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STATE OF NEW YORK

9762- - A
| N ASSEMBL Y
April 2, 2012

Introduced by M of A J. MLLER -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Local Governnents -- conmittee discharged, bill anended,
ordered reprinted as anmended and recommitted to said commttee

AN ACT to amend the town | aw and the general nunicipal law, in relation
torequiring fire district budgets to be submtted to a vote of the
qualified electors of the fire district

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "fire district budget enpowernent act".

S 2. Section 181 of the town | aw, as anmended by chapter 240 of the
| aws of 2006, the section heading, subdivisions 1, 2, 3 and 4 as anended
by chapter 555 of the laws of 2007, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 181. Annual budget and | evy of taxes. 1. The fiscal year of each
fire district shall begin on the first day of January and end on the
thirty-first day of Decenber.

For each fiscal year, the board of fire comm ssioners of each fire
district shall prepare and [adopt] SUBM T FOR VOTE an annual budget in
accordance with this section.

2. (a) On or before the twenty-first day prior to the public hearing
required by subdivision three of this section, the board of fire comm s-
sioners shall prepare and adopt a proposed budget for the ensuing fisca
year. Wthin the limtations specified in this article, the proposed
budget shall contain detailed estimates in witing of the anmount of
revenues to be received and the appropriations required for expenditures
to be nmade during such fiscal year for the purposes of such fire
district.

(b) [On or before the |ast date provided by |law for the adoption of
the proposed budget] NO LATER THAN FI VE DAYS BEFORE THE PUBLI C HEARI NG
PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SION THREE OF THI S SECTI ON, the board of fire conm s-

sioners shall prepare an estimate of the fund balance which shall be
affixed to the proposed budget as an appendi x thereto. The estimte of
fund bal ance shall include a breakdown of such fund balance estinated

for encunbrances, anpbunts estimted to be expended for the ensuing

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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fiscal year, anmounts reserved for stated purposes pursuant to |aw,

including reserve funds established pursuant to the general municipa

l aw, and the remai ni ng unappropriated unreserved fund balance as that
term is defined in section one hundred three of this chapter, provided
that the remaining estinmated unappropriated unreserved fund bal ance for
each fund shall not exceed a reasonabl e anmobunt, consistent with prudent
budgeti ng practices, necessary to ensure the orderly operation of the
fire district and the continued provision of services, taking into
account factors including, but not limted to, the size of the fund,

cash flows, the certainty with which the anobunts of revenues and expend-
itures can be estimated, and the fire district's experience in prior
fiscal years. For those districts which enploy the cash basis of
accounting, fund bal ance nmeans the cash surplus estinmated to be on hand
at the close of the current fiscal year less clainms payable therefrom
and amounts reserved pursuant to |aw for stated purposes, including
reserve funds established pursuant to the general municipal |aw

(c) [Upon adoption of the proposed budget by the board of fire commi s-
sioners] NO LATER THAN FI VE DAYS BEFORE THE PUBLI C HEARI NG PURSUANT TO
SUBDI VI SI ON THREE OF THI S SECTI ON, the proposed budget shall be filed in
the office of the fire district secretary and nmaintained as a public
docunent avail able for inspection and copying. The fire district secre-
tary shall also reproduce a sufficient nunber of copies of the proposed
budget for distribution upon request to the public and at no cost to the
public. In addition, if the fire district maintains an internet website,
the fire district secretary shall cause the proposed budget to be posted
and mai ntained on the fire district's website until the day after the
public hearing on the proposed budget.

3. (a) The board of commi ssioners of each fire district shall hold a
public hearing on the third Tuesday in Cctober to discuss the contents
of the proposed budget. The hearing shall be conducted and schedul ed in
a manner that nmaxim zes participation. Notice of such public hearing
shall be published at |east once in the official newspaper, or if no
of ficial newspaper has been designated, in any newspaper haV|ng gener a
circulation in the district. At least five days shall el apse between the
date of the first publication of the notice and the date specified for
the hearing. The notice of hearing shall state the tinme when and the
place where the public hearing will be held, the purpose thereof and
that a copy of the proposed budget is available at the office of the
town clerk or <clerks and fire district secretary where it may be
i nspected by any interested person during office hours. In the case of a
fire district that naintains an internet website, the notice of hearing
shall also state that the proposed budget is posted on the fire
district's website. The town clerk or clerks shall cause a copy of the
notice to be posted on the signboard of the town or towns, nmaintained
pursuant to subdivision six of section thirty of this chapter, not |ater
than five days before the day designated for such hearing. The notice
shall also be posted on the municipal and/or fire district website or
websites, if one exists. At such hearing, any person nay be heard in
favor of or against the proposed budget as conpiled, or for or against
any itemor itenms therein contained.

(b) [After] NO LATER THAN FI VE DAYS AFTER the public hearing, the
board of fire conm ssioners may adopt changes, alterations and revisions
to the proposed budget subject to the requirements of paragraph (a) of
subdi vi sion two of this section, except that the board of fire conm s-
sioners shall not add or increase an appropriation to a capital reserve
fund. [On or before the fourth day of Novenber, the board of fire
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commi ssioners shall adopt as the annual budget of the fire district
ei ther the proposed budget or the proposed budget as changed, altered or
revised after the public hearing. In the event that the board of fire
comm ssioners fails to adopt the annual budget by such date, the
proposed budget with such changes, alterations and revisions as shal
have been adopted by the board of fire conm ssioners by that date shal
constitute the annual budget of the fire district] THE FINAL PROPOSED
BUDGET SHALL BE FILED IN THE OFFI CE OF THE FI RE DI STRI CT SECRETARY AND
MAI NTAI NED AS A PUBLI C DOCUMENT AVAI LABLE FOR | NSPECTI ON AND COPYI NG NO
LATER THAN TWENTY- FOUR HOURS AFTER FI NAL ADOPTI ON

4. (A) ANY PROPCSED FI RE DI STRI CT BUDGET PREPARED BY AN ELECTED BOARD
OF FI RE COVMM SSI ONERS SHALL CONFORM W TH THE REQUI REMENTS OF SECTI ON ONE
HUNDRED EI GHTY-ONE- C OF THI' S ARTI CLE

(B) ANY PROPCSED FI RE DI STRI CT BUDGET PREPARED BY AN ELECTED BOARD OF
FI RE COW SSI ONERS, SHALL BE SUBM TTED TO A VOTE OF THE QUALI FI ED ELEC
TORS OF THE FI RE DI STRI CT FOR THEI R APPROVAL OR DI SAPPROVAL AT A GENERAL
ELECTI ON. SUCH VOTE SHALL BE HELD AT THE SAME POLLI NG PLACE AND HELD AT
THE SAME Tl ME AS SUCH GENERAL ELECTI ON.

(© THE VOTE SHALL BE BY BALLOT PREPARED BY SUCH BOARD OF FI RE COWM S-
SI ONERS AND SHALL BE SUBM TTED TO THE LOCAL BOARD OF ELECTI ONS, AT LEAST
THI RTY DAYS PRI OR TO THE ELECTION, FOR THEIR APPROVAL OR DI SAPPROVAL.
ONLY A BALLOT APPROVED BY THE LOCAL BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL BE USED FOR
SUCH VOTE.

(D) THE LOCAL BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL BE RESPONSI BLE FOR CANVASSI NG
AND TALLYI NG SUCH VOTES.

(E) ALL COSTS ASSOCI ATED W TH THE FI RE DI STRICT' S PORTI ON OF THE VOTE
| NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO, ALL COSTS ASSCClI ATED W TH THE PREPARATI ON
AND USE OF BALLOTS AND ANY COSTS ASSOCI ATED W TH ADDI TI ONAL POLL WORKERS
AND ELECTI ON | NSPECTORS NECESSARY FOR SUCH VOTE, SHALL BE BORNE BY SUCH
FIRE DISTRICT. THE LOCAL BOARD OF ELECTIONS SHALL APPO NT SUCH POLL
WORKERS, AND ANY OTHER ELECTI ON PERSONNEL, AS DEEMED NECESSARY BY SUCH
BOARD AND SHALL PRESCRIBE THEIR DUTIES, TITLES, RANKS AND SALARY I N
ACCORDANCE WTH THE PROVISIONS SET FORTH IN SECTION 3-300 OF THE
ELECTI ON LAW

[(c)] 5. Wthin three days after the adoption of the annual budget of
a fire district, the fire district secretary shall prepare and deliver
to the town clerk of each town in which the fire district is |ocated two
certified copies of the annual budget. Neither the town board, town
supervi sor, town clerk nor any other officer or enployee of the town
shall make any change to the annual budget of the fire district.

[4] 6. After the annual budget of a fire district has been affixed to
the annual budget adopted by the town board and a certified copy
presented to the board of supervisors of the county in which the town is
situated as required by section one hundred fifteen of this chapter, the
board of supervisors shall assess and | evy upon the taxable real proper-
ty within the several fire districts the amounts to be raised by tax for
t he purposes of the respective districts as specified in such annua
fire district budget and shall cause the anpbunt so assessed and | evied
to be collected, in the sane manner and at the same tinme and by the sane
officers as town taxes are assessed, levied and collected. Wen such
taxes are collected, the anmount thereof shall be paid to the supervisor
of the town and by himimediately paid to the treasurer of the respec-
tive fire districts. If a fire district includes taxable property
| ocated in nore than one town, the anmount to be assessed, levied and
collected wupon the property within each of such towns shall be appor-
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tioned in accordance with section eight hundred six of the real property
tax | aw

[5] 7. In any case where a parcel of real property separately
assessed on the town assessnent roll shall be divided by the line of the
fire district or of any zone established therein as provided in subdivi-
sion twenty-seven of section one hundred seventy-six of this chapter, it
shall be the duty of the town assessors, after the valuation of the
whol e of such parcel shall have been fixed, to determ ne what proportion
of such valuation is on account of that part of such parcel lying within
the limts of the fire district or of such zone or zones, and the asses-
sors shall enter such proportion separately on the assessnment roll. The
val uation of the real property lying within such fire district or within
such zone or zones, as so fixed and determ ned, shall be the val uation
subject to taxation for the purposes of such fire district or of such
zone or zones.

[6] 8. The treasurer of each fire district shall prepare and file
annually in the office of the town clerk of each town in which any part
of such fire district shall be |located, and in the office of the state
conptroller, a financial statenment setting forth in detail the receipts
and expenditures of such fire district. Such statenment shall be filed in
such offices within sixty days after the close of the fiscal year of the
fire district.

S 3. Paragraph (e) of subdivision 2 and subdivision 5 of section 3-c
of the general rmunicipal |aw, as added by section 1 of part A of chapter
97 of the laws of 2011, are anended to read as foll ows:

(e) "Local government" neans a county, city, town, village, [fire
district,] or special district including but not Iimted to a district
created pursuant to article twelve or twelve-A or governed by article
thirteen of the town law, or created pursuant to article five-A five-B
or five-D of the county |law, chapter five hundred sixteen of the | aws of
ni net een hundred twenty-eight, or chapter two hundred seventy-three of

the laws of nineteen hundred thirty-nine, and shall include town
i nprovenents provided pursuant to articles three-A and twelve-C of the
town law but shall not include the city of New York or the counties

cont ai ned t herein.

5. A local government nmay adopt a budget that requires a tax |evy that
is greater than the tax levy Ilimt for the comng fiscal year, not
including any |levy necessary to support the expenditures pursuant to
subpar agraphs (i) through (iv) of paragraph g of subdivision two of this
section, only if the governing body of such Ilocal governnent first
enacts, by a vote of sixty percent of the total voting power of such
body, a local law to override such Iimt for such comng fiscal year
only, or in the case of a district [or fire district], a resolution,
approved by a vote of sixty percent of the total voting power of such
body, to override such limt for such com ng fiscal year only.

S 4. The town law is anended by adding a new section 181-c to read as
fol | ows:

S 181-C. LI M TATI ONS UPON REAL PROPERTY TAX LEVIES BY FI RE DI STRI CTS.
1. UNLESS OTHERW SE PROVI DED BY LAW THE AMOUNT OF REAL PROPERTY TAXES
THAT MAY BE LEVIED BY OR ON BEHALF OF ANY FIRE DISTRICT, SHALL NOT
EXCEED THE TAX LEVY LIMT ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON, NOT
| NCLUDI NG ANY TAX LEVY NECESSARY TO SUPPORT THE EXPENDI TURES PURSUANT TO
SUBPARAGRAPHS (1) THROUGH (IV) OF PARAGRAPH (G OF SUBDIVISION TWO OF
THI S SECTI ON.

2. AS USED IN THI S SECTI ON
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(A) "ALLOMBLE LEVY GROMH FACTOR' SHALL BE THE LESSER OF: (1) ONE AND
TWO ONE- HUNDREDTHS; OR (I1) THE SUM OF ONE PLUS THE | NFLATI ON FACTOR;
PROVI DED, HOWNEVER, THAT I N NO CASE SHALL THE LEVY GROWMH FACTOR BE LESS
THAN ONE.

(B) "AVAILABLE CARRYOVER' MEANS THE AMOUNT BY WHI CH THE TAX LEVY FOR
THE PRI OR FI SCAL YEAR WAS BELOW THE APPLI CABLE TAX LEVY LIMT FOR SUCH
FI SCAL YEAR, |IF ANY, BUT NO MORE THAN AN AMOUNT THAT EQUALS ONE AND
ONE- HALF PERCENT OF THE TAX LEVY LIMT FOR SUCH FI SCAL YEAR

(© "COM NG FI SCAL YEAR' MEANS THE FI SCAL YEAR FOR WHICH TAX LEVY
LIMTS ARE BEI NG DETERM NED PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON.

(D) "FIRE DI STRICT" MEANS A COVMON FI RE DI STRI CT CREATED PURSUANT TO
TH S ARTI CLE.

(E) "1 NFLATI ON FACTOR' MEANS THE QUOTI ENT OF: (1) THE AVERAGE OF THE
NATI ONAL CONSUMER PRI CE | NDEXES DETERM NED BY THE UNI TED STATES DEPART-
MENT OF LABOR FOR THE TWELVE- MONTH PERI OD PRECEDI NG JANUARY FI RST OF THE
CURRENT YEAR M NUS THE AVERAGE OF THE NATI ONAL CONSUMER PRI CE | NDEXES
DETERM NED BY THE UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF LABOR FOR THE TWELVE- MONTH
PERI OD PRECEDI NG JANUARY FI RST OF THE PRI OR YEAR, DI VIDED BY: (I1) THE
AVERAGE OF THE NATI ONAL CONSUMER PRI CE | NDEXES DETERM NED BY THE UNI TED
STATES DEPARTMENT OF LABOR FOR THE TWELVE- MONTH PERI OD PRECEDI NG JANUARY
FIRST OF THE PRI OR YEAR, WTH THE RESULT EXPRESSED AS A DECI MAL TO FOUR
PLACES.

(F) "PRIOR FI SCAL YEAR' MEANS THE FI SCAL YEAR OF THE FIRE DI STRICT
| MVEDI ATELY PRECEDI NG THE COM NG FI SCAL YEAR.

(G "TAX LEVY LIMT" MEANS THE AMOUNT OF TAXES AUTHORI ZED TO BE LEVI ED
BY OR ON BEHALF OF A FIRE DI STRI CT PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI QN, PROVI DED,
HONEVER, THAT THE TAX LEVY LIM T SHALL NOT | NCLUDE THE FOLLOW NG

(1) A TAX LEVY NECESSARY FOR EXPENDI TURES RESULTI NG FROM COURT ORDERS
OR JUDGVENTS AGAINST THE FI RE DI STRI CT ARI SI NG QUT OF TORT ACTI ONS FOR
ANY AMOUNT THAT EXCEEDS FI VE PERCENT OF THE TOTAL TAX LEVIED IN THE
PRI OR FI SCAL YEAR;

(1'') IN YEARS IN WH CH THE SYSTEM AVERAGE ACTUARI AL CONTRI BUTI ON RATE
OF THE NEW YORK STATE AND LOCAL EMPLOYEES RETI REMENT SYSTEM AS DEFI NED
BY PARAGRAPH TEN OF SUBDI VI SION A OF SECTI ON NI NETEEN-A OF THE RETIRE-
MENT AND SOCI AL SECURITY LAW | NCREASES BY MORE THAN TWO PERCENTAGE
PO NTS FROM THE PREVI QUS YEAR, A TAX LEVY NECESSARY FOR EXPENDI TURES FOR
THE COM NG FI SCAL YEAR FOR FI RE DI STRI CT EMPLOYER CONTRI BUTIONS TO THE
NEW YORK STATE AND LOCAL EMPLOYEES RETI REMENT SYSTEM CAUSED BY GROWH
I N THE SYSTEM AVERAGE ACTUARI AL CONTRI BUTI ON RATE M NUS TWO PERCENTAGE
PO NTS;

(I'11) I'N YEARS I N WHI CH THE SYSTEM AVERAGE ACTUARI AL CONTRI BUTI ON RATE
OF THE NEW YORK STATE AND LOCAL POLI CE AND FI RE RETI REMENT SYSTEM AS
DEFI NED BY PARAGRAPH ELEVEN OF SUBDI VI SION A OF SECTION THREE HUNDRED
NI NETEEN-A OF THE RETI REMENT AND SOCI AL SECURI TY LAW | NCREASES BY MCORE
THAN TWO PERCENTAGE PO NTS FROM THE PREVI QUS YEAR, A TAX LEVY NECESSARY
FOR EXPENDI TURES FOR THE COM NG FI SCAL YEAR FOR FI RE DI STRI CT EMPLOYER
CONTRI BUTI ONS TO THE NEW YORK STATE AND LOCAL POLI CE AND FI RE RETI REMENT
SYSTEM CAUSED BY GROMH IN THE SYSTEM AVERAGE ACTUARI AL CONTRI BUTI ON
RATE M NUS TWO PERCENTAGE PO NTS;

(I'V) IN YEARS | N WH CH THE NORVMAL CONTRI BUTI ON RATE OF THE NEW YORK
STATE TEACHERS' RETI REMENT SYSTEM AS DEFI NED BY PARAGRAPH A OF SUBDI VI -
SION TWO OF SECTION FIVE HUNDRED SEVENTEEN OF THE EDUCATION LAW
| NCREASES BY MORE THAN TWO PERCENTAGE PO NTS FROM THE PREVI QUS YEAR, A
TAX LEVY NECESSARY FOR EXPENDI TURES FOR THE COM NG FI SCAL YEAR FOR FIRE
DI STRICT EMPLOYER CONTRI BUTI ONS TO THE NEW YORK STATE TEACHERS' RETI RE-
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MENT SYSTEM CAUSED BY GROMH | N THE NORVMAL CONTRI BUTI ON RATE M NUS TWO
PERCENTAGE PO NTS.

3. (A SUBJECT TO THE PROVI SI ONS OF SUBDI VI SION SI X OF TH' S SECTI ON,
BEG NN NG W TH THE FI SCAL YEAR THAT BEG NS I N TWO THOUSAND TWELVE, NO
FIRE DI STRICT SHALL ADOPT A BUDGET THAT REQUI RES A TAX LEVY THAT IS
GREATER THAN THE TAX LEVY LIMT FOR THE COM NG FI SCAL YEAR  PROVI DED
HOAEVER THE TAX LEVY LIMT SHALL NOI' PROH BIT A LEVY NECESSARY TO
SUPPORT THE EXPENDI TURES PURSUANT TO SUBPARAGRAPHS (1) THROUGH (IV) OF
PARAGRAPH (G OF SUBDI VI SION TWO OF THI S SECTI ON.

(B)(l) THE COW SSIONER OF TAXATION AND FI NANCE SHALL CALCULATE A
QUANTI TY CHANGE FACTOR FOR EACH FIRE DI STRI CT FOR THE COM NG FI SCAL YEAR
BASED UPON THE PHYSI CAL OR QUANTI TY CHANGE, AS DEFI NED BY SECTI ON TWELVE
HUNDRED TWENTY OF THE REAL PROPERTY TAX LAW REPORTED TO THE COWMM SSI O\
ER OF TAXATI ON AND FI NANCE BY THE ASSESSOR OR ASSESSORS PURSUANT TO
SECTION FIVE HUNDRED SEVENTY-FIVE OF THE REAL PROPERTY TAX LAW THE
QUANTI TY CHANGE FACTOR SHALL SHOW THE PERCENTAGE BY WH CH THE FULL VALUE
OF THE TAXABLE REAL PROPERTY IN THE FIRE DI STRICT HAS CHANGED DUE TO
PHYSI CAL  OR QUANTI TY CHANGE BETWEEN THE SECOND FI NAL ASSESSMENT ROLL OR
ROLLS PRECEDI NG THE FI NAL ASSESSMENT ROLL OR ROLLS UPON VWH CH TAXES ARE
TO BE LEVI ED, AND THE FI NAL ASSESSMENT ROLL OR ROLLS | MVEDI ATELY PRECED-
ING THE FINAL ASSESSMENT ROLL OR ROLLS UPON WH CH TAXES ARE TO BE
LEVI ED.

(I'l) AFTER DETERM NING THE QUANTITY CHANGE FACTOR FOR THE FIRE
DISTRICT, THE COW SSIONER OF TAXATI ON AND FI NANCE SHALL PROCEED AS
FOLLOWG:

(A) IF THE QUANTI TY CHANGE FACTOR | S NEGATIVE, THE COW SSIONER OF
TAXATI ON  AND FINANCE SHALL NOT DETERM NE A TAX BASE GROMH FACTOR FOR
THE FI RE DI STRI CT.

(B) I'F THE QUANTI TY CHANGE FACTOR IS POSITIVE, THE COW SSIONER OF
TAXATI ON  AND FINANCE SHALL DETERM NE A TAX BASE GROMH FACTOR FOR THE
FIRE DISTRICT VHHCH | S EQUAL TO ONE PLUS THE QUANTI TY CHANGE FACTOR

(I'11) THE COW SSI ONER OF TAXATI ON AND FI NANCE SHALL NOTI FY THE STATE
COWTROLLER AND EACH FIRE DI STRICT OF THE APPLI CABLE TAX BASE GROMH
FACTORS, |F ANY, AS SOON THEREAFTER AS SUCH FACTORS ARE DETERM NED.

(© EACH FIRE DI STRICT SHALL CALCULATE THE TAX LEVY LIMT APPLI CABLE
TO THE COM NG FI SCAL YEAR WHI CH SHALL BE DETERM NED AS FOLLOWE:

(1) ASCERTAIN THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF TAXES LEVI ED FOR THE PRI OR FI SCAL
YEAR.

(1) MIULTIPLY THE RESULT BY THE TAX BASE GROMH FACTOR, CALCULATED
PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH (B) OF THI S SUBDI VI SI ON, | F ANY.

(I'1) ADD ANY PAYMENTS IN LIEU OF TAXES THAT WERE RECEI VABLE I N THE
PRI OR FI SCAL YEAR.

(1'V) SUBTRACT THE TAX LEVY NECESSARY TO SUPPORT EXPENDI TURES PURSUANT
TO SUBPARAGRAPH (1) OF PARAGRAPH (G OF SUBDI VI SION TWO OF THI S SECTI ON
FOR THE PRI OR FI SCAL YEAR, |F ANY.

MULTI PLY THE RESULT BY THE ALLOMBLE LEVY GROMH FACTOR.

(VI') SUBTRACT ANY PAYMENTS I N LI EU OF TAXES RECEI VABLE IN THE COM NG
FI SCAL YEAR.

(M) ADD THE AVAI LABLE CARRYOVER, |F ANY.

(D) WHENEVER THE RESPONSI BI LI TY AND ASSOCI ATED COST OF A FI RE DI STRI CT
FUNCTI ON | S TRANSFERRED TO ANOTHER FI RE DI STRI CT, THE STATE COWVPTROLLER
SHALL DETERM NE THE COSTS AND SAVINGS ON THE AFFECTED FIRE DI STRICTS
ATTRI BUTABLE TO SUCH TRANSFER FOR THE FI RST FI SCAL YEAR FOLLOW NG THE
TRANSFER, AND NOTI FY SUCH FI RE DI STRI CTS OF SUCH DETERM NATI ON AND THAT
THEY SHALL ADJUST THEI R TAX LEVY LIM TS ACCORDI NG Y.
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4. (A WHEN TWO OR MORE FI RE DI STRI CTS CONSOLI DATE, THE STATE COWP-
TROLLER SHALL DETERM NE THE TAX LEVY LIMT FOR THE CONSOLI DATED FIRE
DI STRICT FOR THE FI RST FI SCAL YEAR FOLLOW NG THE CONSCLI DATI ON BASED ON
THE RESPECTI VE TAX LEVY LIMTS OF THE FIRE DI STRICTS THAT FORVED SUCH
CONSCLI DATED FIRE DI STRICT FROM THE LAST FISCAL YEAR PRIOR TO THE
CONSCLI DATI ON.

(B) WHEN A FIRE DI STRI CT DI SSOLVES, THE STATE COVPTROLLER SHALL DETER-
M NE THE TAX LEVY LIMT FOR THE FIRE DI STRICT THAT ASSUMES THE DEBTS,
LIABILITIES, AND OBLIGATIONS OF SUCH DI SSCLVED FI RE DI STRI CT FOR THE
FI RST FI SCAL YEAR FOLLOW NG THE DI SSCLUTI ON BASED ON THE RESPECTI VE TAX
LEVY LIMTS OF SUCH DI SSOCLVED FI RE DI STRICT AND SUCH FI RE DI STRI CT THAT
ASSUMES THE DEBTS, LIABILITIES, AND OBLI GATI ONS OF SUCH DI SSOLVED FI RE
DI STRI CT FROM THE LAST FI SCAL YEAR PRI OR TO THE DI SSOLUTI ON.

(© THE TAX LEVY LIM T ESTABLI SHED BY THI S SECTI ON SHALL NOT APPLY TO
THE FI RST FI SCAL YEAR AFTER A FIRE DI STRICT IS NEWY ESTABLISHED OR
CONSTI TUTED THROUGH A PROCESS OTHER THAN CONSOLI DATI ON OR DI SSOLUTI ON.

5. (A NOTW THSTANDI NG NAY OTHER PROVI SI ON OF LAW TO THE CONTRARY, I N
THE EVENT THE BOARD OF FIRE COW SSIONERS OF A° FIRE DI STRICT THAT IS
SUBJECT TO THE PROVISIONS OF TH S SECTI ON PROPOSES A BUDGET THAT W LL
REQUI RE A TAX LEVY THAT EXCEEDS THE TAX LEVY LIMT FOR THE CORRESPONDI NG
FI SCAL YEAR, NOT | NCLUDI NG ANY LEVY NECESSARY TO SUPPORT THE EXPENDI -
TURES PURSUANT TO SUBPARAGRAPHS (1) THROUGH (IV) OF PARAGRAPH (G OF
SUBDI VI SI ON TWO OF THI' S SECTI ON, THEN SUCH BUDGET SHALL BE APPROVED |F
SI XTY PERCENT OF THE VOTES CAST THEREON ARE | N THE AFFI RVATI VE.

(B) WHERE THE BOARD OF FI RE COVMM SSI ONERS PROPOSES A BUDGET SUBJECT TO
THE REQUI REMENTS OF PARAGRAPH (A) OF THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON, THE BALLOT FOR
SUCH BUDGET SHALL | NCLUDE THE FOLLOW NG STATEMENT | N SUBSTANTI ALLY THE
SAME FORM  "ADOPTION OF TH'S BUDGET REQUI RES A TAX LEVY | NCREASE OF
VWH CH EXCEEDS THE STATUTORY TAX LEVY INCREASE LIMT FOR THI S FI SCAL YEAR
AND THEREFORE EXCEEDS THE STATE TAX CAP AND MUST BE APPROVED BY SIXTY
PERCENT OF THE QUALI FI ED VOTERS PRESENT AND VOTI NG. "

6. |IN THE EVENT THAT THE ORI G NAL PROPOSED BUDGET | S NOT' APPROVED BY
THE VOTERS, THE BOARD OF FI RE COW SSI ONERS MAY  ADCPT A FINAL BUDGET
PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON SEVEN OF THI S SECTI ON OR RESUBM T TO THE VOTERS
THE ORIG NAL OR A REVISED BUDGET AT A SPECIAL DISTRICT MEETING I[N
ACCORDANCE W TH THI S CHAPTER. UPON ONE DEFEAT OF SUCH RESUBM TTED BUDG
ET, THE BOARD OF FI RE COW SSI ONERS SHALL ADOPT A FI NAL BUDGET PURSUANT
TO SUBDI VI SI ON EI GHT OF TH S SECTI ON.

7. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SION OF LAW TO THE CONTRARY, |F THE
QUALI FI ED VOTERS FAI L TO APPROVE THE PROPOSED FI RE DI STRI CT BUDGET UPON
RESUBM SSI ON OR  UPON A DETERM NATI ON NOT TO RESUBM T FOR A SECOND VOTE
PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SION SI X OF TH S SECTI ON, THE BOARD OF FIRE COW S-
SI ONERS SHALL LEVY A TAX NO GREATER THAN THE TAX THAT WAS LEVI ED FOR THE
PRI OR FI SCAL YEAR.

8. NOTHING IN TH S SECTI ON SHALL PRECLUDE THE BOARD OF FI RE COW S-
SIONERS OF A FIRE DI STRICT, IN THEI R DI SCRETI ON, FROM SUBM TTI NG ADDI -
TIONAL | TEMS OF EXPENDI TURES TO THE VOTERS FOR APPROVAL AS SEPARATE
PROPOSI TI ONS OR THE VOTERS FROM SUBM TTI NG PROPCSI TI ONS PURSUANT TO THI S
CHAPTER, PROVI DED HONEVER, EXCEPT IN THE CASE OF A PROPCSI TI ON SUBM TTED
FOR ANY EXPENDI TURE CONTAI NED W THI N SUBPARAGRAPHS (1) THROUGH (I1V) OF
PARAGRAPH (G OF SUBDI VI SION TWO OF THI'S SECTION, | F ANY PROPCSI TI ON, OR
PROPOSI TI ONS  COLLECTI VELY THAT ARE SUBJECT TO A VOTE ON THE SAME DATE,
WOULD REQUI RE AN EXPENDI TURE OF MONEY THAT WOULD REQUI RE A TAX LEVY AND
WOULD RESULT IN THE TAX LEVY LIM T BEI NG EXCEEDED FOR THE CORRESPONDI NG
FI SCAL YEAR THEN SUCH PROPOSI TI ON SHALL BE APPROVED | F SI XTY PERCENT OF
THE VOTES CAST THEREON ARE | N THE AFFI RVATI VE.
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S 5. This act shall take effect on the fifteenth of Novenmber next
succeedi ng the date on which it shall have becone a |law and shall only
apply to fire district budgets enacted after the next succeedi ng genera
el ection; provided, however, the anendnents to section 3-c of the gener-
al  rmunicipal |aw nade by section three of this act shall not affect the
repeal of such section and shall be deenmed repeal ed therewth.



