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Introduced by Sen. SALAND -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Agriculture

AN ACT to anmend the agriculture and narkets law, in relation to
protection of the public fromattack by wild animals

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 370 of the agriculture and markets | aw, as added by
chapter 1047 of the laws of 1965, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 370. Protection of the public from attack by wld animls and
reptiles. Any person owning, possessing or harboring a wild aninal or
reptile capable of inflicting bodily harmupon a human bei ng, who shal
fail to exercise due care in safeguarding the public fromattack by such
wild animal or reptile, is guilty of a [m sdenmeanor, punishable by
i mpri sonment for not nore than one year, or by a fine of not nore than
five hundred dollars, or by both] FELONY. "WId animal"™ wi thin the mean-
ing of this section, shall not include a dog or cat or other donestic
ani mal .

Previ ous attacks upon a hunman being by such wild animal or reptile, or
know edge of the vicious propensities of such wild animal or reptile, on
the part of the possessor or harborer thereof, shall not be required to
be proven by the people upon a prosecution hereunder; and neither the
fact that such wild aninmal or reptile has not previously attacked a
human being, nor |ack of know edge of the vicious propensities of such
wild aninmal or reptile on the part of the owner, possessor or harborer
thereof shall constitute a defense to a prosecuti on hereunder.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
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