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STATE OF NEW YORK

1974--A
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
January 14, 2011

I ntroduced by Sens. G ANARI' S, HASSELL- THOMPSON -- read tw ce and ordered
printed, and when printed to be conmtted to the Conmttee on
El ections -- reconmtted to the Commttee on Elections in accordance
with Senate Rule 6, sec. 8 -- conmittee discharged, bill anended,
ordered reprinted as anmended and recommitted to said commttee

AN ACT to anend the election law, the vehicle and traffic law and the
tax law, in relation to enacting the "automatic voter registration
act"

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "automatic voter registration act".

S 2. The election law is amended by adding a new section 5-212-a to
read as foll ows:

S 5-212-A. AUTOVATI C VOTER REQ STRATION. 1. I N ADDI TI ON TO ANY OTHER
METHOD OF VOTER REG STRATI ON PROVIDED FOR IN THI S ARTI CLE, EACH QUALI -
FIED PERSON SHALL BE REQ STERED TO VOTE PURSUANT TO THE PROVI SI ONS OF
THI S SECTI ON.

2. ON OR BEFORE THE FI RST OF SEPTEMBER, THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHI -
CLES SHALL TRANSM T TO THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS THE NAME AND ADDRESS
OF EVERY CITI ZEN OF THE UNI TED STATES, WHO | S A RESI DENT OF THI S STATE,
VWHO HAS ATTAINED OR WLL ATTAIN THE AGE OF ElI GHTEEN YEARS ON OR BEFORE
THE NEXT GENERAL ELECTIQON, AND WHO HOLDS A NON- DRI VER | DENTI FI CATI ON
CARD, LEARNER S PERM T OR DRI VER S LI CENSE PURSUANT TO THE VEH CLE AND
TRAFFI C LAW

3. ON OR BEFORE THE FI RST OF SEPTEMBER, THE DEPARTMENT OF TAXATI ON AND
FINANCE SHALL TRANSM T TO THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS THE NAME AND
ADDRESS OF EVERY CI TI ZEN OF THE UNI TED STATES, WHO | S A RESI DENT OF THE
STATE, WHO HAS ATTAINED OR WLL ATTAIN THE AGE OF El GHTEEN YEARS ON OR
BEFORE THE NEXT GENERAL ELECTION, AND WHO HAS SUBM TTED A RESI DENT

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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PERSONAL | NCOVE TAX RETURN PURSUANT TO ARTI CLE TWENTY- TWO OF THE TAX
LAW

4. THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL COWPI LE THE | NFORMATI ON SUBM T-
TED PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SIONS TWOD AND THREE OF THIS SECTION FOR THE
PURPCSE OF COWLYING WTH THE PROVISIONS OF SUBDI VI SI ON THI RTEEN OF
SECTI ON 3-102 OF THI S CHAPTER, AND W THI N TEN DAYS OF THE RECElI PT OF THE
NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF PERSONS PURSUANT TO SUCH SUBDIVISIONS TWO AND
THREE, THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL TRANSM T EACH SUCH NAME AND
ADDRESS TO THE APPROPRI ATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS, BASED UPON THE ADDRESS,
AND EACH SUCH PERSON SHALL | MVEDI ATELY BE REGQ STERED TO VOTE.

5. THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS |I'S AUTHORI ZED AND DI RECTED TO ESTAB-
LI SH ANY RULES AND REGULATI ONS NECESSARY TO | MPLEVMENT THE PROVI SIONS  OF
THI S SECTI ON.

6. NO PROVISION OF TH'S SECTION SHALL BE DEEMED TO PROVI DE FOR THE
ENROLLMENT OF ANY PERSON I N A PARTY. EVERY PERSON REG STERED PURSUANT TO
THI S SECTI ON MAY ENRCLL I N A PARTY BY COWPLYING WTH THE PROVI SIONS OF
TI TLE THREE OF TH S ARTI CLE.

S 3. Subdivisions 2 and 3 of section 5-212-a of the election [aw, as
added by section two of this act, are anmended to read as foll ows:

2. On or before the first of Septenber EACH YEAR, the departnent of
notor vehicles shall transmit to the state board of elections the nane
and address of every citizen of the United States, who is a resident of
this state, who has attained or will attain the age of eighteen years
AFTER THE DATE OF THE | MVEDI ATELY PRECEDI NG GENERAL ELECTI ON AND on or
bef ore the next general election, and who holds a non-driver identifica-
tion card, learner's permt or driver's license pursuant to the vehicle
and traffic |aw

3. On or before the first of Septenber EACH YEAR, the departnent of
taxation and finance shall transmt to the state board of elections the
nane and address of every citizen of the United States, who is a resi-
dent of the state, who has attained or will attain the age of eighteen
years AFTER THE DATE OF THE | MVEDI ATELY PRECEDI NG GENERAL ELECTI ON AND
on or before the next general election, and who has submtted a resident
personal inconme tax return pursuant to article twenty-two of the tax
I aw.

S 4. Section 201 of the vehicle and traffic law is anmended by adding a
new subdi vision 8 to read as foll ows:

8. NO PROVISION OF THHS SECTION SHALL BE DEEMED TO PROH BIT THE
DEPARTMENT FROM COWPLYING WTH THE PROVI SIONS OF SUBDI VI SION TWO OF
SECTI ON 5-212-A OF THE ELECTI ON LAW THE | NFORVATI ON REQUI RED BY SUCH
SUBDI VI SION SHALL BE PROVIDED TO THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS W THOUT
ANY FEE | MPOSED BY SECTI ON TWO HUNDRED TWO OF THI S ARTI CLE.

S 5. Section 170 of the tax law is anended by addi ng a new subdi vi si on
9 to read as foll ows:

9. NOPROVISION OF THHS CHAPTER SHALL BE DEEMED TO PROH BIT THE
DEPARTMENT FROM COWVPLYING W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF SUBDI VI SI ON THREE OF
SECTI ON 5-212-A OF THE ELECTI ON LAW THE | NFORVATI ON REQUI RED BY SUCH
SUBDI VI SION SHALL BE PROVIDED TO THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS W THOUT
ANY CHARGE OR FEE.

S 6. The state board of elections shall conduct a study of the practi-
cality and cost-effectiveness of providing autonatic voter registration
pursuant to section 5-212-a of the election |aw, as added by section two
of this act and anended by section three of this act. In addition, such
board shall study the feasibility of utilizing other state and |ocal
records for the purpose of autonmatically registering persons to vote. On
or before January 1, 2014, the state board of elections shall submt a
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report of its findings and reconmendati ons pursuant to this section to
the governor, tenporary president of the senate and speaker of the
assenbl y.

S 7. This act shall take effect imediately, except that section three
of this act shall take effect one year after the effective date of this
act .



