Co~NOoOUI~,WNE

STATE OF NEW YORK

826
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
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Introduced by M of A GANIT -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Governnental Enpl oyees

AN ACT to anend the civil service law, in relation to internal i nvesti -
gative standards and practices for police officers

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The civil service law is anmended by adding a new section
204-b to read as foll ows:

S 204-B. | NTERNAL | NVESTI GATI VE STANDARDS AND PRACTI CES FOR PQOLI CE
OFFI CERS. 1. THE LEG SLATURE HEREBY FI NDS AND DECLARES THAT THE CONDUCT
AND COWPETENCE OF POLICE OFFICERS ARE MATTERS OF VI TAL | MPORTANCE TO
PUBLI C SAFETY AND WELFARE AND TO THE MAINTENANCE OF CIVIL SOCIETY.
THESE MATTERS ARE EFFECTED W TH THE HI GHEST PUBLI C | NTEREST.

2. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY | NCONSI STENT PROVI SI ON OF LAW THE FOLLOW NG
PROCEDURES SHALL APPLY TO I NVESTI GATIONS OF THE CONDUCT OF A POLICE
OFFI CER  BY ANY PCLI CE AGENCY, NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY CONTRARY PROVI SI ON OF
ANY COLLECTI VE BARGAI NI NG AGREEMENT. ANY COLLECTI VE BARGAI NI NG AGREEMENT
OR PORTI ON THEREOF | NCONSI STENT WTH THE PROVI SIONS OF THIS SECTION IS
HEREBY DECLARED TO BE VO D AS AGAI NST PUBLI C PQOLI CY.

3. ANY I NVESTIGATION |INTO THE CONDUCT OF A POLI CE OFFI CER SHALL BE
CONDUCTED AS FOLLOWS:

(A) QUESTI ONI NG AND | NVESTI GATI ON OF OFFI CERS SHALL COWVENCE | MVE-
DI ATELY UPON THE OCCURRENCE OF CAUSE THEREFOR;

(B) WHENEVER MORE THAN ONE OFFICER IS TO BE | NVESTI GATED OR QUES-
TI ONED, ALL OF THE | NVOLVED OFFI CERS SHALL BE QUESTI ONED SEPARATELY;

(C©) NO PRELI M NARY OR UNCFFI Cl AL STATEMENTS SHALL BE TAKEN,

(D) ALL STATEMENTS SHALL BE RECORDED VERBATIM AND

(E) QUESTIONING AND | NVESTI GATION OF NON OFFICER W TNESSES SHALL
COMMENCE | MVEDI ATELY UPON THE OCCURRENCE OF CAUSE THEREFOR

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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