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Introduced by Sen. DIAZ -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to requiring a course of
instruction in the awareness of hate crines

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |aw is anmended by addi ng a new section 815 to
read as foll ows:

S 815. COURSE OF | NSTRUCTION I N THE AWARENESS OF HATE CRI MES. 1. THE
COW SSIONER |S HEREBY DIRECTED TO PROVI DE AND PRESCRI BE A COURSE OF
| NSTRUCTI ON DESI GNED TO | NCREASE AWARENESS OF THE COW SSION OF HATE
CRI MES. FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON HATE CRI MES SHALL MEAN OFFENSES
VH CH ARE COW TTED BASED UPON THE RACE, COLOR, NATIONAL ORI A N, ANCES-
TRY, GENDER, RELI A ON, RELI A QUS PRACTICE, AGE, DI SABILITY OR SEXUAL
ORI ENTATION OF THE WVICTIM SUCH | NSTRUCTI ON SHALL | NCLUDE EXAMPLES OF
SYMBOLS AND OBJECTS ASSOCI ATED WTH HATE CRIMES AND THE EVENTS AND
H STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE SURROUNDI NG SUCH SYMBOLS AND OBJECTS. SUCH
| NSTRUCTI ON SHALL ALSO FOCUS ON THE MORAL ASPECTS AND LEGAL | MPLI CATI ONS
OF SUCH OFFENSES AND PROMOTE ATTI TUDES OF TOLERANCE AND ACCEPTANCE.

2. THE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON, TRUSTEES, PRINCIPAL OR OTHER PERSON IN
CHARGE OF EVERY PUBLIC, PRIVATE AND PAROCCHI AL SCHOOL I N THE STATE SHALL
ARRANGE FOR G VI NG SUCH COURSE OF | NSTRUCTI ON I N EVERY SCHOOL UNDER | TS
OR H'S OR HER CONTROL OR DI RECTI ON. SUCH I NSTRUCTI ON SHALL BE G VEN TO
ALL OF THE PUPILS I N EVERY SUCH SCHOOL FOR A PERIOD OF NOT LESS THAN
FORTY-FI VE M NUTES | N EACH MONTH DURI NG WHI CH SUCH SCHOOL IS I N SESSI ON.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the first of Septenber next
succeedi ng the date on which it shall have becone a | aw

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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