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STATE OF NEW YORK

9866
I N ASSEMBLY
April 18, 2012

Introduced by M of A V. LOPEZ -- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Election Law

AN ACT to anmend the election law, in relation to requiring ballot rota-
tion

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 6 of section 7-116 of the election |law, the
second undesi gnat ed paragraph as anended by chapter 121 of the laws of
1997, is amended to read as foll ows:

6. In the city of New York, the ballot [on the voting machine] for
primary el ections shall conformto the follow ng additional provisions:

The nanes of the candi dates designated for [such] public office [or
party position] in the primary of a party shall be placed under the
title of the office or position in the alphabetical order of their
surnanmes, in the first or |owest nunbered assenbly district and el ection

district of any political wunit or subdivision within a county. | f
candi dates' surnanes are identical, their given or first nanme shal
deternmine their order. Thereafter the nanes shall be rotated by

el ection districts by transposing the first naned candidate to the
bottom of the order at each succeeding election district, so that each
nane shall appear first and in each other position in an equal nunber,
as nearly as possible, of the election districts [and except, further,
that where two or nore candidates are to be elected to the sane party
position, the nanes of candidates for such a position which appear on
the sane designating petition shall be grouped together on the ballot in
the order in which their names appear on the designating petition and
the group rotated al phabetically in relation to other groups or individ-
ual candidates according to the surnane of the first person on the
designating petition of such group. Goups of candidates for delegate
and alternate delegate, and groups of candidates for nmale and fenal e
del egate and male and fermal e alternate delegate to the sane convention
desi gnated on the sanme petition shall be rotated together al phabetically
in relation to other groups or individual candidates according to the
surnanme of the first person |listed on such designating petition in the
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group of candi dates for whichever of such delegate or alternate del egate
positions wll appear first on the voting nmachine. If the rules of a
party committee provide for equal representation of the sexes anong the
menbers of a state commttee el ected fromeach unit of representation

el ections for male and femal e nenbers of such a conmittee froma single
unit of representation shall be conducted as elections for two different
party positions]. Notw thstanding the provisions of this paragraph, if
the board of elections has assigned nunbers to the candi dates for an
of fice [or position] because of identical or simlar nanes anong such
candi dates, the nanes of such candi dates shall be placed under the title
of such office [or position] in the order of such nunbers in such first
or | owest nunbered district, and the nanes shall not be rotated by
el ection district. Such nanes shall appear in the identical order on
each ballot in each election district.

[ County committee candi dates or groups of candi dates shall be printed
within the first election district of each assenbly district or part
t hereof, according to the priority of filing of designating petitions
and they shall then be rotated by election district by placing the
candi date or group of candi dates designhated in the sane petition as the
candi date or group of candi dates which was printed first in an el ection
district at the bottomof the order in the next succeeding election
district in which a candidate or group of candi dates designated in such
petition appears on the ballot.

In cases where a nane is added to or renoved fromthe ballot by court
order too late to nmke a conplete adjustnment to these requirenents
feasi ble, the name nay be added at the bottom of the list of candidates
in all election districts, or renoved fromthe ballot in all election
di stricts without changing the previously arranged order of other nanes
and wthout invalidating the election.] Any inadvertent error in the
order of nanes discovered too late to correct the order of the names on
the ballots concerned shall not invalidate an el ection.

Except where a contest or candidate is renoved fromthe ballot by
court order too |ate to make conplete conpliance wth this paragraph
feasible, the title of each public office [or party position] and the
nanes of the candidates for such office [or position] appearing on any
[voting nachine] BALLOT used for primary elections in the city of New
York shall appear on such [nmachi ne] BALLOT i medi ately adjacent to one
another, either horizontally or vertically; and no bl ank spaces shal
separate the nanes of candidates actually running for an office [or
party position] on such [voting machine] BALLOT, and no bl ank spaces
shal|l separate any two such offices [or positions] which appear on such
[voting machi ne] BALLOT in the sane colum or row.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



