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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
January 18, 2011

Introduced by Sen. KRUGER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on El ections

AN ACT to anend the election law and the legislative law, in relation to
abstract and form of ball ot proposals

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 4-108 of the election | aw, paragraph b of subdivi-
sion 1 as anended by chapter 117 of the |laws of 1985, paragraph d of
subdi vi sion 1 and subdivision 2 as anended by chapter 136 of the | aws of
1978 and subdivision 3 as added by chapter 234 of the laws of 1976, is
amended to read as foll ows:

S 4-108. Certification of [proposed constitutional anmendnents and
guestions] BALLOT PROPCSALS. 1. a. \Wenever any [proposed anendnent to
the constitution or other question] BALLOT PROPOSAL provided by law to
be submtted to a statewi de vote shall be submitted to the people for
their approval, the state board of elections at |east three nonths prior
to the general election at which such [anendnent, proposition or ques-
tion] BALLOT PROPCSAL is to be submitted, shall transmt to each county
board of elections a certified copy of the text of each [amendnent,
proposition or question and a statenent of] BALLOT PROPCSAL TOGETHER
W TH THE ABSTRACT OF SUCH BALLOT PROPCSAL AND the formin which it is to
be submitted AS PROVIDED IN THE LAW OR CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON SUBM TTI NG
SUCH BALLOT PROPCSAL, PURSUANT TO SECTION FI FTY-FOUR-B OF THE LEGQ SLA-
TI VE LAW VWHERE THE BALLOT PROPCSAL AUTHORI ZES CREATI ON OF A STATE DEBT,
THE ABSTRACT SHALL CONTAIN AN ESTIMATE OF THE ANTI Cl PATED NUVMBER OF
YEARS OVER WHI CH SUCH DEBT SHALL BE AMORTI ZED AND THE TOTAL EXPECTED
DEBT SERVICE PAYABLE ON THE PRI NCI PAL AMOUNT OF SUCH BONDS UNTI L THEI R
RETI REMENT. SUCH | NFORVATI ON SHALL BE PROVIDED TO THE STATE BOARD OF
ELECTIONS BY THE STATE COVMPTROLLER NOT LATER THAN SEVEN DAYS AFTER THE
PASSAGE OF THE LAW AUTHORI ZI NG SUCH BALLOT PROPCSAL. COPI ES OF SUCH TEXT
AND ABSTRACT SHALL BE AVAI LABLE FOR EXAM NATI ON BY VOTERS AT THE POLLI NG

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
LBDO6700- 01- 1



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

S. 2100 2

PLACE ON THE DAY OF SUCH ELECTION AND ON ANY REQ STRATION OR OTHER
ELECTI ON DAY OCCURRI NG AFTER RECElI PT OF SUCH TRANSM SSI ON BY THE BOARD
OF ELECTI ONS AND BEFORE THE DAY OF SUCH ELECTI ON.

b. Wenever any [proposal, proposition or referendum BALLOT PROPCSAL
as provided by lawis to be submtted to a vote of the people of a coun-
ty, city, town, village or special district, at an el ection conducted by
the board of elections, the clerk of such political subdivision, at
least thirty-six days prior to the election at which such [proposal,
proposition or referendun] BALLOT PROPCSAL is to be submitted, shal
transmt to each board of elections a certified copy of the text of such
[ proposal, proposition or referendumand a statenent of] BALLOT PROPOSAL
TOGETHER W TH AN ABSTRACT OF SUCH BALLOT PROPCSAL AND the formin which
it is to be submtted. THE FORM SHALL CONSI ST ONLY OF A SHORT TITLE
| NDI CATI NG GENERALLY AND BRIEFLY AND |IN A CLEAR AND COHERENT NMANNER
USI NG WORDS W TH COVMON AND EVERYDAY MEANI NGS, THE SUBJECT MATTER OF
SUCH BALLOT PROPCSAL. THE ABSTRACT OF SUCH BALLOT PROPCSAL SHALL STATE
CONCI SELY THE PURPORT AND EFFECT THEREOF I N A CLEAR AND COHERENT MANNER
USI NG WORDS OF COVMON AND EVERYDAY MEANI NG WHERE THAT BALLOT PROPOSAL
AUTHORI ZES CREATI ON OF A STATE DEBT, THE ABSTRACT SHALL CONTAI N AN ESTI -
MATE OF THE ANTI Cl PATED NUMBER OF YEARS OVER WHI CH SUCH DEBT SHALL BE
AMORTI ZED AND THE TOTAL EXPECTED DEBT SERVI CE PAYABLE ON THE PRI NCI PAL
AMOUNT OF SUCH BONDS UNTI L THEI R RETI REMENT. SUCH FORM OF SUBM SSI ON AND
ABSTRACT SHALL BE PREPARED BY THE ATTORNEY OF SUCH COUNTY, CITY, TOMW,
VI LLAGE OR SPECI AL DI STRICT FOR TRANSM TTAL TO THE APPROPRI ATE BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS NOT LATER THAN THE THI RTY-SI XTH DAY BEFORE SUCH ELECTI ON.
COPIES OF SUCH TEXT AND ABSTRACT SHALL BE AVAI LABLE FOR EXAM NATI ON BY
VOTERS AT THE POLLI NG PLACE ON THE DAY OF SUCH ELECTION. If a specia
election is to be held, such transnmittal shall also give the date of
such el ection.

c. Such certified copy OF THE TEXT shall set out all new nmatter in
italics and enclose 1in brackets, [], all natter to be elimnated from

existing law, and at the bottom of each page shall be appended the
wor ds:

Expl anati on: Matter in italics is new, to be added; nmatter in brack-
ets [] is old law, to be omtted.

d. [In addition to the text, such transmttal shall contain an

abstract of such proposed anendnent, proposition or question, prepared
by the state board of elections concisely stating the purpose and effect
thereof in a clear and coherent nmanner wusing words wth conmmon and
everyday neanings] THE EFFECT OF AN APPROVAL OF A BALLOT PROPCSAL BY
VOTE OF THE PEOPLE SHALL BE DEEMED TO | NCORPORATE THE COWPLETE WORDI NG
CONTAI NED I N THE TEXT OF SUCH BALLOT PROPCSAL, A CERTIFI ED COPY OF WHI CH
WAS TRANSM TTED PURSUANT TO THI S SUBDI VI SI ON

2. [The formin which the proposed amendnent, proposition or question
is to be submtted shall consist of only an abbreviated title indicating
generally and briefly, and in a clear and coherent manner using words
with common and every-day neani ngs, the subject matter of the anendnent,
proposition or question.] |If nore than one such [anendnent, proposition
or question] BALLOT PROPCSAL is to be voted upon at such el ection, each
such [anendnent, proposition or question] BALLOT PROPCSAL respectively
shall be separately and consecutively numnber ed.

3. The attorney general shall advise in the preparation of such
abstract and such form of subm ssion.

S 2. Subdivision 2 of section 4-116 of the election |aw, as anended by
chapter 60 of the laws of 1993, is anended to read as foll ows:
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2. The state board of elections shall publish once in the week
precedi ng any el ection at which [proposed constitutional anmendnents or
ot her propositions or questions] BALLOT PROPCSALS are to be submitted to
the voters of the state an abstract of such [amendnent or question]
BALLOT PROPOSAL | NCLUDI NG AN ESTI MATE OF THE AMORTI ZATI ON PERI OD AND THE
TOTAL ANTI Cl PATED DEBT SERVICE WHERE THE BALLOT PROPCSAL AUTHORI ZES
CREATI ON OF A STATE DEBT, a brief statement of the law or proceedings
authorizing such [subm ssion] BALLOT PROPCSAL, a statenent that such
[ subm ssion] BALLOT PROPCSAL will be nmade and the formin which it is to
be submtted.

S 3. The legislative law is anended by adding a new section 54-b to
read as foll ows:

S 54-B. FORM AND ABSTRACT OF STATEW DE BALLOT PROPCSALS | N CONCURRENT
RESCOLUTI ONS OR LAWS. 1. A CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON OR A LAW WH CH | NCLUDES
A BALLOT PROPOSAL FOR SUBM SSI ON TO A STATEW DE VOTE, SHALL CONTAIN THE
COVWPLETE TEXT OF THE AMENDMENT, PROPOSI TI ON OR QUESTI ON.

2. A CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON OR A LAW WH CH CONTAINS A BALLOT PROPCSAL
TO BE SUBM TTED TO A STATEW DE VOTE ALSO SHALL CONTAIN AN ABSTRACT OF
SUCH BALLOT PROPOSAL CONCI SELY STATI NG THE PURPORT AND EFFECT THEREOF I N
A CLEAR AND COHERENT MANNER USI NG WORDS OF COVMON AND EVERYDAY MEANI NG

3. SUCH CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON OR LAW ALSO SHALL CONTAIN THE FORM I N
VH CH SUCH BALLOT PROPCSAL |'S TO BE SUBM TTED TO A STATEW DE VOTE. SUCH
FORM SHALL CONSI ST OF ONLY A SHORT TI TLE | NDI CATI NG GENERALLY AND BRI EF-
LY, AND IN A CLEAR AND COHERENT MANNER USI NG WORDS W TH COMMON EVERYDAY
MEANI NGS, THE SUBJECT MATTER OF SUCH BALLOT PROPOSAL.

S 4. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw



