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STATE OF NEW YORK

9092
I N ASSEMBLY
January 20, 2012

Introduced by M of A SIMMNONTZ -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Corporations, Authorities and Conm ssions

AN ACT to anend the public service law, in relation to requiring negoti-
ation of fair ternms between cable tel evision franchi sees and conpeti ng
i ndependent cabl e channel s

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 2 of section 215 of the public
service law, as added by chapter 83 of the |aws of 1995, is anended to
read as foll ows:

(b) prescribe m ninum standards for inclusion in franchises, including
maxi muminitial and renewal terns; mnimum channel capacity; provisions
regarding access to, and facilities to nake use of, channels for educa-
tion and public service prograns; a requirenment that no such franchise
may be exclusive; standards necessary or appropriate to protect the
interests of viewers of free broadcast television and the public gener-
ally, which prohibit or linmt cable television conmpanies from prohibit-
ing or entering into agreenents prohibiting the sale or other transfer
of rights for the simultaneous or subsequent transn ssion over free
broadcast tel evision of any programoriginated or transnmtted over cable
tel evi sion; PROVI SIONS REQUI RING FRANCHI SEES TO NEGOTIATE FAIRLY TO
DETERM NE THE TERMS AND CONDI TI ONS UNDER WHI CH COVPETI NG | NDEPENDENT
CABLE CHANNELS W LL BE CARRI ED BY THE FRANCHI SEE AND, I N THE EVENT SUCH
AGREEMENT AS TO TERMS AND CONDI TIONS CANNOT BE REACHED, PROVI SI ONS
REQUI RI NG THE COW SSI ON TO CONDUCT AN ARBI TRATION OF THE MATTER  and
such ot her standards for inclusion in franchises as the comm ssion shal
deem necessary or appropriate to protect the public interest;

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately and shall apply to any
agreenent between cabl e tel evision franchi sees and conpeti ng | ndependent
cabl e channel s entered into on or after January 1, 2011.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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