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STATE OF NEW YORK

7027
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
April 11, 2011

Introduced by M of A KELLNER -- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to authorizing the
regents of the wuniversity of the state of New York to create a task
force to review of the issues of textbooks' cost and ways to enhance
the academc role and delivery of course materials, ensuring student
affordability through such approaches as used books, textbook rentals,
customnmaterials, the use of open access textbooks, digital textbooks,
print on demand technologies, and through greater collaboration
bet ween faculty, publishers, college bookstores and libraries

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |aw is anmended by addi ng a new section 725 to
read as foll ows:

S 725. FORMATI ON OF TASK FORCE. 1. THE REGENTS OF THE UN VERSITY OF
THE STATE OF NEW YORK ARE HEREBY AUTHORI ZED AND DI RECTED TO | MVEDI ATELY
TAKE ALL ACTI ONS TO CREATE A TASK FORCE TO REVIEW THE | SSUES OF TEXT-
BOOKS' COST AND DELI VERY METHODS. THE TASK FORCE WLL CONSI ST OF TH R-
TEEN REPRESENTATI VES WHO SHALL BE SELECTED AMONG FACULTY AND REPRESEN-
TATIVES FROM THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK, CITY UNI VERSI TY OF NEW
YORK, PRI VATE COLLEGES W THI N NEW YORK STATE, AND CAMPUS BOOKSTORES.
APPO NTMENTS TO THE TASK FORCE SHALL BE MADE BY THE COWM SSI ONER OF THE
NEW YORK STATE EDUCATI ON DEPARTMENT AFTER CONSULTATION W TH THE STATE
UNI VERSITY OF NEW YORK, CITY UN VERSI TY OF NEW YORK, PRI VATE COLLEGES
AND CAMPUS BOOKSTORES W THI N NEW YORK STATE. REPRESENTATI VES SERVI NG ON
THE TASK FORCE FROM THE COLLEGES SHALL | NCLUDE PROFESSI ONAL STAFF PERSON
KNOALEDGEABLE ABOUT TEXTBOOK | NI TI ATI VES CURRENTLY BEI NG PURSUED BY THE
UNI VERSI TY AND FACULTY MEMBERS. THE GOALS OF THE REPRESENTATI VES W LL BE
TO ADVI SE ON AND EXPLORE | SSUES OF COURSE MATERIAL COSTS AND WAY TO
ENHANCE THE ACADEM C ROLE AND SERVI CES OF COLLEGE BOOKSTORES TO HELP
MAKE COURSE MATERI ALS MORE AFFORDABLE THROUGH SUCH APPROACHES AS USED

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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BOOKS, TEXTBOOK RENTALS, CUSTOM MATERI ALS, THE USE OF OPEN ACCESS TEXT-
BOOKS, DI G TAL TEXTBOOKS, PRINT ON DEMAND TECHNOLOG ES, AND THROUGH
GREATER COLLABCRATI ON BETWEEN COLLEGE BOOKSTORES AND LI BRARI ES.

2. THE TASK FORCE SHALL REPORT NOT LATER THAN JANUARY 1, 2012 TO THE
BOARD OF REGENTS, THE GOVERNOR AND THE LEQ SLATURE, ON THEI R RECOMVENDA-
TI ONS ON ENHANCI NG ACCESS TO TEXTBOOKS AND THEIR COSTS AND METHOD OF
DELI VERY, WHI CH SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIM TED TO

A.  SUPPORTI NG EFFICIENT USED BOOK, BUYBACK AND STUDENT PEER TO PEER
SALES;

B. WAYS TO EXPAND AND ENHANCE TEXTBOOK RENTAL PROGRAMS;

C. WAYS TO PROMOTE THE GREATER DEVELOPMENT, ADOPTI ON, DEPLOYMENT, AND
USE OF OPEN ACCESS TEXTBOOKS |N BOTH DI G TAL AND PRI NT FORMATS FOR
STUDENTS AND FACULTY I N FI SCALLY SUSTAI NABLE WAYS;

D. HOW TO | NCREASE THE AVAI LABI LI TY AND USE OF DI G TAL TEXTBOOKS AND
LEARNI NG OBJECTS FOR FACULTY AND STUDENTS;

E. HOW THE USE OF ADVANCE PRI NT ON DEMAND TECHNOLOGQ ES CAN PROVI DE
STUDENTS MORE CHO CES AND LOWAER THE COST OF COURSE MATERI ALS;

F. WVAYS IN WH CH THE COST OF COMVERCI AL DI G TAL CONTENT COULD BE MADE
MORE AFFORDABLE;

G HOW COLLABORATI ON BETWEEN TEXTBOOK PUBLI SHERS, COLLEGE BOOKSTORES
AND LI BRARI ES CAN | NCREASE CONTENT CHO CES FOR FACULTY AND ENHANCE COST
SAVI NGS FOR STUDENTS, WH LE | MPROVI NG EFFI Cl ENCI ES AND REDUCI NG DUPLI -
CATI ON AT LI BRARIES AND BOOKSTORES THROUGH THE REVI EW OF PRI MARY SOURCE
CONTENT COLLECTI ONS, SUBSCRIPTIONS, COURSE PACKACGES, E- RESERVES, AND
COPYRI GHT;

H. WHAT GUI DELI NES SHOULD EXI ST, |F ANY, FOR FACULTY WHO MAY WSH TO
EXPLORE ALTERNATIVES TO TRADI TI ONAL TEXTBOOKS THROUGH THE USE OF OPEN
ACCESS, PRI NT ON DEMAND, DI G TAL, AND OTHER CONTENT AND FORMNATS;

| . OTHER APPROACHES TO MAKE COURSE MATERIALS MORE AFFORDABLE FOR
STUDENTS; AND

J. AN EVALUATION OF EACH RECOWVVENDATI ON AS | T RELATES TO THE LEGAL
MANDATE OF PROVI DI NG FULL AND EQUAL ACCESS TO STUDENTS WTH DI SABI LI -
TI ES.

3. THE TRUSTEES SHALL MAKE AVAI LABLE TO THE ADVI SORY COVM TTEE SUCH
| NFORVMATI ON AND ASSI STANCE AS MAY BE NECESSARY TO ENABLE THE ADVI SORY
COW TTEE TO CARRY QUT | TS FUNCTI ONS.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



