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STATE OF NEW YORK

1970
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
January 14, 2011

Introduced by Sen. GQANARIS -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on El ections

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to designating additiona
partici pati ng agenci es for purposes of agency assisted voter registra-
tion

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The openi ng paragraph of section 5-211 of the election |aw,
as anmended by chapter 200 of the laws of 1996, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

Each agency designated as a participating agency under the provisions
of this section shall inplenent and adninister a program of distribution
of voter registration forns pursuant to the provisions of this section.
The following offices which provide public assistance and/ or provide
state funded prograns prinmarily engaged in providing services to persons
with disabilities are hereby designated as voter registration agencies:
desi gnated as the state agencies which provide public assistance are the
[departnent of social services] OFFICE OF TEMPORARY AND DI SABI LI TY
ASSI STANCE and t he departnent of health. Al so designated as public
assi stance agencies are all agencies of |ocal governnent that provide
such assi stance. Designated as state agencies that provide prograns
primarily engaged in providing services to people with disabilities are
the departnent of l|abor, office for the aging, division of veterans'
affairs, office of mental health, office of vocational and educationa
services for individuals with disabilities, commssion on quality of
care for the nentally disabled, office of nental retardati on and devel -
opnmental disabilities, conmssion for the blind and visually hand-
i capped, office of alcoholismand substance abuse services, the office
of the advocate for the disabled and all offices which admnister
prograns established or funded by such agencies. Additional state agen-
cies designated as voter registration offices are the departnent of
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state and the division of workers' conpensation. Such agencies shall be
required to offer voter registration forns to persons wupon initia
application for services, renewal or recertification for services and
change of address relating to such services. Such agencies shall also be
responsi ble for providing assistance to applicants in conpleting voter
registration forns, receiving and transmtting the conpleted application
formfromall applicants who wish to have such formtransmtted to the
appropriate board of elections. The state board of el ections shall

together with representatives of the departnent of defense, develop and
i mpl enment  procedures for including recruitnent offices of the arned
forces of the United States as voter registration offices when such
offices are so designated by federal |aw. The state board shall also
make request of the United States Inmm gration and Naturalization Service

to include applications for registration by mil wth any naterials
which are given to new citizens. Al institutions of the state univer-
sity of New York and the city university of New York, shall, at the

beginning of the school year, and again in January of a year in which
the president of the United States is to be el ected, provide an applica-
tion for registration to each student in each such institution. The
state board of elections may, by regulation, grant a waiver from any or
all of the requirenents of this section to any office or program of an
agency, if it determnes that it is not feasible for such office or
programto adm ni ster such requirenment. ALSO DESI GNATED AS PARTI Cl PAT-
I NG AGENCI ES ARE ALL PUBLIC LIBRARIES, WHI CH SHALL BE REQUI RED TO OFFER
VOTER REG STRATI ON FORMS TO PERSONS EI GHTEEN YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER UPON
I NI TI AL APPLI CATI ON FOR A LI BRARY CARD. ALSO DESI GNATED AS PARTI Cl PATI NG
AGENCIES ARE ALL LOCAL HOUSI NG AUTHORI TI ES, WHI CH SHALL BE REQUI RED TO
OFFER VOTER REGQ STRATI ON FORMS TO PERSONS UPON | NI TI AL APPLI CATI ON  FOR
SERVI CES OR RECERTI FI CATI ON FOR SERVI CES. ALSO DESI GNATED AS PARTI Cl PAT-
ING AGENCIES ARE ALL PUBLIC H GH SCHOOLS, WHI CH SHALL BE REQUI RED TO
OFFER VOTER REGQ STRATI ON FORMS TO ALL SENI ORS UPON THEI R GRADUATI ON.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a |law, provided that the state board of elections
is authorized to pronul gate any rules necessary to inplenment this act on
or before its effective date.



