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AN ACT to anend the agriculture and markets |aw and the general business
law, in relation to the care and sale of dogs and cats by pet dealers

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdi vision 1 of section 401 of the agriculture and
markets |law i s anended by addi ng a new paragraph (h) to read as foll ows:

(H PET DEALERS SHALL DESIGNATE AND PROVI DE AN | SOLATI ON AREA FOR
ANI MALS THAT EXH BI T SYMPTOVS OF DI SEASE OR | LLNESS. THE LOCATION OF
SUCH DESI GNATED AREA MUST BE SUCH AS TO PREVENT OR REDUCE THE SPREAD OF
DI SEASE TO HEALTHY AN MALS.

S 2. Paragraphs (a), (b), (c) and (d) of subdivision 5 of section 401
of the agriculture and nmarkets |aw are rel ettered paragraphs (b), (c),
(d) and (e) and a new paragraph (a) is added to read as foll ows:

(A) ANY PET DEALER DULY LI CENSED PURSUANT TO THI S ARTI CLE SHALL DESI G
NATE AN ATTENDI NG VETERI NARI AN, WHO SHALL PROVI DE VETERI NARY CARE TO THE
DEALER S ANI MALS WHI CH SHALL I NCLUDE A WRI TTEN PROGRAM OF VETERI NARY
CARE AND REGULARLY SCHEDULED VI SITS TO THE PET DEALER S PREM SES. SUCH
PROGRAM OF VETERI NARY CARE SHALL | NCLUDE:

(1) THE AVAI LABI LI TY OF APPROPRI ATE FACI LI TI ES, PERSONNEL, EQUI PMENT,
AND SERVI CES TO COVMPLY W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF THI S ARTI CLE;

(1'l) THE USE OF METHODS DETERM NED TO BE APPROPRI ATE BY THE ATTENDI NG
VETERI NARI AN TO PREVENT, CONTROL, AND RESPOND TO DI SEASES AND | NJURI ES,
AND THE AVAI LABI LI TY OF EMERGENCY, WEEKEND, AND HOLI DAY CARE;

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(I'11) DAILY OBSERVATION OF ALL AN MALS TO ASSESS THEI R HEALTH AND
VEELL- BEI NG PROVI DED, HOWAEVER, THAT DAI LY OBSERVATI ON OF ANI MALS MAY BE
ACCOWPLI SHED BY SOVEONE OTHER THAN THE ATTENDI NG VETERI NARI AN WHO HAS
RECEI VED THE GUI DANCE | DENTI FI ED | N SUBPARAGRAPH (1V) OF THI S PARAGRAPH
AND PROVI DED, FURTHER, THAT A MECHANI SM OF DI RECT AND FREQUENT COMMUNI -
CATION | S REQUI RED SO THAT TI MELY AND ACCURATE | NFORVATI ON ON PROBLEMS
OF AN MAL HEALTH, BEHAVI OR, AND WELL- BEI NG | S CONVEYED TO THE ATTENDI NG
VETERI NARI AN,

(1V) ADEQUATE GUI DANCE TO PERSONNEL | NVOLVED IN THE CARE AND USE OF
ANI MALS REGARDI NG HANDLI NG AND | MVOBI LI ZATI ON;  AND

(V) PRE- PROCEDURAL AND POST- PROCEDURAL CARE | N ACCORDANCE W TH ESTAB-
LI SHED VETERI NARY MEDI CAL AND NURSI NG PROCEDURES.

S 3. Paragraph (c) of subdivision 5 of section 401 of the agriculture
and markets | aw, as added by chapter 259 of the laws of 2000 and as
relettered by section two of this act, is amended to read as foll ows:

(c) Wthin five business days of receipt, but prior to sale of any
dog, the pet dealer shall have a duly |icensed veterinarian conduct an
exam nation and tests appropriate to the age and breed to determne if
the ani mal has any nedi cal conditions apparent at the tinme of the exam
ination that adversely affect the health of the animal. For aninals
ei ghteen nont hs of age or ol der, such exam nation shall include a diag-
nosis of any congenital conditions that adversely affect the health of
the animal. Any aninmal [found to be afflicted] DIAGNOSED with a conta-
gious disease shall be treated and caged separately from healthy
ani mal s.

S 4. Section 401 of the agriculture and markets law is anended by
addi ng a new subdivision 7 to read as fol |l ows:

7. EXERCI SE REQUI REMENTS. PET DEALERS SHALL DEVELOP, MAI NTAI N, DOCU
MENT, AND | MPLEMENT AN APPROPRI ATE PLAN TO PROVIDE ANIMALS WTH THE
OPPORTUNI TY FOR DAILY EXERCI SE. | N DEVELOPI NG SUCH PLAN, CONSI DERATI ON
SHOULD BE G VEN TO PROVI DI NG PCSI Tl VE PHYSI CAL CONTACT W TH HUVANS THAT
ENCOURAGES EXERCI SE THROUGH PLAY OR OTHER SI M LAR ACTIVITIES. SUCH PLAN
SHALL BE APPROVED BY THE ATTENDI NG VETERI NARI AN AND THE DEPARTMENT.

S 5. Section 753-a of the general business |aw, as added by chapter
259 of the laws of 2000, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 753-a. Veterinarian exam nation. 1. Wthin five business days of
receipt, but prior to the sale of any dog, the pet dealer shall have a
duly licensed veterinarian conduct an exam nation and tests appropriate
to the breed and age to determine if the animal has any nedical condi -
tions apparent at the tine of the exam nation that adversely affect the
health of the animal. For animals eighteen nonths of age or ol der, such
exam nation shall include a diagnosis of any congenital conditions that
adversely affect the health of the aninmal. Any animal [found to be
afflicted] DIAGNOSED with a contagi ous disease shall be treated and
caged separately from healthy aninmals | N ACCORDANCE W TH SECTI ON FOUR
HUNDRED ONE OF THE AGRI CULTURE AND MARKETS LAW

2. Al animals shall be [inocul ated] VACCI NATED as required by state
or local |aw Veterinary care appropriate to the species shall be
provi ded wi t hout undue delay when necessary. Each animal shall be
observed each day by the pet dealer or by a person working under the pet
deal er' s supervi sion.

3. No pet dealer shall knowi ngly sell any aninmal [eighteen nonths of
age or older] that has a diagnosed congenital condition OR CONTAQ QUS
DI SEASE that adversely affects the health of the animal wthout first
inform ng the consumer, in witing, of such condition.
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S 6. This act shall take effect April 1, 2012; provided, however, that
effective immedi ately, the addition, anendnent and/or repeal of any rule
or regul ation necessary for the inplenmentation of this act on its effec-
tive date are authorized and directed to be nade and conpleted on or
bef ore such effective date.



