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STATE OF NEW YORK

2447
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
January 21, 2011

Introduced by Sen. ALESI -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Local Government

AN ACT to anend the real property tax law, in relation to extending the
enhanced STAR exenption to permanent total disabled volunteer fire-
fighters

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 2 of section 425 of the rea
property tax | aw, as anended by section 1 of part E of chapter 83 of the
| aws of 2002, is anended and a new subdivision 4-b is added to read as
fol | ows:

(a) Overview. There shall be two variations of the exenption author-
ized by this section: an exenption for property owned by persons who
satisfy the <criteria set forth in subdivision three of this section,
whi ch shall be known as the "basic" STAR exenption, and an exenption for
property owned by senior citizens, AND PERVANENT TOTAL DI SABLED VOLUN-
TEER FI REFI GHTERS who satisfy the criteria set forth in both subdivi-
sions three and four of this section, OR FOR PROPERTY OANED BY PERVANENT
TOTAL DI SABLED VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTERS WHO SATI SFY THE CRI TERI A SET FORTH
IN SUBDI VI SION FOUR-B OF THI' S SECTI ON, TOGETHER whi ch shall be known as
t he "enhanced" STAR exenption. The exenpt anmpount for each assessing unit
shall be determ ned annually as set forth in this subdivision, by multi-
plying the "base figure" by the locally-applicable "sales price differ-
ential factor,” if any, nmultiplying the product by the appropriate
"equalization factor” for the assessing wunit, and, if necessary,
increasing the result to equal the applicable "floor." The result is
then rounded to the nearest nultiple of ten dollars.

4-B. PERMANENT TOTAL DI SABLED VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTERS. THE ENHANCED
EXEMPTI ON SHALL BE PROVI DED FOR PROPERTY OWNED BY PERVANENT TOTAL DI SA-
BLED VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTERS, AS SUCH PERSONS ARE DEFI NED | N SECTI ON
El GHT OF THE VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTERS' BENEFI T LAW

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 2. Section 425 of the real property tax law is anmended by adding a
new subdi vision 5-a to read as foll ows:

5- A, PERVANENT TOTAL DI SABLED FI REFI GHTER. (A) ENHANCED EXEMPTI ON. THE
ENHANCED EXEMPTION SHALL BE PROVI DED FOR PROPERTY OANED BY PERMANENT
TOTAL DI SABLED FI REFI GHTERS. THE FOLLOW NG REQUI REMENTS SHALL BE MET:
(1) THE OMNER SHALL BE A PERVANENT TOTAL DI SABLED FI REFI GHTER AS DEFI NED
IN SECTION EIGHT OF THE VOLUNTEER Fl REFI GHTERS' BENEFI T LAW AND (I1)
THE COMBI NED | NCOVE OF ALL OANERS, AND OF ANY OMNERS'  SPOUSES RESI DI NG
ON THE PREM SES, MAY NOT EXCEED THE APPLI CABLE | NCOVE STANDARD SPECI FI ED
IN THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON.

(B) [INCOVE. (I) THE COVBI NED | NCOVE OF ALL OF THE OMNERS, AND OF ANY
OMNMERS' SPOUSES RESI DI NG ON THE PREM SES, MAY NOT EXCEED THE APPLI CABLE
| NCOVE STANDARD SPECI FI ED HEREI N.

(A) FOR FINAL ASSESSMENT ROLLS TO BE COVPLETED PRI OR TO TWDO THOUSAND
THREE, ELI G BILITY FOR THE EXEMPTI ON SHALL BE BASED UPON | NCOVE FOR THE
| NCOVE TAX YEAR | MMEDI ATELY PRECEDI NG THE DATE OF MAKI NG APPLI CATI ON FOR
THE EXEMPTI ON, AND THE | NCOVE STANDARD SHALL BE SI XTY THOUSAND DOLLARS.

(B) FOR FI NAL ASSESSMENT ROLLS TO BE COWPLETED I N TWO THOUSAND THREE,
ELI A BILITY FOR THE EXEMPTI ON SHALL BE BASED UPON | NCOVE FOR THE | NCOVE
TAX YEAR ENDING | N TWO THOUSAND ONE, AND THE | NCOVE STANDARD SHALL BE
THE PREVI OQUSLY- APPLI CABLE | NCOVE STANDARD OF SIXTY THOUSAND DOLLARS
| NCREASED BY THE COST- OF- LI VI NG ADJUSTMENT PERCENTAGE FOR TWD THOUSAND
ONE. FOR PURPCSES OF THI'S COWUTATI ON, THE COST- OF- LI VI NG ADJUSTMENT
PERCENTAGE FOR TWDO THOUSAND ONE SHALL BE EQUAL TO THE "APPLI CABLE
| NCREASE PERCENTAGE" USED BY THE UNI TED STATES COW SSIONER OF SOCI AL
SECURITY TO DETERM NE MONTHLY SOCI AL SECURI TY BENEFI TS PAYABLE I N TWO
THOUSAND ONE TO | NDI VI DUALS, AS PROVI DED BY SUBSECTION (1) OF SECTION
FOUR HUNDRED FI FTEEN OF Tl TLE FORTY- TWO OF THE UNI TED STATES CODE.

(© FOR FINAL ASSESSMENT ROLLS TO BE COVPLETED | N EACH ENSUI NG YEAR,
THE APPLI CABLE | NCOVE TAX YEAR, COST- OF- LI VI NG ADJUSTMENT PERCENTAGE AND
APPLI CABLE | NCREASE PERCENTAGE SHALL ALL BE ADVANCED BY ONE VYEAR, AND
THE | NCOVE STANDARD SHALL BE THE PREVI OQUSLY- APPLI CABLE | NCOVE STANDARD
| NCREASED BY THE NEW COST- OF- LI VI NG ADJUSTMENT PERCENTAGE. | F THERE
SHOULD BE A YEAR FOR WHI CH THERE | S NO APPLI CABLE | NCREASE PERCENTAGE
DUE TO A GENERAL BENEFI T | NCREASE AS DEFINED BY SUBDIVISION THREE OF
SUBSECTI ON (1) OF SECTI ON FOUR HUNDRED FI FTEEN OF Tl TLE FORTY- TWO OF THE
UNI TED STATES CODE, THE APPLI CABLE | NCREASE PERCENTAGE FOR PURPOSES OF
THI S COWPUTATI ON SHALL BE DEEMED TO BE THE PERCENTAGE VWH CH WOULD HAVE
Y| ELDED THAT GENERAL BENEFI T | NCREASE.

(D) | N NO CASE SHALL AN | NCOVE STANDARD BE DECREASED FROM ONE ASSESS-
MENT ROLL TO THE NEXT.

(E) I'F THE | NCOVE STANDARD | NI TI ALLY COVPUTED FOR AN ASSESSMENT ROLL
I S NOT EXACTLY EQUAL TO A MULTI PLE OF FIFTY DOLLARS, | T SHALL BE ROUNDED
UP TO THE NEXT H GHER MULTI PLE OF FI FTY DOLLARS.

(F) |IT SHALL BE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE COW SSI ONER TO ANNUALLY
DETERM NE ALL | NCOVE STANDARDS PURSUANT TO THI'S SUBDI VI SION BEG NNI NG
WTH FINAL ASSESSMENT ROLLS TO BE COVPLETED IN TWD THOUSAND NI NE, TO
CAUSE NOTI CE THEREOF TO BE PUBLI SHED I N THE STATE REQ STER, TO DI SSEM
| NATE NOTI CE THEREOF TO ASSESSORS, COUNTY DI RECTORS OF REAL PROPERTY TAX
SERVI CES, AND SUCH OTHER PARTIES AS | T MAY DEEM APPROPRI ATE, AND TO POST
NOTI CE THERECF ON | TS WEBSI TE.

(1) THE TERM"INCOVE" AS USED HEREI N SHALL MEAN THE "ADJUSTED GRCSS
| NCOVE" FOR FEDERAL | NCOVE TAX PURPOSES AS REPORTED ON THE APPLI CANT' S
FEDERAL OR STATE | NCOVE TAX RETURN FOR THE APPLI CABLE | NCOVE TAX YEAR,
SUBJECT TO ANY SUBSEQUENT AMENDMVENTS OR REVI SI ONS, REDUCED BY DI STRI B-
UTIONS, TO THE EXTENT |INCLUDED |IN FEDERAL ADJUSTED GROSS | NCOVE,
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RECEI VED FROM AN | NDI VI DUAL RETI REMENT ACCOUNT AND AN | NDI VI DUAL RETI RE-
MENT ANNUI TY; PROVI DED THAT | F NO SUCH RETURN WAS FI LED FOR THE APPLI CA-
BLE | NCOVE TAX YEAR, "I NCOVE" SHALL MEAN THE ADJUSTED GRCSS | NCOVE THAT
WOULD HAVE BEEN SO REPORTED | F SUCH A RETURN HAD BEEN FI LED.

(I'r1) ANY | NFORMATI ON OR DOCUMENTATI ON SUBM TTED BY THE APPLI CANT | N
CONNECTI ON W TH APPLI CATI ONS FOR OR RENEWAL OF THE EXEMPTI ON AUTHCORI ZED
UNDER TH' S SECTION TO VERI FY | NCOVE, SHALL BE DEEMED CONFI DENTI AL, AND
THE ASSESSOR, ANY MUNI Cl PAL OFFI CER OR MUNI Cl PAL EMPLOYEES ARE PROCHI BI T-
ED FROM DI SCLOSI NG ANY SUCH | NFORVATI ON, EXCEPT FOR ANY DI SCLOSURE
NECESSARY |IN THE PERFORMANCE OF THEIR OFFI Cl AL DUTI ES, AND EXCEPT AS
AUTHORI ZED BY SUBPARAGRAPH (V) OF TH'S PARAGRAPH. ANY UNAUTHORI ZED
DI SCLOSURE COF SUCH | NFORVATI ON SHALL BE DEEMED A VI OLATI ON OF SECTI ON
El GHT HUNDRED FI VE- A OF THE GENERAL MUNI Cl PAL LAW

(1'V) EFFECTI VE W TH APPLI CATI ONS FOR THE ENHANCED EXEMPTI ON ON FI NAL
ASSESSMENT ROLLS TO BE COVPLETED |N TWO THOUSAND NI NE, THE APPLI CATI ON
FORM SHALL | NDI CATE THAT THE OMNERS OF THE PROPERTY AND ANY OWERS
SPOUSES RESIDING ON THE PREM SES NMNAY AUTHORI ZE THE ASSESSOR TO HAVE
THEIR  NCOVE ELIG BILITY VER FIED ANNUALLY THEREAFTER BY THE STATE
DEPARTMENT OF TAXATI ON AND FI NANCE, IN LI EU OF FURNI SHI NG COPI ES OF THE
APPLI CABLE | NCOVE TAX RETURN OR RETURNS WTH THE APPLICATION. |F THE
OMERS OF THE PROPERTY AND ANY OMNERS SPOUSES RESI DI NG ON THE PREM SES
ELECT TO PARTI CI PATE IN TH S PROGRAM WH CH SHALL BE KNOMWN AS THE STAR
I NCOVE VERI FI CATI ON PROGRAM  THEY MUST FURNI SH THEI R TAXPAYER | DENTI FI -
CATI ON NUMBERS I N ORDER TO FACI LI TATE MATCH NG WTH RECORDS OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF TAXATI ON AND FI NANCE. THEREAFTER, THEI R | NCOVE ELI G BI LI TY
SHALL BE VERI FIED ANNUALLY BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF TAXATI ON AND
FI NANCE AND THE ASSESSOR SHALL NOT REQUEST | NCOVE DOCUMENTATI ON FROM
THEM  UNLESS SUCH DEPARTMENT ADVI SES THE ASSESSOR THROUGH THE COWM S-
SIONER THAT THEY DO NOT'  SATISFY THE APPLI CABLE | NCOVE ELIGBILITY
REQUI REMENTS, OR THAT |IT |S UNABLE TO DETERM NE WHETHER THEY SATI SFY
THOSE REQUI REMENTS.

(V) (A) EXCEPT IN THE CASE OF A G TY WTH A POPULATION OF ONE M LLION
OR MORE, THE ASSESSOR SHALL FORWARD TO THE COWM SSI ONER, | N THE TI ME AND
MANNER REQUI RED BY THE COWM SSI ONER, | NFORMATI ON | DENTI FYI NG THE PERSONS
VWHO HAVE ELECTED TO PARTI CI PATE I N THE STAR | NCOVE VERI FI CATI ON PROGRAM

THE COW SSI ONER  SHALL FORWARD SUCH | NFORVATI ON TO THE DEPARTMENT OF
TAXATI ON AND FI NANCE I N THE MANNER PROVI DED BY THE AGREEMENT EXECUTED
PURSUANT TO SECTI ON ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY- ONE- O OF THE TAX LAW AND SHALL
NOTI FY THE ASSESSOR OF THE RESPONSE OR RESPONSES | T RECEI VES FROM SUCH
DEPARTMENT PURSUANT TO SUCH AGREEMENT. AFTER RECEI VI NG SUCH RESPONSE OR
RESPONSES, THE ASSESSI NG AUTHORI TY SHALL CAUSE NOTI CES TO BE MAILED TO
PARTI Cl PANTS AS PROVIDED BY PARAGRAPH (B) OF SUBDI VISION FIVE OF TH' S
SECTI ON. | NFORVATI ON OBTAINED BY THE COW SSI ONER | DENTI FYI NG SUCH
PERSONS, AND RESPONSES OBTAI NED FROM SUCH DEPARTMENT SHALL BE CONFI DEN-
TI AL AND SHALL NOT BE SUBJECT TO DI SCLOSURE UNDER ARTICLE SIX OF THE
PUBLI C OFFI CERS LAW

(B) IN THE CASE OF A CITY OF ONE M LLI ON OR MORE, THE ASSESSCR SHALL
FORWARD TO THE DEPARTMENT OF TAXATION AND FINANCE, IN THE TIME AND
MANNER REQUI RED BY THE DEPARTMENT, | NFORMATI ON | DENTI FYI NG THE PERSONS
WHO HAVE ELECTED TO PARTI CI PATE I N THE STAR | NCOVE VERI FI CATI ON PROGRAM

THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ADVI SE THE ASSESSOR OF | TS FI NDI NGS | N THE MANNER
PROVI DED BY THE AGREEMENT EXECUTED PURSUANT TO SECTION ONE HUNDRED
SEVENTY-ONE-O O THE TAX LAW AFTER RECEIVING SUCH RESPONSE OR
RESPONSES, THE ASSESSI NG AUTHORI TY SHALL CAUSE NOTI CES TO BE MAILED TO
PARTI Cl PANTS AS PROVIDED BY PARAGRAPH (B) OF SUBDI VISION FIVE OF TH' S
SECTI ON. | NFORVATI ON OBTAINED BY THE COW SSI ONER | DENTI FYI NG SUCH
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PERSONS, AND RESPONSES OBTAI NED FROM SUCH DEPARTMENT SHALL BE CONFI DEN-
TI AL AND SHALL NOT BE SUBJECT TO DI SCLOSURE UNDER ARTICLE SIX OF THE
PUBLI C OFFI CERS LAW

(V) NOTW THSTANDI NG THE PROVI SI ONS OF SUBPARAGRAPHS (1V) AND (V) OF
TH' S PARAGRAPH, VWHI CH ESTABLISH A STAR | NCOVE VERI FI CATION PROGRAM
| NCOVE DOCUMENTATI ON MUST BE SUBM TTED TO THE ASSESSOR | N CONNECTI ON
W TH EACH OF THE FOLLON NG (A) INITIAL APPLI CATIONS FOR THE ENHANCED
STAR EXEMPTION;, (B) RENEWAL APPLI CATIONS SUBM TTED BY A PERSON OR
PERSONS WHO HAVE NOT ELECTED TO PARTI Cl PATE | N THE STAR | NCOVE VERI FI CA-
TI ON PROGRAM (C) APPLI CATI ONS THAT WOULD ALLOW AN ENHANCED EXEMPTI ON TO
RESUVE AFTER HAVI NG BEEN DI SCONTI NUED; (D) APPLI CATIONS SUBM TTED BY A
PERSON OR PERSONS WHO HAVE PREVIOUSLY QUALIFIED FOR THE ENHANCED
EXEMPTI ON BUT NOT I N THE ASSESSING UNIT I N QUESTION, AND (E) APPLI CA-
TIONS WTH RESPECT TO WH CH THE DEPARTMENT OF TAXATI ON AND FI NANCE HAS
ADVI SED THE ASSESSOR THROUGH THE COWM SSIONER THAT |IT IS UNABLE TO
DETERM NE WHETHER A PARTICI PANT OR PARTICI PANTS | N THE STAR | NCOVE
VERI FI CATI ON PROGRAM SATI SFY THE | NCOVE ELI G BI LI TY REQUI REVENTS.

(C) ABSENCE FROM RESI DENCE. AN EXEMPTI ON MAY BE GRANTED PURSUANT TO
THI'S SUBDI VI SION  NOTW THSTANDI NG THE FACT THAT AN OANER |'S ABSENT FROM
THE RESI DENCE WHI LE RECEI VI NG HEALTH RELATED CARE AS AN | NPATIENT OF A
RESI DENTI AL HEALTH CARE FACILITY, AS DEFINED IN SECTI ON TWENTY- El GHT
HUNDRED ONE OF THE PUBLI C HEALTH LAW PROVI DED THAT DURI NG SUCH CONFI NE-
MENT SUCH PROPERTY |'S NOT OCCUPI ED BY ANYONE OTHER THAN THE SPOUSE OR
CO O\NER OF SUCH OWMNER.

S 3. Subparagraph (ii) of paragraph (a) of subdivision 13 of section
425 of the real property tax |law, as added by section 1 of part B of
chapter 389 of the laws of 1997, is anmended and a new subparagraph (iii)
is added to read as foll ows:

(ii) in the case of an application for the enhanced exenption for
property owned by senior citizens, the applicant or applicants m srepre-
sented their age or inconme so as to appear eligible for such exenption,
when they were not[.]; OR

(Il IN THE CASE OF AN APPLI CATI ON FOR THE ENHANCED EXEMPTI ON FOR
PROPERTY OMNED BY A PERMANENT TOTAL DI SABLED VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTER, THE
APPLI CANT OR APPLI CANTS M SREPRESENTED THE FACT THAT HE OR SHE | S SUCH A
PERVANENT OR TOTAL DI SABLED VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTER, WHEN HE OR SHE I S
NOT.

S 4. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw and shall apply to
t axabl e years which begin on or after such date; provided, however, that
effective immedi ately, the addition, anmendnent and/or repeal of any
rul es or regul ations necessary for the inplenentation of this act on its
effective date is authorized and directed to be made and conpl eted on or
bef ore such effective date.



