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STATE OF NEW YORK

9989
I N ASSEMBLY
April 30, 2012

Introduced by M of A J. MLLER -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Local Governnents

AN ACT to anend the general nunicipal law, in relation to requiring a
mandat ory referendum on | ocal union contracts; and to anend the educa-
tion law, in relation to local wunion contracts involving school
districts

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The general municipal |law is anmended by adding a new arti -
cle 19-C to read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 19-C
REFERENDUM ON LOCAL UNI ON CONTRACTS
SECTI ON 990- L. DEFI NI TI ONS.
990-M MANDATORY REFERENDUM
990- N. CONDUCT OF REFERENDUM

S 990-1. DEFINITIONS. FOR PURPOSES OF THIS ARTICLE, THE FOLLOW NG
TERMS SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOW NG MEANI NGS:

1. "LOCAL UN ON CONTRACT" SHALL MEAN ANY WRI TTEN AGREEMENT BETWEEN A
PUBLI C EMPLOYER AND AN EMPLOYEE ORGANI ZATI ON DETERM NI NG THE TERMS AND
CONDI TIONS OF EMPLOYMENT OF PUBLIC EMPLOYEES WHICH | S SUBJECT TO THE
PROVI SI ONS OF ARTI CLE FOURTEEN OF THE ClVIL SERVI CE LAW

2. THE TERM "PUBLI C EMPLOYER' MEANS (A) A COUNTY, CITY, TOM, VILLAGE
OR ANY OTHER PCLITICAL SUBDIVISION OR CIVIL D VISION OF THE STATE, OR
(B) A SCHOOL DI STRICT OR ANY GOVERNMENTAL EMPLOYER OPERATING A PUBLIC
SCHOOL.

3. THE TERM "EMPLOYEE ORGANI ZATI ON' SHALL HAVE THE SAME MEANI NG AS
PROVI DED | N SECTI ON TWO HUNDRED ONE OF THE Cl VIL SERVI CE LAW

4. THE TERM "PUBLI C EMPLOYEE" SHALL HAVE THE SAME MEANI NG AS PROVI DED
IN SECTION TWDO HUNDRED ONE OF THE ClVIL SERVI CE LAW EXCEPT THAT FOR
PURPCSES OF THI S ARTI CLE, THE TERM "PUBLI C EMPLOYEE" SHALL NOT | NCLUDE:

(A) POLI CE OFFI CERS, AND

(B) ANY EMPLOYEE OF A FIRE COWPANY | F THE MAJORI TY OF SUCH FI RE COWPA-
NY' S FlI REFI GHTERS ARE VOLUNTEERS AND SUCH VOLUNTEERS PROVI DE MORE THAN

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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FIFTY PERCENT OF SUCH FI RE COVPANY' S MANPOAER WHEN RESPONDI NG TO FI RE
ALARMS AND OTHER FI RE COVPANY CALLS.

5. "ENDORSED' SHALL MEAN ANY CAMPAI GN CONTRIBUTION AND | N KIND
CONTRI BUTI ON MADE BY ANY EMPLOYEE ORGANI ZATION IN SUPPORT OF THE
CAMPAIGN FOR ELECTION OF ANY MEMBER OF THE GOVERNI NG BOARD OF SUCH
PUBLI C EMPLOYER

S 990-M MANDATORY REFERENDUM 1. A LOCAL UNI ON CONTRACT SHALL NOT
BECOVE EFFECTIVE UNLESS SUCH CONTRACT HAS BEEN SUBM TTED TO THE QUALI -
FI ED ELECTORS OF THE PUBLI C EMPLOYER AND RATI FI ED BY SUCH ELECTORS, FOR
THEI R APPROVAL OR DI SAPPROVAL | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF
SECTI ON NI NE HUNDRED NI NETY-N OF THI S ARTI CLE.

2. THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL ONLY APPLY | F:

(A) THE MEMBERS OF THE EMPLOYEE ORGANI ZATI ON ARE REQUI RED TO RATIFY
SUCH CONTRACT; AND

(B) (1) ITF AMIORTY OF THE MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNI NG BOARD OF SUCH
PUBLI C EMPLOYER WERE ENDORSED BY THE EMPLOYEE ORGANI ZATI ON; OR

(1) I'F ANY MEMBER OF THE GOVERNI NG BOARD OF SUCH PUBLI C EMPLOYER HAS
A FAMLY MEMBER VWHO IS A MEMBER OF THE EMPLOYEE ORGANI ZATI ON AND SUCH
MEMBER OF THE GOVERNI NG BODY WAS | N ANY WAY | NVOLVED | N THE NEGOTI ATI ONS
OF THE LOCAL UNI ON CONTRACT.

S 990-N. CONDUCT OF REFERENDUM 1. (A) IF SUCH PUBLIC EMPLOYER IS A
COUNTY, CTY OR TOM, A REFERENDUM REQUI RED BY SECTI ON NI NE HUNDRED
NI NETY-M OF THI S ARTI CLE ON A PROPOSED LOCAL UNI ON CONTRACT SHALL BE
PLACED BEFORE THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS IN THE COUNTY, CITY OR TOMN
SERVI CED BY SUCH EMPLOYER AT THE NEXT GENERAL ELECTI ON.

(B) I'F SUCH PUBLIC EMPLOYER IS A VILLAGE A REFERENDUM REQUI RED BY
SECTI ON NI NE HUNDRED NI NETY-M OF THI S ARTI CLE ON A PROPOSED LOCAL UNI ON
CONTRACT SHALL BE PLACED BEFORE THE QUALI FI ED ELECTORS IN THE VILLAGE
SERVI CED BY SUCH EMPLOYER AT THE NEXT GENERAL VI LLAGE ELECTI ON.

(O |IF SUCH PUBLIC EMPLOYER IS A SCHOOL DI STRICT, A REFERENDUM
REQUI RED BY SECTI ON NI NE HUNDRED NI NETY-M OF THI S ARTI CLE ON A PROPCSED
LOCAL UNI ON CONTRACT SHALL BE PLACED BEFORE THE ELECTORS | N THE SCHOOL
DI STRI CT SERVI CED BY SUCH EMPLOYER AT THE NEXT REGULAR SCHOOL DI STRICT
ELECTI ON.

2. NOTICE OF THE REFERENDUM SHALL BE G VEN TO THE ELECTORS OF THE
PUBLI C EMPLOYER BY PUBLI CATI ON | N A NEWSPAPER HAVI NG A GENERAL Cl RCU-
LATION WTH N THE BOUNDARIES OF THE EMPLOYER AT LEAST ONCE A WEEK FOR
FOUR CONSECUTI VE WEEKS | MVEDI ATELY PRI OR TO THE REFERENDUM

3. THE METHOD AND MANNER OF SUBM SSI ON, PREPARATI ON AND PROVI SION OF
BALLOT AND BALLOT LABELS, USE OF VOTI NG MACHI NES, QUALI FI CATI ONS OF
VOTERS, CORRECTI NG REG STERS, AND CONDUCTI NG THE ELECTIQON, CANVASSI NG
THE RESULT AND MAKI NG AND FI LI NG THE RETURNS, AND ALL OTHER PROCEDURES
W TH REFERENCE TO THE SUBM SSI ON OF ANY SUCH REFERENDUM SHALL BE I N THE
SAME METHOD AND MANNER USED FOR VOTI NG | N THE ELECTI ONS PROVIDED FOR I N
SUBDI VISIONS (A), (B) AND (C) OF SUBDIVISION ONE OF THI' S SECTION, OR AS
CLOSE AS |I'S PRACTI CAL, AS DETERM NED BY THE COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS | F
SUCH PUBLI C EMPLOYER IS A COUNTY, CITY, TOMN OR VILLAGE, AND AS DETER
MNED BY THE SCHOOL DISTRICT |IF SUCH PUBLIC EMPLOYER IS A SCHOOL
DI STRI CT, BOARD OF COOPERATI VE EDUCATI ONAL SERVICES, OR A VOCATI ONAL
EDUCATI ONAL AND EXTENSI ON BOARD OR A SCHOCL DI STRI CT AS ENUMERATED | N
SECTI ON ONE OF CHAPTER FI VE HUNDRED SI XTY-SI X OF THE LAWS OF N NETEEN
HUNDRED SI XTY- SEVEN, AS AMENDED, PROVI DED, HOWEVER, ALL COSTS ASSOCI ATED
WTH THE BALLOTS TO BE USED AND ADDI Tl ONAL POLL WORKERS NECESSARY FOR
SUCH PROPCSED CONTRACT SHALL BE BORNE BY SUCH PUBLI C EMPLOYER

S 2. Section 2022 of the education lawis anmended by adding a new
subdivision 3-a to read as foll ows:
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3-A.  MANDATORY REFERENDUMS ON LOCAL UNI ON CONTRACTS | NVOLVI NG SCHOOL
DI STRI CTS, REQUI RED PURSUANT TO SECTION NINE HUNDRED NI NETY-M OF THE
GENERAL MUNI CI PAL LAW SHALL BE SUBM TTED TO THE VOTE OF THE QUALI FI ED
VOTERS OF SUCH SCHOCL DI STRICT AT THE NEXT SUCCEEDI NG REGULAR SCHOOL
DI STRI CT ELECTI ON.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have become a |aw, provided however that the anendnents to
section 2022 of the education | aw nade by section two of this act shall
survive the expiration and reversion of such section as provided in
section 13 of part A of chapter 97 of the |laws of 2011, as anended.



