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STATE OF NEW YORK

7492-- A
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
May 6, 2011

Introduced by M of A KAVANAGH, HEVESI -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Election Law -- conmittee discharged, bill anended,
ordered reprinted as anmended and recommitted to said commttee

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to sinplifying ballots

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "voter
friendly ballot act of 2011".

S 2. Section 7-104 of the election |law, as anmended by chapter 165 of
the laws of 2010, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 7-104. Ballots; form of, voting nachine. 1. Al ballots shall be
printed and/or displayed in a fornmat and arrangenent, of such uniform
size and style as will fit the ballot frame, and shall be in as plain
and clear a type or display as the space will reasonably permt. Such
type or display on the ballot shall satisfy all requirenments and stand-
ards set forth pursuant to the federal Help Anerica Vote Act.

2. The names of parties or independent bodies which contain nore than
fifteen letters may, whenever limtations of space so require, be print-
ed on the ballot in an abbreviated form In printing the names of candi -
dates whose full names contain nore than fifteen letters, only the
surnanme nust be printed in full. The officer or board charged wth the
duty of preparing the ballots shall request each such candidate to indi-
cate, in witing, the shortened form in which, subject to this
restriction, his name shall be printed. If no such indication is
received from such candidate within the tine specified in the request,
such officer or board shall nake the necessary deternination.

3. (a) The party name or other designation[, and a designating letter
and nunber] shall be affixed to the name of each candidate, or, in case
of presidential electors, to the names of the candidates for president
and vi ce-president of such party.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(b) The titles of offices may be arranged horizontally, with the nanes
of candidates for an office and the slot or device for wite-in ballots
for such office arranged vertically under the title of the office, or
the titles of offices nay be arranged vertically, with the nanes of
candi dates for an office and the slot or device for wite-in ballots for
such of fice arranged horizontally opposite the title of the office.

(c) Each office shall occupy as nmany col unms or rows on the [nachine]
BALLOT as the nunmber of candidates to be elected to that office.

4. (a) The nanes of all candi dates nom nated by any party or independ-
ent body for an office shall always appear in the row or colum contain-
ing generally the nanes of candi dates noninated by such party or inde-
pendent body for other offices except as hereinafter provided.

(b) When the same person has been nom nated for an office to be filled
at the election by nore than one party, the [voting machi ne] BALLOT
shall be so adjusted that his or her nane shall appear in each row or
colum containing generally the names of candi dates for other offices
nom nat ed by any such party.

(c) If such candi date has al so been nom nated by one or nore independ-
ent bodies, his or her nane shall appear only in each row or colum
cont ai ni ng generally the nanes of candidates for other offices nom nated
by any such party and the name of each such i ndependent body shal
appear in one such row or colum to be designated by the candidate in a
witing filed with the officer or board charged with the duty of provid-
ing ballots, or if such person shall fail to so designate, the nanes of
such i ndependent bodi es shall appear in such row or columm as such offi-
cer or board shall determ ne.

(d) If any person shall be nom nated for any office by one party and
two or nore independent bodies his or her nane shall appear on the
[voting machine] BALLOT twice; once in the row or colum containing
generally the nanes of candidates for other offices nom nated by such
party, and once in the row or columm containing generally the nanmes of
candi dates noninated by the independent body designated by such person
inawiting filed with the officer or board charged with the duty of
providing ballots and in connection with the name of such person in such
row or columm shall appear the name of each independent body nom nating
himor her or, if such person shall fail to so designate, the nane of
such candi date and the names of such independent bodi es shall appear in
such row or colum as such officer or board shall determ ne.

(e) If any person is nominated for any office only by ONE OR nore
[than one] independent bodies BUT NOT BY A PARTY, his or her nane shal
appear but once upon the [machine] BALLOT in one such row or colum to
be designated by the candidate in a witing filed with the officer or
board charged with the duty of providing ballots, or if the candidate
shall fail to so designate, in the place designated by the officer or
board charged with the duty of providing ballots, and in connection with
his or her nane there shall appear the name of each independent body
nom nating him or her, but, where the capacity of the [nachine] BALLOT
will permt, the nane of such person shall not appear or be placed in a
colum or on a horizontal line with the nanmes of persons nom nated by a
party for other offices.

5. Notwi thstandi ng the provisions of subdivision four of this section,
the nane of a person who is nonmnated for the office of governor, or
state senator, or nenber of assenbly, shall appear on the ballot as many
times as there are parties or independent bodies nonmi nating himor her,
and there shall be a separate voting and registering device at each
pl ace i n which such nane shall appear.
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6. If any type of nachine used in any county or city contains any
feature, the use of which is neither required nor prohibited by the
provisions of this chapter, the board of elections may, by resolution,
require that one or nore of such features shall be used in such county.
Thereafter all nmachines of such type used in such county or city shal
be operated in conformty with any such resolution. Any such resolution
may thereafter be rescinded by such board and after being so rescinded
may be re-adopted. Once re-adopted by any board of elections, such a
resol ution may not be rescinded again by such board.

7. [The ballot shall have printed upon it in black ink for each party
or independent row, at the head of the colum or the beginning of the
row containing the nanes of candi dates, the inage of a closed fist with
i ndex finger extended pointing to the party or independent row. In the
same space, in black letters as |large as the space will permt, shall be
printed the nane of the party or independent body and at the right of
the fist and bel ow the index finger shall be printed in black ink the
enbl em and the designating letters of the row or colum.

8.] Wth respect to candidates for the offices of governor and |ieu-
tenant governor of a party or independent body, ballots shall be printed
so that the nanes of such candidates for both offices shall appear in
the same row or colum, wth the name of the candi date for governor
appearing first and the ballot shall be so adjusted that both offices
are voted for jointly and have but one designating |etter or nunber.

S 3. Section 7-106 of the election |law, the section heading and subdi -
visions 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 as anended and subdivisions 8, 9, 10 and 11
as renunbered by chapter 165 of the |laws of 2010, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

S 7-106. Election day paper ballots; formof. 1. Paper ballots which
are to be counted by a ball ot scanner nay consist of two or nore sheets
whi ch are divided into perforated sections which can be separated at the
time the ballot is scanned. Such ballots shall be printed on paper of a
quality, size, <color, and weight approved by the state board of
el ections. THE BALLOT MAY NOT BE THE SAME COLOR AS SAMPLE BALLOTS.

2. BEFORE EACH STATEWDE ELECTION, THE BOARD SHALL PUBLI SH AND
DI STRI BUTE A MASTER TEMPLATE BALLOT TO THE COUNTI ES;

3. Al paper ballots of the sanme kind for the same polling place shal
be identical. [A different, but in each case uniformstyle and size of
type, shall be used for printing the names of candidates, the titles of
of fices, political designations, and the reading formof all questions
submtted. The nanes of candidates shall be printed in capital letters
in black-faced type.

3.] 4. Each ballot shall be printed on the sheet wth a stub which
shall be separated therefromby a |line of perforations extendi ng across
the entire ballot. On the face of the stub shall be printed "No........ "
the blank to be filled with consecutive nunber of ballots beginning with
“"No. 1", and increasing in regular nurerical order.

[4.] 5. On such ballot shall be printed the follow ng i ndorsenent, the
bl anks properly filled in:

Oficial Ballot for (General, Primary or Special, as applica-
bl e)
El ecti on

(Assenbl y or Legi sl ative, as appl i cabl e) District
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(ward and Gty or town .................. , as appl i ca-
ble)............
Election District ........ .. .. .. . . ...

(Insert date of election.)
(I nsert names of election commi ssioners providing the ballot.)

[5. The following ballot instructions shall be printed in heavy bl ack

type:
| NSTRUCTI ONS

(1) Mark only with a witing instrument provided by the board of
el ecti ons.

(2) To vote for a candidate whose nane is printed on this ballot fil
in the (insert oval or square, as applicable) above or next to the nane
of the candi date.

(3) To vote for a person whose nane is not printed on this ball ot
wite or stanp his or her nane in the space labeled "wite-in" that
appears (insert at the bottomof the colum, the end of the row or at
the bottom of the candi date nanes, as applicable) for such office (and,
if required by the voting system in use at such election, the
instructions shall also include "and fill in the (insert oval or square,
as applicable) corresponding with the wite-in space in which you have
witten in a nane").

(4 To vote yes or no on a proposal, if any, that appears on the
ndi cate where on the ballot the proposal my appear) fill in the
nsert oval or square, as applicable) that corresponds to your vote.

(5) Any other mark or witing, or any erasure nade on this ball ot
out si de the voting squares or blank spaces provided for voting will void
this entire ballot.

(6) Do not overvote. If you select a greater nunber of candi dates than
there are vacancies to be filled, your ballot wIll be void for that
public office, party position or proposal.

(7) If you tear, or deface, or wongly mark this ballot, return it and
obtain another. Do not attenpt to correct nistakes on the ballot by
maki ng erasures or cross outs. Erasures or cross outs may invalidate all
or part of your ballot. Prior to submtting your ballot, if you make a
m stake in conpleting the ballot or wish to change your ballot choices,
you may obtain and conplete a new ballot. You have a right to a repl ace-
ment bal | ot upon return of the original ballot.

(8) After conpleting your ballot, insert it into the ballot scanner
and wait for the notice that your ballot has been successfully scanned.
If no such notice appears, seek the assistance of an election inspec-
tor.]

6. [The] EACH BALLOT SHALL CONTAIN |NSTRUCTIONS FOR MARKI NG THE
BALLOT. THE | NSTRUCTI ONS SHALL BE PRI NTED I N LI NE LENGTHS NO W DER THAN
FIVE INCHES. THE TEXT SHALL BE SUBSTANTIALLY AS FOLLOW5S, SO THAT IT
ACCURATELY REFLECTS THE BALLOT LAYOUT:
| NSTRUCTI ONS
MARK THE (I NSERT "OVAL" OR "SQUARE') TO THE LEFT OF THE NAME OF YOUR
CHO CE, (I LLUSTRATI ON PROVI DED HERE.)

TO VOTE FOR A CANDI DATE WHOSE NAME |'S NOT PRI NTED ON THE BALLOT, (| NSERT
"MARK THE OVAL TO THE LEFT OF 'WRITE-IN AND PRI NT THE NAME CLEARLY" OR
“"PRI NT THE NAME CLEARLY UNDER THE WORDS 'WRI TE-I N "), STAYING W THI N THE
BOX.

THE NUMBER OF CHO CES | S LI STED FOR EACH CONTEST. DO NOT MARK THE BALLOT
FOR MORE CANDI DATES THAN ALLOAED. | F YOU DO, YOUR VOTE IN THAT CONTEST

(i
(i
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W LL NOT COUNT. |F YOU MAKE A M STAKE, OR WANT TO CHANGE YOUR VOTE, ASK
A POLL WORKER FOR A NEW BALLOT.

7. TO THE EXTENT PRACTI CABLE, THE instructions in subdivision [five]
SI X of this section [may] SHALL be printed on the [front or back of the
ballot or on a separate sheet or card. If such instructions are not

printed on the front of the ballot, there shall be printed on the
ballot, in the largest size type for which there is room the follow ng
| egend: "See instructions on the other side" or " See encl osed

i nstructions", whichever is appropriate] UPPER LEFT HAND CORNER OF THE
FRONT OF THE BALLOT. THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS SHALL PROVIDE LINE
DRAW NG | LLUSTRATI ONS TO SUPPLEMENT THESE | NSTRUCTI ONS. AT A M NI MUM AN
| LLUSTRATION OF THE CORRECT WAY TO MARK THE BALLOT SHALL BE PROVI DED
BUT NOTHING I N THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO LIMT THE BOARD IN
PROVI DI NG ADDI TI ONAL | NSTRUCTI ONS.

[7. Each such ballot shall be printed in sections in which the candi -
dates' nanmes and political designations, the ballot proposals and other

requisite matter shall each be boxed in by heavy bl ack perpendicul ar
lines of equal width. In each such section shall be voting ovals or
squares which voters may fill in. |If applicable, ovals or squares shal

be provided next to the blank spaces provided for a voter to wite in a
narme.

8. The space for the title of an office shall be three-eighths of an
inch, and the nane of a candidate or for witing in a nane, one-fourth
of an inch, in depth. At the left of the name of each desi gnated candi -
date shall be an encl osed voting space, three-eighths of an inch in
width and approxinmately one-fourth of an inch in depth, bounded above,
bel ow and to the right by black |lines, heavier than those which separate
t he spaces contai ning the nanes of candidates. To the Ileft of voting
spaces which do not adjoin a vertical line dividing two parts, there
shall be a heavy black vertical |ine approxi mately one-eighth of an inch
in width. No voting space shall be provided in the space for witing in
nanes. | n such case, the space corresponding to a voting space shall be
al | bl ack.

9. Below the nanmes of the candidates for each office or position there
shall be printed as many bl ank spaces, for witing in nanes of persons
for whomthe voter desires to vote, as there are persons to be nom nated
or el ected.

10. In case the sections shall be so nunerous as to nmake the ballot
unweldy if they are printed in one colum, they may be printed in as
many col unms as shall be necessary, and in that case, in order to
produce a rectangul ar ballot, blank sections may be used.

11.] 8. WHEN A QUESTION OR PROPCSAL |S |INCLUDED ON THE BALLOT,
| NSTRUCTI ONS SUBSTANTI ALLY LI KE THE FOLLOWN NG SHALL BE | NCLUDED ON THE
BALLOT NEAR THE FI RST QUESTI ON OR PROPOSAL:
| NSTRUCTI ONS FOR VOTI NG FOR QUESTI ONS AND PROPCSALS
TO VOTE ON A QUESTI ON OR PROPCSAL, MARK THE | NSERT (" OVAL" OR " SQUARE")
TO THE LEFT OF YOUR CHO CE.
| F YOU MAKE A M STAKE, OR WANT TO CHANGE YOUR VOTE, ASK A POLL WORKER
FOR A NEW BALLOT.

9. TO THE EXTENT PRACTI CABLE, THE BALLOT SHALL ALSO COWVPLY W TH THE
FOLLOW NG SPECI FI CATI ONS

A. ALL TEXT, |INCLUDING THE TI TLE OF EACH OFFI CE AND THE NAME OF EACH
CANDI DATE, SHALL BE PRI NTED FLUSH LEFT AND SHALL NOT BE CENTERED ON THE
BALLOT OR I N ANY COLUWN APPEARI NG ON THE BALLOT;

B. THE VOTI NG OVAL OR SQUARE SHALL BE TO THE LEFT OF THE NAME OF THE
CANDI DATE
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C. ALL TEXT, |INCLUDI NG THE NAME OF EACH CANDI DATE, SHALL BE PRI NTED
USI NG STANDARD CAPI TALI ZATI ON | N ACCORDANCE W TH | NSTRUCTI ONS PROVI DED
BY THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS AND SHALL NOT BE PRI NTED USI NG ALL CAPI -
TAL LETTERS

D. THE BALLOT SHALL USE ONE FONT OR FONT FAM LY W TH ENOUGH VARI ATl ONS
FOR ALL TEXT NEEDS

E. THE BALLOT SHALL HAVE A CLEAR DELI NEATI ON BETWEEN THE BALLOT
| NSTRUCTI ONS AND THE FI RST OFFI CE OR BALLOT QUESTI ON OR PROPOSAL THROUGH
THE USE OF WHI TE SPACE, | LLUSTRATI ON, SHADI NG COLOR, SYMBCOL, FONT Sl ZE,
OR BOLD TYPE;

F. COLOR AND SHADI NG SHALL BE USED CONSI STENTLY, SO AS TO DI FFEREN-
TI ATE | NSTRUCTI ONS FROM BALLOT SECTI ON DI VI DERS AND CONTEST | NFORMATI ON

G |IF MORE THAN ONE CANDI DATE IS TO BE ELECTED | N ANY RACE ON THE
BALLOT, "VOTE FOR UP TO X' (PROVI DI NG THE MAXI MUM NUMBER OF CANDI DATES
TO BE ELECTED) SHALL BE PRINTED | MVEDI ATELY BELOW EACH OFFI CE TI TLE
APPEARI NG ON THE BALLOT;

H UNDER, OR TO THE RIGHT OF THE NAME OF EACH CANDI DATE, SHALL BE
PRI NTED, | N LESS PROM NENT TYPE FACE THAN THAT I N WH CH THE CANDI DATE' S
NAME | S PRI NTED, THE NAME OF THE POLI TI CAL PARTY BY WHICH THE CANDI DATE
WAS NOM NATED OR CERTI FI ED. NO PARTY EMBLEMS SHALL BE PRI NTED UNDER OR
AFTER THE CANDI DATE' S NAME THAT |'S PRI NTED ON THE BALLOT;

| . THE NAMES OF CANDI DATES TO THE SAVE OFFI CE SHALL APPEAR ON THE SAME
PAGE AND | N THE SAME COLUW OF THAT PAGE OF A PRI NTED BALLOT, UNLESS NO
ALTERNATI VE | S PCSSI BLE

10. The names of parties or independent bodi es which contain nore than
fifteen letters may, whenever limtations of space so require, be print-
ed on the ballot in an abbreviated form In printing the names of candi -
dates whose full names contain nore than fifteen letters, only the
surname nust be printed in full. The officer or board charged with the
duty of preparing the ballots shall request each such candidate to indi-
cate, in witing, the shortened form in which, subject to this
restriction, his name shall be printed. If no such indication is
received from such candidate within the tine specified in the request,
such officer or board shall nake the necessary deternination. [No enbl em
shall occupy a space longer in any direction than the voting square to
which it rel ates.]

S 4. Paragraph (g) of subdivision 2 of section 7-114 of the el ection
| aw, as anended by chapter 234 of the |laws of 1976, is amended to read
as foll ows:

(g) Spaces containing nanes of candidates and for witing in nanes,
and i nterveni ng spaces on the paper ballot, shall be separated by |ight
horizontal 1lines. Nanes of candidates shall be printed [in capital
| etters] not | ess than one-eighth [nor nore than three-sixteenths] of an
inch in height.

S 5. This act shall take effect imediately.



