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STATE OF NEW YORK

8498
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
June 19, 2011

Introduced by M of A MORELLE -- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on | nsurance

AN ACT to anend the insurance law, in relation to paynents to certain
provi ders of anbul ance services

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subsection (i) of section 3224-a of the insurance law, as
added by a chapter of the laws of 2011 anendi ng the insurance |aw rel at-
ing to paynents to prehospital energency nedical services providers, as
proposed in legislative bills nunbers S.2714-B and A 4093-B, is anended
to read as foll ows:

(i) Payments to nonparticipating or nonpreferred providers of anbu-
| ance services licensed under article thirty of the public health |aw
( EXCLUDI NG PAYMENTS FOR SERVI CES RELATED TO Al R TRANSPORT). (1) Wenev-
er an insurer or an organization, or corporation |icensed or certified
pursuant to article forty-three or forty-seven of this chapter or arti-
cle forty-four of the public health |Iaw provides that any health care
claims submtted under contracts or agreenments issued or entered into
pursuant to this article or articles forty-two, forty-three or forty-
seven of this chapter and article forty-four of the public health |aw
| NCLUDI NG AMBULANCE SERVI CES PROVI DED BY A MUNI Cl PALLY OANED AND OPER-
ATED PROVI DER OF AMBULANCE SERVICES IN A CITY WTH A POPULATION OF ONE
MLLION OR MORE are payable to a participating or preferred provider of
anbul ance services for services rendered, the insurer, organization, or
corporation licensed or certified pursuant to article forty-three or
forty-seven of this chapter or article forty-four of the public health
law shall be required to pay such benefits either directly to any sim -
larly licensed nonparticipating or nonpreferred provider [at the usua
and customary charge, which shall not be excessive or unreasonable,]
when the provider has rendered such services, has a witten assignnent
of benefits, and has caused witten notice of such assignnent to be
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given to the insurer, organization, or corporation |icensed or certified
pursuant to article forty-three or forty-seven of this chapter or arti-
cle forty-four of the public health law or jointly to such nonpartic-
i pating or nonpreferred provider and to the insured, subscriber, or
ot her covered person; provided, however, that in either case the insur-
er, organi zation, or corporation licensed or certified pursuant to arti -
cle forty-three or forty-seven of this chapter or article forty-four of
the public health law shall be required to send such benefit paynents
directly to the provider who has the witten assignnent. Wen paynent is
made directly to a provider of anbul ance services as authorized by this
section, the insurer, organization, or corporation licensed or certified
pursuant to article forty-three or forty-seven of this chapter or arti-
cle forty-four of the public health |aw shall give witten notice of
such paynent to the insured, subscriber, or other covered person.

(2) [An insurer shall provide reinbursenent for those services
prescribed by this section at rates negoti ated between the insurer and
the provider of such services. In the absence of agreed upon rates, an
insurer shall pay for such services at the usual and customary char ge,
whi ch shall not be excessive or unreasonable] EXCEPT FOR AMBULANCE
SERVI CES PROVI DED BY A MUNI Cl PALLY OANED AND OPERATED PROVI DER OF AMBU-
LANCE SERVICES IN A CITY WTH A POPULATION OF ONE MLLION OR MORE, NO
| NSURER SHALL BE OBLI GATED TO RElI MBURSE THE NONPARTI CI PATI NG OR NONPRE-
FERRED PROVI DER AT AN AMOUNT GREATER THAN IT WOULD HAVE PAID FOR THE
SAME SERVI CE | F PROVI DED BY A PARTI Cl PATI NG OR PREFERRED PROVI DER.

(3) FOR AMBULANCE SERVI CES PROVI DED BY A MUNI Cl PALLY OMNED AND OPER-
ATED PROVI DER OF AMBULANCE SERVICES IN A CITY WTH A POPULATION OF ONE
MLLION OR MORE, AN INSURER SHALL PAY FOR SUCH SERVI CES AS DETERM NED
PURSUANT TO A PUBLI C RATENMAKI NG HEARI NG THAT | NCLUDES AN OPPORTUNI TY FOR
PUBLI C COMVENT.

(4) Nothing contained in this section shall be deemed to prohibit the
paynment of different |[|evels of benefits or fromhaving differences in
coi nsurance percentages applicable to benefit I|evels for services
provi ded by participating or preferred providers and nonparticipating or
nonpr ef erred provi ders AS DEEMED APPROPRI ATE BY THE SUPERI NTENDENT.

[ The provisions of this section shall not apply to policies that do
not include coverage for anbul ance services. ]

S 2. This act shall take effect on the same date and in the sane
manner as a chapter of the |aws of 2011 anendi ng the insurance |aw
relating to paynents to prehospital emergency nedical services provid-
ers, as proposed in legislative bills nunbers S.2714-B and A. 4093-B,
takes effect.



