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Introduced by M of A MJRRAY, GRAF, MONTESANO, TENNEY, CONTE, DUPREY,
JOHNS, CALHOUN, CURRAN, CORW N, SALADI NO, McDONOUGH, HANNA, RABBITT,
RA, JORDAN, LOSQUADRO, PALMESANO, FRIEND -- Muilti-Sponsored by -- M
of A CERETTO, CROUCH, LATIMER, THI ELE, WEI SENBERG -- read once and
referred to the Conmttee on Governnmental Operations -- reconmtted to
the Commttee on Governnmental Operations in accordance with Assenbly
Rule 3, sec. 2 -- comittee discharged, bill anmended, ordered
reprinted as anmended and reconmtted to said comrttee

AN ACT to anend the civil rights law, in relation to enacting the Inter-
net Protection Act to protect a person's right to know who i s behind
an anonynous i nternet posting

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The civil rights lawis anmended by addi ng a new section
79-0 to read as foll ows:

S 79- 0. ANONYMOUS | NTERNET POSTER;, RIGHT TO KNOW 1. DEFINITIONS. AS
USED IN THIS SECTION, THE FOLLONNG WORDS AND TERMS SHALL HAVE THE
FOLLOW NG MEANI NGS

(A) "ANONYMOUS POSTER' MEANS ANY | NDI VI DUAL WHO POSTS A MESSAGE ON A
VWEB S| TE | NCLUDI NG SOCI AL NETWORKS, BLOGS FORUMS, MESSAGE BOARDS OR ANY
OTHER DI SCUSSI ON SI TE WHERE PECPLE CAN HOLD CONVERSATI ONS | N THE FORM OF
POSTED MESSAGES.

(B) "WEB SI TE ADM NI STRATOR' MEANS ANY PERSON OR ENTITY THAT IS
RESPONSI BLE FOR MAI NTAI NI NG A VEB SI TE OR MANAG NG THE CONTENT OR DEVEL-
OPMENT OF | NFORMATI ON PROVI DED ON A WEB SI TE | NCLUDI NG SOCI AL NETWORKS,
BLOGS FORUMS, MESSAGE BOARDS OR ANY OTHER DI SCUSSI ON SI TE WHERE PEOPLE
CAN HOLD CONVERSATIONS IN THE FORM OF POSTED MESSAGES, ACCESSIBLE VIA A
NETWORK SUCH AS THE | NTERNET OR A PRI VATE LOCAL AREA NETWORK, AND SUCH
WEB SITE IS HOSTED ON A COWUTER SERVER OR SERVERS LOCATED IN THI S
STATE.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(O "INTERNET" MEANS THE G.OBAL SYSTEM OF | NTERCONNECTED COWVPUTER
NETWORKS THAT USE THE | NTERNET PROTOCOL.

(D) "INTERNET PROTOCOL ADDRESS' OR "IP ADDRESS' MEANS A NUMERI CAL
LABEL ASSI GNED TO EACH COVPUTER OR DEVI CE PARTI CI PATING IN A COWUTER
NETWORK THAT USES THE | NTERNET PROTOCOL FOR COVMUNI CATI ON.

(E) "VICTIM MEANS THE | NDI VI DUAL OR OANER, OPERATOR OR CHI EF OFFI CER
OF A BUSINESS, WHO | S THE SUBJECT OR TARGET OF COWWENTS POSTED ON A WEB
SI TE BY AN ANONYMOUS POSTER

2. A VEB SI TE ADM NI STRATOR UPON VALI D REQUEST BY THE VI CTI M OR BY ANY
| NDI VI DUAL  ACTI NG | N BEHALF OF A VI CTI M UNDER THE AGE OF EI GHTEEN SHALL
REMOVE ANY COMMENTS POSTED ON H'S OR HER WEB SI TE BY AN ANONYMOUS  POST-
ER, WTH N FORTY-EIGHT HOURS, UNLESS SUCH ANONYMOUS POSTER AGREES TO
ATTACH H'S OR HER NAME TO THE POST AND CONFIRMS THAT H'S OR HER IP
ADDRESS, LEGAL NAME, AND HOVE ADDRESS ARE ACCURATE. ALL WEB SI TE ADM N-
| STRATORS SHALL HAVE A CONTACT NUMBER OR E- MAI L ADDRESS POSTED FOR SUCH
REMOVAL REQUESTS, CLEARLY VISIBLE |N ANY SECTI ONS WHERE COMMENTS ARE
POSTED.

3. TO DETERM NE A VALI D REQUEST FOR REMOVAL BY A VICTIM A WEB SITE
ADM NI STRATOR MJST OBTAI N AND CONFI RM THE REQUESTOR' S | P ADDRESS, LEGAL
NAME, AND HOVE ADDRESS ARE ACCURATE; CONFI RM THAT THE REQUESTOR IS THE
VICTIM OF SUCH COMVENTS; AND MAKE A GOOD FAI TH EFFORT TO DETERM NE THAT
COMMVENTS REGARDI NG A VI CTI M ARE FACTUALLY BASED, ACCUSATORY OR SLANDER-
QUS STATEMENTS AND NOT OPINIONS. WHEN DETERM NI NG THE FACTUALI TY OF
COMMENTS, FACTUALLY BASED STATEMENTS CAN BE TRUE OR FALSE, AS LONG AS
SUCH FACTUALLY BASED STATEMENTS ARE NOT OPI NI ON.

4. ANY PERSONAL | NFORMATION OBTAINED BY A WEB SITE ADM NI STRATOR
PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION SHALL BE CONFIDENTIAL AND SHALL NOT BE
DI SCLOSED EXCEPT TO LAW ENFORCEMENT AUTHORI TI ES | NVOLVED | N AN | NVESTI -
GATI ON OF SUCH POSTED COMVENTS. A WEB SI TE ADM NI STRATOR SHALL EXERCI SE
REASONABLE CARE | N PREVENTI NG SUCH UNAUTHORI ZED DI SCLOSURE. W LLFUL
DI SCLOSURE OF A RECORD REQUI RED TO BE KEPT CONFI DENTI AL PURSUANT TO THI S
SECTI ON TO A PERSON NOT AUTHORI ZED TO RECElI VE OR REVI EW SUCH RECORD | S A
CLASS A M SDEMEANOR.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



