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STATE OF NEW YORK

1979
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
January 14, 2011

Introduced by Sen. GQANARIS -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmttee on Energy and Tel econmuni -
cations

AN ACT to amend the public service law, in relation to requiring annua
reviews of nulti-year rate plans

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Paragraph (f) of subdivision 12 of section 66 of the public
service law, as anended by chapter 154 of the laws of 1989, is amended
to read as foll ows:

(f) Wienever there shall be filed with the comrission by any utility
any schedule stating a new rate or charge, or any change in any form of
contract or agreenment or any rule or regulation relating to any rate,
charge or service, or in any general privilege or facility, the comm s-
sion may, at any tine within sixty days fromthe date when such schedul e
woul d or has becone effective, either upon conplaint or wupon its own
initiative, and, if it so orders, w thout answer or other fornal plead-
ing by the utility, but upon reasonable notice, hold a hearing concern-
ing the propriety of a change proposed by the filing. If such change is
a maj or change, the comm ssion shall hold such a hearing. Pending such
hearing and decision thereon, the commission, upon filing with such
schedul e and delivering to the utility, a statenment in witing of its
reasons therefor, nay suspend the operation of such schedul e, but not
for a | onger period than one hundred and twenty days beyond the tine
when it would otherwise go into effect. After full hearing, whether
conpl eted before or after the schedul e goes into effect, the conmm ssion
may nmake such order in reference thereto as would be proper in a
proceedi ng begun after the rate, charge, formof contract or agreenent,
rule, regulation, service, general privilege or facility had becone
effective. If any such hearing cannot be concluded within the period of
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suspensi on as above stated, the conm ssion nay extend the suspension for
a further period, not exceeding six nonths.

| F ANY SUCH SCHEDULE | S BASED ON PRQIECTI ONS OF REVENUES, EXPENDI TURES
AND UTILITY OPERATIONS FOR A PERI OD OF MORE THAN ElI GHTEEN MONTHS, THE
COW SSI ON SHALL ORDER THAT SUCH SCHEDULE | NCLUDE ANNUAL PROQJECTI ONS OR
REVENUES AND EXPENDI TURES AND BENCHVARKS FOR MAI NTENANCE AND OPERATI ONS,
SERVICE QUALITY AND SUCH OTHER PRQJECTI ONS AS THE COWM SSI ON MAY DEEM
APPROPRI ATE, AND SHALL COMMENCE A PROCEEDING TO REVIEW THE CONTI NUED
VALI DI TY OF SUCH PROJECTI ONS NOT MORE THAN THREE MONTHS AFTER THE ANNI -
VERSARY DATE OF THE DATE SUCH SCHEDULE BECAME EFFECTI VE. ALL PARTIES TO
THE PROCEEDI NG AT WHI CH THE SCHEDULE WAS ORI G NALLY CONSI DERED SHALL BE
ENTI TLED TO PARTY STATUS IN THE REVI EW PROCEEDI NG PROVI DED, HOWEVER,
THAT NOTHING IN TH S PARAGRAPH SHALL PRECLUDE THE ADM SSION OF ADDI -
TI ONAL PERSONS TO THE PROCEEDING |F THEIR |INTERVENTION |S LIKELY TO
CONTRIBUTE TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF A COWLETE RECORD OR IS OTHERW SE
FAIR AND | N THE PUBLIC | NTEREST. UPON A DETERM NATI ON THAT ANY OF THE
PRQJIECTI ONS WAS NOT MET OR IS I N NEED OF RECONSI DERATI ON, THE COWM SSI ON
MAY MAKE SUCH ORDERS AS |IT DEEMS APPROPRIATE. A REVI EW PROCEEDI NG
COMMENCED PURSUANT TO THI S PARAGRAPH MAY BE DEEMED TO CONSTITUTE A
PROCEEDI NG UNDERTAKEN PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON TWENTY OF THI' S SECTI ON.
SI M LAR REVI EW PROCEEDI NGS SHALL BE COMMVENCED NOT MORE THAN THREE MONTHS
AFTER ANY SUBSEQUENT ANNI VERSARY DATE OF THE ORI G NAL SCHEDULE' S EFFEC
TIVE DATE, PROVIDED, HONEVER, THAT SUCH PROCEEDI NGS SHALL CONSI DER ANY
REVI SED PROJECTI ONS ORDERED | N PRI OR REVI EW PROCEEDI NGS.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a |law. Provided that the public service conm ssion
is immediately authorized and directed to take any and all actions,
including but not limted to the pronmulgation of any necessary rules,
necessary to fully inplenment the provisions of this act on its effective
dat e.



