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STATE OF NEW YORK

7574
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
May 10, 2011

Introduced by M of A GANIT -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Transportation

AN ACT to amend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to certif-
ications of disability for severely disabled persons to obtain certain
not or vehicle registrations, plates and permts

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The openi ng paragraph and paragraph (c) of subdivision 4
and paragraph (b) of subdivision 5 of section 404-a of the vehicle and
traffic aw, as anended by chapter 228 of the |aws of 2008, are anended
and a new subdivision 4-b is added to read as foll ows:

The conmm ssioner shall issue sets of plates to such person in accord-
ance with subdivision two of this section with proof of such disability
of such person or such nenbers of his famly certified by a physician,
physi ci an assistant or nurse practitioner, to the extent authorized by
law, including the education I|aw, and consistent with any applicable
witten practice agreenent, or podiatrist pursuant to subdivision four-a
of this section OR OPTOVETRI ST PURSUANT TO SUBDIVISION FOUR-B OF TH'S
SECTION, to the satisfaction of the conm ssioner who is enpowered to
carry out the effects of this section by fornmulating rules and regu-
| ati ons.

(c) Has a physical or nental inpairnment or condition which is other
t han those specified above, but is of such nature as to inpose unusua
hardship in wutilization of public transportation facilities and such
condition is certified by a physician, physician assistant or nurse
practitioner, to the extent authorized by |aw, including the education
law, and consistent with any applicable witten practice agreenent, duly
licensed to practice nmedicine in this state, or, pursuant to subdivision
four-a of this section, a podiatrist duly licensed to practice podiatry
in this state OR  PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SION FOUR-B OF THI S SECTI ON, AN
OPTOVETRI ST DULY LICENSED TO PRACTICE OPTOVETRY IN TH'S STATE, as

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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constituting an equal degree of disability (specifying the particular
condition) so as to prevent such person from getting around w thout
great difficulty in accordance with subdivision two of this section; or

(b) The commssioner may require the applicant for registration to
furni sh such proof of his disability or such proof of disability of such
menbers of his famly froma physician, physician assistant or nurse
practitioner, to the extent authorized by |aw, including the education
aw, and consistent with any applicable witten practice agreenent, or
podi atri st pursuant to subdivision four-a of this section OR OPTOVETRI ST
PURSUANT TO SUBDIVISION FOUR-B OF THI'S SECTIQN, as the commi ssioner
deens necessary either for initial registration or renewal thereof;
provi ded, however, that a handicapped or disabled permt issued by a
municipality to such applicant pursuant to section twelve hundred
three-a of this chapter shall be deemed sufficient proof of disability
for purposes of this paragraph.

4-B. CERTIFICATION OF DISABILITY BY AN OPTOVETRI ST. AN OPTOVETRI ST
DULY LI CENSED TO PRACTI CE OPTOVETRY I N THI S STATE MAY CERTI FY ONLY THOSE
CONDI TI ONS WHI CH HE OR SHE TREATS I N THE COURSE OF THE PRACTI CE OF OPTO
METRY, AS DEFINED | N SECTI ON SEVENTY- ONE HUNDRED ONE OF THE EDUCATI ON
LAW

S 2. Paragraph (i) of subdivision 1 and subdivision 3 of section
1203-a of the vehicle and traffic |law, paragraph (i) of subdivision 1 as
anmended by chapter 180 of the Iaws of 1996 and subdivi sion 3 as anmended
by chapter 220 of the |aws of 1984, are anmended to read as foll ows:

(i) any resident of New York state who is a severely disabled person,
as defined in subdivision three of section four hundred four-a of this
chapter, upon application of such person or such person's parent or

guardi an, provided, however, that an issuing agent shall issue permts
only to residents of the city, town or village in which such issuing
agent is located, except that, an 1issuing agent, in his or her

di scretion, may issue a pernmt to a severely disabled person who is not
a resident of the city, town, or village in which such issuing agent is
| ocat ed where such person resides in a city, tow, or village in which
the governing body has not appointed an issuing agent; and an issuing
agent, in his or her discretion, nmay issue a tenporary special vehicle
identification parking permt, as authorized by subdivision three of
this section, to a person who is tenporarily unable to anbul ate w thout
the aid of an assisting device, as certified by a physician OR AN OPTO
METRI ST PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON FOUR- B OF SECTI ON FOUR HUNDRED FOUR- A OF
TH' S CHAPTER, who resides in a city, town, or village in which the issu-
i ng agent does not issue tenporary special vehicle identification park-
ing permts, or who is not a resident of the United States and is tenpo-
rarily visiting the state; or

3. Notw thstanding any provision of this chapter to the contrary, any
muni ci pality may issue a tenporary special vehicle identification park-
ing permt to any person who is tenporarily unable to anbul ate w t hout
the aid of an assisting device, as certified by a physician OR AN OPTO
METRI ST PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON FOUR- B OF SECTI ON FOUR HUNDRED FOUR- A OF
TH' S CHAPTER Such tenporary special vehicle identification parking
permt shall be valid for not nore than six nonths and shall be recog-
ni zed st atew de.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw



