred forty-four-a of this chapter.

SUCH TEST SHALL |NCLUDE ONE OR MORE QUESTI ONS CONCERNI NG BI CYCLE AND
PEDESTRI AN SAFETY. Such test shall be adm nistered by the conmm ssioner.

The comm ssioner shall cause the applicant to take a vision test and a
test for color blindness. Upon passage of the vision test, the applica-
tion may be accepted and the application fee shall be payable.

(b) Upon successful conpletion of the requirenents set forth in para-
graph (a) of this subdivision which shall include an alcohol and drug
educati on conponent as described in paragraph (c) of this subdivision, a
"Road Rage" awareness conponent as described in paragraph (c-1) of this
subdi vision [and], a "Wrk Zone Safety" awareness conponent as descri bed
i n paragraph (c-2) of this subdivision, AND A "BICYCLE AND PEDESTRI AN
SAFETY" COVPONENT AS DESCRI BED | N PARAGRAPH (C-3) OF THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON
t he conmi ssioner shall cause the applicant to take a road test in a
representative vehicle of a type prescribed by the comm ssioner which
shall be appropriate to the type of license for which application is
made, except that the comm ssioner may waive the road test requirenents
for certain classes of applicants. The conm ssioner shall have the power
to establish a programto allow persons other than enployees of the
departnment to conduct road tests in representative vehicles when such
tests are required for applicants to obtain a class A, Bor C |license.
If she chooses to do so, she shall set forth her reasons in witing and
conduct a public hearing on the matter. She shall only establish such a
program after hol ding the public hearing.

(C-3) "BICYCLE AND PEDESTRI AN SAFETY" COWVPONENT. (1) THE COWM SSI ONER
SHALL PROVI DE | N THE PRE- LI CENSI NG COURSE, SET FORTH I N PARAGRAPH (B) OF
THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON, A MANDATORY COVPONENT | N "Bl CYCLE AND PEDESTRI AN SAFE-
TY" EDUCATI ON AS A PREREQUI SITE FOR OBTAINING A LICENSE TO OPERATE A
MOTOR VEH CLE. THE PURPOSE OF THE COVPONENT | S TO EDUCATE PROSPECTI VE
LI CENSEES ON THE POTENTI AL DANGERS TO PEDESTRI ANS, BI CYCLI STS, |INLINE
SKATERS, SCOOTER RI DERS, SKATEBOARDERS AND OTHER NON- MOTORI ZED VEHI CLES
CREATED BY MOTOR VEHI CLES.

(1'l) THE COW SSI ONER SHALL ESTABLI SH A CURRI CULUM FOR THE "BICYCLE
AND PEDESTRI AN SAFETY" COVPONENT WHI CH SHALL | NCLUDE BUT NOT BE LI M TED
TO  SAFELY PASSI NG A CYCLI ST ON THE ROAD, SPECI AL CONSI DERATI ONS WHI LE
DRI VING | N URBAN AREAS, BI CYCLE LANES AS DEFI NED | N SECTI ON ONE HUNDRED
TWO-A OF TH S CHAPTER AND OTHER ROADWAY DESIGNS EMPLOYED IN NEW YORK
STATE FOR THE SAFETY OF PEDESTRI ANS AND CYCLI STS, HOW TO NAVI GATE AN
| NTERSECTI ON W TH PEDESTRI ANS AND CYCLI STS, EXITING A VEH CLE W THOUT
ENDANGERI NG PEDESTRI ANS AND CYCLI STS, THE REQUI REMENT THAT DRI VERS EXER-
CISE DUE CARE TO AVO D COLLI SION WTH A BI CYCLI ST OR PEDESTRI AN ON THE
ROAD PURSUANT TO SECTI ON ELEVEN HUNDRED FORTY-SI X OF TH S CHAPTER
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(1'11) I'N DEVELOPI NG SUCH CURRI CULUM THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL CONSULT
WTH THE NEW YORK STATE COW SSI ONER OF TRANSPORTATI ON, THE NEW YORK
CI TY COM SSI ONER OF TRANSPORTATI ON, AND BI CYCLE AND PEDESTRI AN ADVO
CATES.

(d) The comm ssioner shall nmake available for distribution upon regis-
tration at each |location where the pre-licensing course will be given,
i nstructional handbooks outlining the content of the entire curriculum
of the pre-licensing course including the infornmation required to be
included in the course pursuant to paragraphs (c), (c-1) [and], (c-2)
AND (C-3) of this subdivision. The conm ssioner shall also provide for
the additional training of the instructors necessary for the conpetent
instruction of the alcohol and drug education [and], "Road Rage" aware-
ness [and], "Wrk Zone Safety" awareness AND "BICYCLE AND PEDESTRI AN
SAFETY" subject nmatters of the pre-licensing course.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



