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STATE OF NEW YORK

8800
I N ASSEMBLY
( PREFI LED)
January 4, 2012

Introduced by M of A CASTRO -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A LOSQUA-
DRO -- read once and referred to the Comm ttee on Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to authorizing religious
nmeeti ngs and worship in school buildings and school sites

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The openi ng paragraph and paragraph (c) of subdivision 1 of
section 414 of the education |aw, the opening paragraph as anended by
chapter 369 of the laws of 1977 and paragraph (c) as amended by chapter
345 of the | aws of 2009, are anended to read as foll ows:

School houses and the grounds connected therewith and all property
belonging to the district shall be in the custody and under the contro
and supervision of the trustees or board of education of the district.
The trustees or board of education, ORIN THE CITY OF NEW YORK THE
COMMUNI TY SCHOOL BOARD, mmy adopt reasonable regulations for the use of
such school houses, grounds or other property, all portions thereof, when
not in use for school purposes or when the school is in use for schoo
purposes if in the opinion of the trustees or board of education use
will not be disruptive of normal school operations, for such other
publ i c purposes as are herein provided[; except, however, in the city of
New Yor k each community school board shall be authorized to prohibit any
use of school houses and school grounds within its district which would
ot herwi se be pernmitted under the provisions of this section]. Such regu-

|ations shall provide for the safety and security of the pupils and
shall not conflict with the provisions of this chapter and shall conform
to the purposes and intent of this section and shall be subject to

review on appeal to the conm ssioner of education as provided by |aw
The trustees or board of education of each district may, subject to
regul ati ons adopted as above provided, pernmt the use of the school house
and roons therein, and the grounds and ot her property of the district,
when not in use for school purposes or when the school is in wuse for
school purposes if in the opinion of the trustees or board of education

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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use will not be disruptive of normal school operations, for any of the
fol |l owi ng purposes:

(c) For holding social, civic, RELIG@ QUS and recreational neetings and
entertai nnments, and other uses pertaining to the welfare of the comuni -
ty; but such neetings, entertainnment and uses shall be non-exclusive and
shall be open to the general public. G vic neetings shall include, but
not be limted to, nmeetings of parent associations and parent-teacher
associ ati ons. RELI G QUS MEETI NGS SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIM TED TGO
MEETI NGS, SERVI CES AND WORSHI P

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



