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STATE OF NEW YORK

2110
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
January 18, 2011

Introduced by Sen. KRUGER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmmitted to the Conmittee on Finance

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to establishing the
conflict resolution and school violence reduction program and meki ng
appropriations therefor

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "Conflict Resolution and School Violence Reduction Program Act".

S 2. Legislative findings and declaration. (a) The |l egislature hereby
finds the foll ow ng:

(1) According to the National Crinme Study, approximtely 3,000,000
crimes occur on or near schools each year. This translates into 16, 000
crimes per school day or one crine every six seconds.

(2) According to Federal Bureau of Investigation statistics, nore than
11, 000 peopl e died nationwi de between 1980 and 1989 as a result of hom -
cides commtted by high school age youths wusing firearms, cutting
i nstrunments or blunt objects.

(3) @un violence is on the rise in schools all over the United States.

According to the Centers for Disease Control, one pupil in five reports
carrying a weapon of sonme type and about one pupil in 20 reports carry-
ing a gun.

(4) According to a study by the National Institute of Education, each
nmonth nearly 5,200 of the nation's 1,000,000 secondary school teachers
are physically attacked on school grounds. O these teachers, approxi-
mately 1,000 suffer serious injuries which require nedical attention. In
addition, each nonth approximately 130,000 teachers are burglarized and
approxi mately 6,000 are robbed.

(b) The legislature hereby declares the foll ow ng:

(1) Many schools in New York are in need of security and preventive
progranms in order to provide a safe school environment. School districts
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have reported an increasing nunber of serious incidents of violence on
school grounds. The violence has adversely affected the educational
envi ronnent on school grounds so that teachers are unable to teach and
pupils are unable to |earn.

(2) School districts have been unable to adequately fund their school
safety progranms and, therefore, are forced to use a greater anount of
their educational funds to pay for school security.

(3) The legislature recognizes its responsibility to assist school
districts in correcting safety problenms in those schools where they
exi st and to prevent these problens fromarising at all other schools.

S 3. Section 3641 of the education |aw is amended by addi ng a new
subdi vision 15 to read as foll ows:

15. CONFLI CT RESOLUTI ON AND SCHOOL VI OLENCE REDUCTI ON PROGRAM A
PURPCSE. THE PURPOSE OF THIS SUBDIVISION |S TO PROVI DE FUNDI NG FOR
GRANTS TO SCHOCOLS FOR DEVELOPI NG AND | MPLEMENTI NG EFFECTI VE TECHNI QUES
AND ACTIVITIES TO COVBAT CRI ME AND VI OLENCE I N THE SCHOOLS. SUCH FUND-
| NG SHALL BE I N ADDI TI ON TO APPORTI ONMENTS OTHERW SE PROVI DED BY SECTI ON
THI RTY-SI X HUNDRED TWO OF THI S ARTICLE AND THE OTHER SUBDI VI SIONS OF
THIS SECTION. IT IS THE | NTENT OF THE LEG SLATURE THAT SCHOOLS RECEI VI NG
GRANTS PURSUANT TO THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON ACCOWPLI SH THE FOLLOW NG GOALS:

(1) TEACH PUPI LS TECHNI QUES FOR RESOLVI NG CONFLI CTS W THOUT RESORTI NG
TO THE USE OF VI OLENCE.

(2) TRAIN SCHOOL STAFF AND ADM NI STRATORS TO SUPPORT AND PROVOTE
CONFLI CT RESOLUTI ON  AND MEDI ATI ON  TECHNI QUES FOR RESOLVI NG CONFLI CTS
BETWEEN OR AMONG PUPI LS.

(3) REDUCE THE | NCI DENTS OF VI OLENCE AT THE SCHOOLSI TE.

(4) PROVIDE PUPI LS WTH AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS AS POSI Tl VE ALTERNATI VES
TO DELI NQUENT BEHAVI OR

B. ESTABLI SHVENT. THE CONFLICT RESCLUTION AND SCHOOL VI OLENCE
REDUCTI ON PROGRAM |S HEREBY ESTABLI SHED. THI S STATEW DE GRANT PROGRAM
SHALL BE COORDI NATED THROUGH BOARDS OF EDUCATI ON OF SCHOOL DI STRICTS TO
PROVI DE CGRANTS TO SCHOOLS FOR CONFLI CT RESOLUTI ON PRQIECTS. EACH SUCH
BOARD OF EDUCATI ON SHALL DO ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG

(1) NO LATER THAN FEBRUARY FIRST OF EACH SCHOOL VYEAR, NOTIFY THE
COW SSI ONER OF THE | NTENT OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON TO PARTI Cl PATE I N
THE GRANT PROGRAM

(2) NOTIFY SCHOOLS WTHIN THE JURI SDI CTI ON OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON
OF THE AVAI LABI LI TY OF, AND THE PROCESS TO BE FOLLOWED I N APPLYI NG FOR,
GRANTS UNDER THE GRANT PROGRAM

(3) | DENTIFY SUCCESSFUL CONFLI CT RESOLUTI ON PRQIECTS AND TECHN QUES
AND | NCORPORATE THOSE TECHNIQUES INTO THE CRITERIA FOR REVI EW AND
SELECTI ON OF REQUESTS FOR PROPOSALS FOR GRANTS.

(4) PROVI DE | NFORVATI ON AS REQUESTED BY THE COM SSIONER FOR USE I N
THE EVALUATI ON CONDUCTED PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH H OF THI S SUBDI VI SI ON.

C. CONSORTIA. (1) IF A BOARD OF EDUCATI ON CHOOSES NOT TO PARTI Cl PATE
SINGY | N THE GRANT PROGRAM OR | F FUNDI NG AVAI LABLE THROUGH THE GRANT
PROGRAM TO A SI NGLE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON WOULD BE | NSUFFI CI ENT TO CONDUCT
A CONFLI CT RESOLUTI ON PRQJIECT I N ACCORDANCE W TH THE REQUI REMENTS OF
THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON, SEVERAL BOARDS OF EDUCATI ON MAY FORM A CONSORTI UM TO
PARTI Cl PATE | N THE GRANT PROGRAM AND SHALL BE SUBJECT TO THI' S SUBDI VI -
SI ON TO THE SAME EXTENT AS A SI NGLE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON.

(2) |IF A BOARD OF EDUCATI ON CHOOSES NOT TO PARTI Cl PATE | N THE GRANT
PROGRAM ElI THER SINGLY OR AS PART OF A CONSORTI UM THAT PORTI ON OF FUND-
ING THAT THE BOARD OF EDUCATION WOULD HAVE RECElI VED FOR THE GRANT
PROGRAM SHALL BE DI STRI BUTED ON A PRO RATA BASI S TO PARTI Cl PATI NG BOARDS
OF EDUCATI ON.
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(3) THE COW SSI ONER MAY ALLOCATE FUNDS TO ANY CONSORTI UM OF BOARDS OF
EDUCATI ON PARTI Cl PATI NG I N THE GRANT PROGRAM PURSUANT TO THI S PARAGRAPH.
THE AMOUNT ALLOCATED TO THE CONSORTI UM SHALL BE THE TOTAL AMOUNT THAT
WOULD HAVE BEEN DI STRIBUTED TO EACH SI NGLE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON I N THE
CONSCRTIUM |IN THE APPLI CABLE SCHOOL YEAR PURSUANT TO THI S SUBDI VI SI ON
HAD THAT BOARD OF EDUCATI ON RECEI VED A GRANT ON A SI NGLE BASI S.

D. REQUESTS FOR PROPCSALS. NO LATER THAN MARCH FI RST OF EACH SCHOOL
YEAR, A BOARD OF EDUCATI ON THAT HAS NOTI FI ED THE COW SSI ONER OF | TS
| NTENT TO PARTI Cl PATE I N THE GRANT PROGRAM SHALL DEVELOP REQUESTS FOR
PROPOSALS, PURSUANT TO WHI CH THAT BOARD OF EDUCATI ON SHALL SELECT GRANT
RECI PI ENTS FROM SCHOOLS W THI N THE JURI SDI CTI ON OF THE BOARD OF EDUCA-
TI ON.

E. CRITERFA FOR SELECTION AND SELECTION. A PARTI Cl PATI NG BOARD OF
EDUCATI ON SHALL G VE FI RST PRIORI TY TO APPLI CANTS FOR GRANTS THAT SUBM T
PROPOSALS CONTAI NI NG A COVWONENT TO TRAIN TEAMS OF SCHOOL STAFF, ADM N-
| STRATORS, AND PUPILS WHO WLL ENSURE CONTINUATION OF TRAINING IN
CONFLI CT RESOLUTI ON TECHNI QUES AFTER FUNDI NG FROM THE GRANT HAS CEASED.
A PARTI Cl PATING BOARD OF EDUCATI ON SHALL SELECT ANY SCHOOL W THI N THE
JURI SDI CTI ON OF THAT BOARD OF EDUCATI ON TO BE A GRANT RECI PI ENT BASED
UPON THE FOLLOW NG CRI TERI A:

(1) 1T DEMONSTRATES THAT VI OLENCE AT THE SCHOOLSI TE IS A SUBSTANTI AL
AND CONTI NUI NG PROBLEM FOR PUPI LS AND STAFF.

(2) I'T PROPOSES ONGO NG TRAI NI NG FOR PUPI LS, SCHOOL STAFF, AND ADM N-
| STRATORS | N CONFLI CT RESCLUTI ON THROUGH THE USE OF MEDI ATI ON.

(3) I T PROPCSES TO EXPAND EXI STI NG AFTER SCHOOL OPPORTUNI TI ES AS AN
ALTERNATI VE TO DELI NQUENT BEHAVI OR

(4) THE SCHOOL STAFF AND ADM NI STRATORS AT THE SCHOOL AGREE TO PARTI C
| PATE I N CONFLI CT MEDI ATI ON TRAI NI NG

(5 IT SUBMTS A PROPCSAL I N WHI CH MONETARY AND INKIND SUPPORT IN
ADDI TITON TO THE FUNDS PROVI DED THROUGH A GRANT IS | DENTI FI ED TO PROMOTE
THE SUCCESS OF A CONFLI CT RESOLUTI ON PROJECT.

(6) I'T DEVELOPS A PLAN, AND DEMONSTRATES THE ABILITY, TO SHARE THE
SUCCESSFUL COVPONENTS OF | TS CONFLI CT RESOLUTI ON AND SCHOCL VI OLENCE
REDUCTI ON PROGRAM W TH OTHER SCHOOLS AND SCHOCL DI STRI CTS.

GRANT RECI PI ENTS SHALL BE SELECTED AND NOTIFIED NO LATER THAN NAY
FI RST OF EACH SCHOCOL YEAR

F.  CONFLICT RESOLUTI ON PRQJIECTS. CONFLI CT RESCLUTI ON PRQIECTS FUNDED
PURSUANT TO GRANTS UNDER THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOTI' BE
LIMTED TO, ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG

(1) A COWONENT TO TEACH PUPILS THE SKILLS NECESSARY TO REDUCE
VI OLENCE, | NCLUDI NG COVMUNI CATI ON SKILLS, ANGER  MANAGEMENT, Bl AS
REDUCTI ON, AND MEDI ATI ON SKI LLS.

(2) A COVWPONENT TO TRAIN SCHOOL STAFF AND ADM NI STRATORS TO | MPLEMENT
AND SUPPORT CONFLI CT RESOLUTI ON TECHNI QUES.

(3) A COVWONENT TO MAKE TRAINING IN CONFLICT RESOLUTION TECHN QUES
AVAI LABLE TO PARENTS OR GQUARDI ANS OF PUPI LS OR TO COMMUNI TY- BASED ORGAN-
I ZATI ONS THAT ASSI ST THE SCHOCL.

G EXPENSE RESTRICTION. (1) ANY PARTI Cl PATI NG BOARD OF EDUCATI ON OR
CONSCORTI UM OF BOARDS OF EDUCATI ON MAY UTI LI ZE NO MORE THAN FI VE PERCENT
OF THE FUNDS RECEI VED BY THAT BOARD OF EDUCATI ON OR CONSORTI UM PURSUANT
TO THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON FOR EXPENSES ASSOCI ATED W TH THE | MPLEMENTATI ON  OF
THE GRANT PROGRAM

(2) THE DEPARTMENT MAY UTI LI ZE NO MORE THAN TWO PERCENT OF THE FUNDS
APPROPRI ATED FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON FOR EVALUATI ON OF THE
CONFLI CT RESCLUTI ON AND SCHOOL VI OLENCE REDUCTI ON PROGRAM AND FOR THE
DI SSEM NATI ON OF | NFORVATI ON REGARDI NG SUCCESSFUL PROIECTS THAT ARE
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DEVELOPED AND | MPLEMENTED BY PARTI Cl PATI NG BOARDS OF EDUCATI ON TO OTHER
BOARDS OF EDUCATI ON

H  EVALUATION. THE COVM SSI ONER SHALL CONTRACT FOR AN ONGO NG | NDE-
PENDENT EVALUATI ON OF THE EFFECTI VENESS OF CONFLI CT RESOLUTI ON PRQIECTS
FUNDED BY GRANTS PURSUANT TO THI S SUBDI VI SI ON. THE EVALUATI ON SHALL
DETERM NE THE EFFECTI VENESS OF EACH PRQJECT BASED UPON ALL OF THE
FOLLOW NG CRI TERI A:

(1) A REDUCTION IN |INCDENTS OF SCHOOL VI OLENCE AT THE SCHOOLSI TE
VHERE THE CONFLI CT RESOLUTI ON PRQIECT | S CONDUCTED.

(2) A REDUCTION IN THE NUMBER OF SUSPENSI ONS OR EXPULSIONS OF PUPILS
FOR VIOLENT BEHAVIOR AT THE SCHOOLSI TE WHERE THE CONFLI CT RESOLUTI ON
PRQJECT | S CONDUCTED

(3) A COVPARI SON OF | NCI DENTS OF SCHOOL VI OLENCE W TH SCHOOLS OF SI M -
LAR SI ZE AND PUPILS OF SI M LAR SOCI OECONOM C BACKGROUND AS THE SCHOCOL-
SI TE WHERE THE CONFLI CT RESOLUTI ON PROQJIECT |'S CONDUCTED

. REPORT. ON OR BEFORE JUNE FI RST OF EACH SCHOOL YEAR AFTER THE FI RST
SCHOOL YEAR OF | MPLEMENTATION, THE COW SSIONER SHALL SUBM T TO THE
LEG SLATURE AN EVALUATI ON REPORT BASED ON THE ONGO NG EVALUATI ON MADE
PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH H OF THI S SUBDI VI SI ON

S 4. a. The sumof five mllion dollars ($5,000,000), or so nuch ther-
eof as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the state education
departnment from any noneys in the state treasury in the general fund to
the credit of the state purposes account not otherw se appropriated for
t he purpose of funding the grants to be awarded for developing and
i npl enenting techniques and prograns to conbat school violence in
accordance with subdivision 15 of section 3641 of the education law, as
added by section three of this act and the expenses associated with the
i mpl enentation of the grant programin carrying out the provisions of
this act. Such sum shall be payable on the audit and warrant of the
state conptroller on vouchers certified or approved by the comm ssioner
of education or his duly designated representative in the manner
prescri bed by law. No expenditure shall be nade fromthis appropriation
until a certificate of approval of availability shall have been issued
by the director of the budget and filed with the state conptroller and a
copy filed with the chairman of the senate finance commttee and the
chai rman of the assenbly ways and neans comm ttee. Such certificate nay
be anmended fromtine to tinme by the director of the budget and a copy of
each such amendnment shall be filed with the state conptroller, the
chairman of the senate finance conmmttee and the chairman of the assem
bly ways and neans comittee.

b. The sum of one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000), or so nuch
thereof as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the state educa-
tion departnent fromany noneys in the state treasury in the genera
fund to the credit of the state purposes account not otherw se appropri-
ated for the purpose of contracting for an ongoi ng i ndependent eval u-
ation of the effectiveness of conflict resolution projects funded by
grants awarded pursuant to subdivision 15 of section 3641 of the educa-
tion law, as added by section three of this act and for the dissem
ination of information regarding successful projects that are devel oped
and i npl enmented by participating boards of education to other boards of
education in carrying out the provisions of this act. Such sum shall be
payable on the audit and warrant of the state conptroller on vouchers
certified or approved by the comm ssioner of education or his duly
designated representative in the manner prescribed by Iaw. No expendi -
ture shall be made from this appropriation until a certificate of
approval of availability shall have been issued by the director of the
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budget and filed with the state conptroller and a copy filed wth the
chairman of the senate finance conmmttee and the chairman of the assem
bly ways and neans commttee. Such certificate may be anmended fromtine
to tinme by the director of the budget and a copy of each such anmendnent
shall be filed with the state conptroller, the chairman of the senate
finance comrittee and the chairman of the assenbly ways and neans
conmittee.

S 5. This act shall take effect on the first of April next succeeding
the date on which it shall have beconme a | aw



