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STATE OF NEW YORK

3293
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
February 15, 2011

Introduced by Sens. DeFRANCISCO  VALESKY -- read tw ce and ordered
printed, and when printed to be commtted to the Conmttee on Finance

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to creating the m ssing
vul nerabl e adul ts cl eari nghouse

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The executive |law is anmended by addi ng a new section 837-ff
to read as foll ows:

S 837-FF. M SSI NG VULNERABLE ADULTS CLEARI NGHOUSE. THERE |S HEREBY
ESTABLISHED WTHIN THE DI VISION A M SSI NG VULNERABLE ADULTS CLEARI NG
HOUSE TO PROVI DE A COVMPREHENSI VE AND COORDI NATED APPROACH TO THE PROBLEM
OF M SSI NG VULNERABLE ADULTS.

1. FOR PURPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON

(A) "VULNERABLE ADULT" SHALL MEAN AN | NDI VI DUAL ElI GHTEEN YEARS OF AGE
OR OLDER WHO HAS BEEN DI AGNOSED BY A PHYSI Cl AN AS BElI NG VULNERABLE OR
VWHO HAS BEEN DESCRIBED AS VULNERABLE BY THE | NDI VIDUAL MAKING THE
REPORT.

(B) "VULNERABLE'" SHALL DESCRIBE A PERSON W TH ANY COGNI Tl VE | MPAI R-
MENT, MENTAL DI SABI LI TY, OR BRAI N DI SORDER

(© "M SSI NG VULNERABLE ADULT ALERT" SHALL MEAN A METHOD TO DI SSEM
| NATE | NFORVATI ON REGARDI NG A M SSI NG VULNERABLE ADULT TO THE GENERAL
PUBLI C. SUCH ALERTS SHALL PROVI DE NO MEDI CAL | NFORMVATI ON AND IN NO WAY
| NDI CATE THAT THE M SSING PERSON |S VULNERABLE. FOR THE PURPCSES OF
NOTI FI CATI ONS TO THE PUBLI C PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SION TWO OF THI S SECTI ON
THE ALERT SHALL BE TI TLED "GOLD ALERT".

2. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL BE AUTHORI ZED TO

(A) PLAN AND | MPLEMENT PROGRAMS TO ENSURE THE MOST EFFECTIVE USE OF
FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL RESOURCES |N THE | NVESTI GATI ON OF M SSI NG
VULNERABLE ADULTS;

(B) DI SSEM NATE A DI RECTORY OF RESOURCES TO ASSI ST I N LOCATI NG M SSI NG
VULNERABLE ADULTS;

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(C©) COOPERATE W TH THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, OFFI CE OF MENTAL HEALTH,
OFFI CE FOR PECPLE W TH DEVELOPMENTAL DI SABI LI TIES, OFFI CE FOR THE AG NG
AND OTHER PUBLIC AND PRI VATE ORGAN ZATI ONS TO DEVELOP EDUCATI ON AND
PREVENTI ON PROGRAMS CONCERNI NG THE SAFETY OF VULNERABLE ADULTS;

(D) ASSI ST FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL AGENCI ES I N THE | NVESTI GATI ON OF
CASES | NVOLVI NG M SSI NG VULNERABLE ADULTS;

(E) UTILIZE AVAI LABLE RESOURCES TO DUPLI CATE PHOTOGRAPHS AND POSTERS
OF VULNERABLE ADULTS REPORTED AS M SSI NG BY POLI CE AND DI SSEM NATE THI S
I NFORVATI ON THROUGHOUT THE STATE PROVI DI NG SUCH POSTERS | NDI CATE ONLY
THAT THE ADULT IS M SSI NG W TH NO MENTI ON OF VULNERABI LI TY;

(F) PROVIDE ASSI STANCE | N RETURNI NG M SSI NG VULNERABLE ADULTS WHO ARE
LOCATED OQUT OF STATE;

(G DEVELOP A CURRI CULUM FOR THE TRAI NI NG OF LAW ENFORCEMENT PERSONNEL
I NVESTI GATI NG CASES | NVOLVING M SSING VULNERABLE ADULTS, | NCLUDI NG
RECOGNI TI ON AND MANAGEMENT OF VULNERABLE ADULTS;

OPERATE A TOLL- FREE TVENTY- FOUR HOUR HOTLI NE FOR THE PUBLI C TO USE
TO RELAY | NFORMATI ON CONCERNI NG M SSI NG VULNERABLE ADULTS;

(1) MAINTAIN AND MAKE AVAILABLE TO APPROPRI ATE STATE AND LOCAL LAW
ENFORCEMENT AGENCI ES | NFORMATI ON CONCERNI NG TECHNOLOG CAL ADVANCES THAT
MAY ASSI ST | N FACI LI TATI NG THE RECOVERY OF M SSI NG VULNERABLE ADULTS;

(J) TAKE SUCH OTHER STEPS AS NECESSARY TO ASSIST I N EDUCATI ON,
PREVENTI ON, SERVI CE PROVI SION, AND | NVESTI GATION OF CASES | NVOLVI NG
M SSI NG VULNERABLE ADULTS;

(K) (1) IN CONSULTATION WTH THE DI VI SION OF STATE POLI CE AND OTHER
APPROPRI ATE AGENCI ES, DEVELOP, REGULARLY UPDATE, AND DI STRI BUTE MODEL
M SSI NG VULNERABLE ADULT PROVWPT RESPONSE AND NOTI FI CATI ON PLANS. SUCH
PLANS SHALL BE AVAI LABLE FOR USE BY LOCAL COVMUNI TI ES AND LAW ENFORCE-
MENT PERSONNEL AND SHALL | NVOLVE A PRO- ACTI VE, COORDI NATED RESPONSE THAT
MAY BE PROMPTLY TRI GGERED BY LAW ENFORCEMENT PERSONNEL UPON CONFI RVATI ON
BY A POLICE OFFI CER, PEACE OFFI CER, OR POLI CE AGENCY OF A REPORT OF A
M SSI NG VULNERABLE ADULT AS DEFI NED I N SUBDI VI SI ON ONE OF THI S SECTI ON.

(2) SUCH PLANS SHALL, AT A MNIMUM PROVIDE THAT: (A) THE NAME OF THE
M SSI NG VULNERABLE ADULT, A DESCRI PTION OF THE M SSI NG | NDI VI DUAL, AND
OTHER PERTI NENT | NFORVATI ON MAY BE PROVPTLY DI SPATCHED OVER THE POLI CE
COMVUNI CATI ON  SYSTEM PURSUANT TO SUBDIVISION THREE OF SECTION TWO
HUNDRED TVENTY-ONE OF THI S CHAPTER, (B) SUCH | NFORVATI ON  MAY BE | MVE-
DI ATELY PROVIDED, I N SUCH A MANNER AS TO ENSURE THAT I T IS NOI' REVEALED
TO THE PUBLI C THAT THE M SSI NG PERSON | S VULNERABLE, (1) ORALLY, ELEC
TRONI CALLY, OR BY FACSI M LE TRANSM SSI ON TO ONE OR MORE RADI O STATI ONS
AND OTHER BROADCAST MEDI A QUTLETS SERVI NG THE COVMUNI TY | NCLUDI NG,  BUT
NOT LIM TED TO, THOSE WHO HAVE VOLUNTARI LY AGREED | N ADVANCE TO PROWPTLY
NOTlI FY OTHER SUCH RADI O STATI ONS AND BROADCAST MEDI A QUTLETS I N LI KE
MANNER AND (I11) BY ELECTRONIC MAIL NMESSACE TO ONE OR MORE | NTERNET
SERVI CE PROVI DERS AND COWMERCI AL MOBI LE SERVI CE PROVI DERS SERVI NG THE
COMVUNI TY | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO THOSE WH CH HAVE VOLUNTARILY
AGREED | N ADVANCE TO PROVPTLY NOTI FY OTHER SUCH | NTERNET SERVI CE PROVI D-
ERS IN LIKE MANNER; (C) PARTI Cl PATI NG RADI O STATI ONS AND OTHER PARTI C-
| PATI NG BROADCAST MEDI A QUTLETS SERVI NG THE COVWUNI TY MAY VOLUNTARI LY
AGREE TO PROWPTLY BROADCAST A M SSI NG VULNERABLE ADULT ALERT PROVI DI NG
PERTI NENT DETAI LS CONCERNI NG THE M SSI NG VULNERABLE ADULT' S DI SAPPEAR-
ANCE, BREAKING | NTO REGULAR PROGRAMM NG WHERE APPROPRI ATE; (D) PARTI G
| PATI NG | NTERNET SERVI CE PROVI DERS AND COMVERCI AL MOBI LE SERVI CE PROVI D-
ERS SERVI NG THE COVWUNI TY MAY VOLUNTARI LY AGREE TO PROWPTLY PROVI DE BY
ELECTRONIC MAIL MESSAGE A M SSING VULNERABLE ADULT ALERT PROVI DI NG
PERTI NENT DETAI LS CONCERNI NG THE M SSI NG VULNERABLE ADULT' S DI SAPPEAR-
ANCE; (E) POLI CE AGENCI ES NOT CONNECTED W TH THE BASI C POLI CE COMMUNI -
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CATI ON SYSTEM I N USE I N SUCH JURI SDI CTI ON MAY TRANSM T SUCH | NFORMATI ON
TO THE NEAREST OR MOST CONVENI ENT ELECTRONI C ENTRY PO NT, FROM VWHI CH
PO NT | T MAY BE PROWTLY DI SPATCHED IN CONFORMTY WTH THE ORDERS,
RULES, OR REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE SYSTEM (F) A STATEW DE RESPONSE
MUST BE | NI TI ATED AS SOON AS LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT DEEMS | T | S NECESSARY
TO FIND THE M SSI NG VULNERABLE ADULT UNLESS THE | NVESTI GATI NG POLI CE
DEPARTMENT, | N THElI R DI SCRETI ON, ADVI SES THAT THE RELEASE OF SUCH | NFOR-
MATI ON  MAY JEOPARDI ZE THE | NVESTI GATI ON OR THE SAFETY OF THE M SSI NG
VULNERABLE ADULT OR THE | NVESTI GATING POLICE DEPARTMENT  REQUESTS
FORBEARANCE FOR ANY REASON.

(3) THE COW SSI ONER SHALL ALSO DESI GNATE A UNIT WTH N THE DI VI SI ON
THAT SHALL ASSI ST LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCI ES AND REPRESENTATI VES OF RADI O
STATI ONS, BROADCAST MEDI A QUTLETS, | NTERNET SERVICE PROVIDERS, AND
COWMMERCI AL MOBI LE SERVI CE PROVI DERS | N THE DESI GN, | MPLEMENTATI ON, AND
| MPROVEMENT OF M SSI NG VULNERABLE ADULT RESPONSE AND NOTI FI CATI ON PLANS.
SUCH UNT SHALL MAKE ONGO NG OUTREACH EFFORTS TO LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENTI -
TIES AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES TO ASSIST SUCH ENTITIES AND
AGENCI ES | N THE | MPLEMENTATI ON AND OPERATI ON OF SUCH PLANS W TH THE GOAL
OF | MPLEMENTI NG AND OPERATI NG SUCH PLANS I N EVERY JURI SDI CTI ON I N NEW
YORK STATE.

3. ANY | NDI VI DUAL WHO KNOW NGLY MAKES A FALSE REPORT OF A M SSING
VULNERABLE ADULT SHALL BE GUILTY OF FALSELY REPORTI NG AN | NCI DENT | N THE
THI RD DEGREE, WHI CH | S PUNI SHABLE BY A CLASS A M SDEMEANOCR.

4. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL SUBM T AN ANNUAL REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR AND
LEG SLATURE REGARDI NG THE ACTIVITIES OF THE M SSING VULNERABLE ADULTS
CLEARI NGHOUSE | NCLUDI NG STATI STI CAL | NFORMATI ON | NVOLVI NG REPORTED CASES
OF M SSING VULNERABLE ADULTS AND A SUMVARY OF THE DI VI SION' S EFFORTS
W TH RESPECT TO THE ACTI VI TI ES AUTHORI ZED UNDER SUBDI VISION TWO OF THI' S
SECTI ON.

S 2. Severability. If any clause, sentence, paragraph, section or part
of this act shall be adjudged by any court of conpetent jurisdiction to
be invalid and after exhaustion of all further judicial review, the
judgnment shall not affect, inpair or invalidate the remainder thereof,
but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, para-
graph, section or part of this act directly involved in the controversy
in which the judgnment shall have been rendered.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone |law. Effective imediately, the addition, anend-
ment, and repeal of any rule or regul ation necessary for the inplenenta-
tion of this act on its effective date are authorized and directed to be
made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.



