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STATE OF NEW YORK

1866
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
January 13, 2011

I ntroduced by Sen. ESPAILLAT -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Investigations and Govern-
ment Operations

AN ACT to amend the state law, in relation to apporti onment of senate
and assenbly districts in the state

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision b of section 127 of the state | aw, as added by
chapter 35 of the laws of 2002, is anended to read as foll ows:

b. It is intended that this article and the districts described herein
conpl etely enconpass all the area within the state. It is also intended
that such districts apportioned on the basis of THE FEDERAL CENSUS TAKEN
IN THE YEAR two t housand [ popul ati on] TEN AND EACH FEDERAL CENSUS TAKEN
DECENNI ALLY THEREAFTER, contain all the inhabitants in this state. It is
further intended that [the apportionnment and districting provided for in
this article result in the creation of districts which are substantially
equal in popul ation. It is also intended that] no district shal
include any of the area included within the description of any other
district. DI STRICTS DESCRIBED WTHI N TH S ARTI CLE SHALL BE |IN ACCORD
ANCE W TH SECTI ON TWD OF ARTI CLE ONE OF THE UNI TED STATES CONSTI TUTI ON
SECTI ONS FOUR AND FI VE OF ARTI CLE THREE OF THE STATE CONSTI TUTI ON AND I N
A MANNER THAT ENSURES THE FAIR AND EFFECTIVE REPRESENTATION FOR ALL
RESI DENTS OF THE STATE, | NCLUDI NG RACI AL, ETHNI C AND LANGUAGE M NORI TY
GROUPS, AND ADHERE TO ALL STANDARDS AND PRACTICES SET FORTH IN THE
FEDERAL VOTI NG RI GHTS ACT (42 U.S.C. SS1971 ET. SEQ ) AND OTHER RELEVANT
FEDERAL REGULATI ONS. THE STATE LEG SLATI VE DI STRI CTS SHALL:

(1) BE DRAWN TO KEEP | NTACT WTHI N A SI NGLE DI STRI CT THOSE NEI GHBOR-
HOODS AND COVMUNI TI ES W TH ESTABLI SHED TI ES OF COMVON | NTEREST AND ASSO-
Cl ATI ON, WHETHER HI STORI CAL, RACIAL, ECONOM C, ETHNIC, RELIGQUS OR
OTHER,;

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(2) BE OF SUBSTANTI AL EQUALI TY OF POPULATI ON W TH OTHER CONGRESSI ONAL,
SENATE AND ASSEMBLY DI STRICTS, PROVI DED THAT, FOR SENATE AND ASSEMBLY
DI STRI CTS, NO SUCH DEVI ATI ON SHALL EXCEED ONE PERCENT OF THE AVERAGE
POPULATI ON OF ALL SENATE OR ASSEMBLY DI STRI CTS;

(3) BE COWOCSED OF COVPACT AND CONTI GUOUS TERRI TORY, PROVI DED THAT
LAND AREAS SEPARATED BY A WATERWAY SHALL NOT BE | NCLUDED W THI N THE SAME
DI STRI CT UNLESS SUCH WATERWAY | S TRAVERSED BY A HI GHWAY BRI DGE OR TUNNEL
VH CH BEG NS AND TERM NATES W THI N THE SAME SUCH DI STRI CT, EXCEPT THAT,
POPULATI ON  PERM TTI NG, | SLANDS NOT CONNECTED TO THE MAI NLAND OR ANOTHER
| SLAND BY A H GHWAY BRI DGE OR TUNNEL SHALL BE IN THE SAME DISTRICT AS
THE NEAREST LAND AREA W THI N THE SAME PCLI TI CAL SUBDI VI SI ON;

(4) BE DRAW SUCH THAT THE NUMBER OF COUNTI ES WHOSE TERRI TORY | S
Dl VI DED AMONG MORE THAN ONE DI STRI CT SHALL BE AS SMALL AS PGCSSI BLE AND,
W THI N COUNTI ES SO DI VI DED, THE NUMBER OF TOWNS AND CI TI ES DI VI DED AMONG
MORE THAN ONE DI STRI CT SHALL BE AS SMALL AS POSSI BLE;

(5) NOT BE DRAWN WTH AN |INTENT TO FAVOR OR OPPOSE ANY PCLI TI CAL
PARTY, ANY | NCUMBENT FEDERAL OR STATE LEG SLATOR, OR ANY PREVIOUS OR
PRESUMED CANDI DATE FOR OFFI CE;

(6) TO THE EXTENT PRACTICABLE, CONCIDE WTH CITY, TOAN AND COUNTY
BOUNDARI ES;

(7) TO THE EXTENT PRACTI CABLE, EACH ASSEMBLY DI STRI CT SHALL BE ENTI RE-
LY WTHI N A SINGLE SENATE DI STRI CT, AND TO THE EXTENT CONSI STENT W TH
THE PROVISIONS OF PARAGRAPH FOUR OF THI'S SUBDI VI SION, NO ASSEMBLY
DI STRICT SHALL BE WTHI N MORE THAN TWD SENATE DI STRI CTS; AND

(8) TO THE EXTENT CONSI STENT W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF PARAGRAPH FOUR OF
THIS SUBDIVISION, NO SENATE DISTRICT SHALL |NCLUDE MORE THAN THREE
ASSEMBLY DI STRI CTS.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



