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STATE OF NEW YORK

6906
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
April 5, 2011

Introduced by M of A KELLNER -- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Governnental Operations

AN ACT to anend the public buildings |aw, the |egislative |law, the judi-
ciary law and the county law, in relation to requiring the provision
of assistive |listening systens and vi sual evacuation al arm conponents
i n courthouses and | egislative hearing and neeting roomns

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 53 of the public buildings |aw, as anmended by chap-
ter 23 of the laws of 1989, is amended to read as foll ows:

S 53. Assi stive listening systens. 1. (A) Al new public buildings,
construction of which cormmences after January first, nineteen hundred
ni nety-one, containing an auditorium theater, neeting hall, hearing
room anphitheater, or roomused in any simlar capacity which are so
desi gnated by the appropriate building and fire code shall have equi pped
and installed an assistive listening systemfor use by hearing inpaired
persons who require the use of such a systemto inprove their reception
of sound.

(B) ALL PUBLIC BU LD NGS, CONSTRUCTION OF WHI CH COVMMENCED PRI OR TO
JANUARY FI RST, NI NETEEN HUNDRED NI NETY- ONE, CONTAI NING AN AUDI TORI UM
THEATER, MEETING HALL, HEARI NG ROOM AMPHI THEATER, OR ROOM USED | N ANY
SI M LAR CAPACI TY WHI CH ARE SO DESI GNATED BY THE APPROPRI ATE BUI LDI NG AND
FI RE CODE SHALL HAVE EQUI PPED AND | NSTALLED AN ASSISTIVE LI STEN NG
SYSTEM FOR USE BY HEARI NG | MPAI RED PERSONS WHO REQUI RE THE USE OF SUCH A
SYSTEM TO | MPROVE THEI R RECEPTI ON OF SOUND AT SUCH TI ME AS THE BUI LDI NG
NEXT UNDERGOES RECONSTRUCTI ON, REHABI LI TATI ON, ALTERATION OR | MPROVE-
MENT, BUT NO LATER THAN JANUARY FI RST, TWO THOUSAND FI FTEEN

2. (A) THE ASSI STI VE LI STENI NG SYSTEM5S REQUI RED BY THI' S SECTI ON SHALL
BE AVAI LABLE TO EVERYONE USI NG THE PUBLIC BU LDING IN WHICH THE SYSTEM
IS |INSTALLED, | NCLUDING AUDI ENCE MEMBERS AND PARTI Cl PANTS | N EVENTS
CONDUCTED AT THE BUI LDI NG

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(B) ALL PUBLIC BU LDI NGS SHALL MAKE AVAI LABLE, FREE OF CHARGE AND UPON
REQUEST, HEARI NG Al D COVPATI BLE ASSI STI VE LI STENI NG DEVI CES FOR USE ON
THE PREM SES OF THE PUBLI C BUI LD NG

(© UPON REQUEST, A QUALIFIED I NTERPRETER SHALL BE MADE AVAI LABLE TO
FACI LI TATE ANY HEARI NG | MPAI RED PERSON' S ABILITY TO PARTICIPATE IN OR
OBSERVE ANY PROCEEDI NG CONDUCTED I N A PUBLI C BUI LDI NG ALL SUCH REQUESTS
MUST BE MADE TWD BUSINESS DAYS BEFORE THE PROCEEDI NG UNLESS THE
PROCEEDI NG | S SCHEDULED UPON LESS THAN TWO BUSI NESS DAYS  NOTICE. THE
FAI LURE TO REQUEST AN | NTERPRETER I N A TI MELY MANNER DOES NOT CONSTI TUTE
A VWAIVER OF THE RIGHT TO AN INTERPRETER. A SI NGLE REQUEST SHALL BE
SUFFI CI ENT TO OBTAIN THE SERVI CES OF AN | NTERPRETER FOR THE DURATION OF
ANY PROCEEDI NG FORMS REQUESTI NG | NTERPRETER SERVI CES SHALL BE AVAI LABLE
AT EACH PUBLI C BUI LDI NG PROVI DED THAT REQUESTS MAY BE SUBM TTED UTI LI Z-
ING THE FORM OR BY EMAIL, IN WRITING | N PERSON, OR OVER THE TELEPHONE.

3. ANY LEQ SLATI VE OR JUDI Cl AL BODY CONDUCTI NG A PROCEEDI NG I N WHI CH A
HEARI NG | MPAI RED PERSON W LL BE PARTI Cl PATI NG SHALL CONTACT THE HEARI NG
| MPAI RED PERSON AND | NQUI RE HOW BEST TO ACCOVWODATE H M OR HER

4. IN ClVIL PROCEDURES, THE COSTS OF THE | NTERPRETER MAY BE CONSI DERED
PART OF COURT COSTS EXCEPT THAT THE HEARI NG | MPAI RED PERSON SHALL NOT BE
ASSESSED SUCH COSTS.

5. EACH PUBLIC BU LDING IN WHICH AN ASSISTIVE LISTENING SYSTEM IS
| NSTALLED SHALL PROM NENTLY DI SPLAY APPROPRI ATE SI GNAGE | NDI CATI NG THAT
AN ASSI STI VE LI STENI NG SYSTEM | S AVAI LABLE AND THAT | NTERPRETER SERVI CES
ARE AVAI LABLE FREE OF CHARGE, AND G VING INSTRUCTIONS AS TO HOW TO
REQUEST SUCH A DEVI CE OR AN | NTERPRETER. ALL SUCH SI GNS SHALL EMPLOY THE
UNI VERSAL SYMBOLS TO | NDI CATE THAT CLOSED CAPTI ONI NG | S AVAI LABLE, SIGN
LANGUAGE | NTERPRETATI ON | S AVAI LABLE, AND HEARI NG Al D COWPATI BLE ASSI S-
TI VE LI STENI NG DEVI CES ARE AVAI LABLE.

[2.] 6. Standards for such systens shall be devel oped by the state
fire prevention and buil ding code council upon receiving reconendations
fromthe advisory board on assistive listening systens in places of
public assenbly.

[3.] 7. For purposes of this section[, the term: (A "assistive
i stening systent shall nean situational -personal acoustic communi cation
equi pnent designed to inprove the transm ssion and auditory reception of
sound. SUCH SYSTEM SHALL | NCLUDE BUT NOT BE LIM TED TO THE USE OF STAND-
ARD AMPLI TUDE MODULATION (AM, FREQUENCY MODULATION (FM, AUDI O
| NDUCTI ON LOOP, | NFRARED LI GHT SOUND, OR HARD W RE SYSTEMS; AND

(B) "QUALI FI ED | NTERPRETER" MEANS AN | NTERPRETER WHO | S ABLE TO | NTER-
PRET EFFECTI VELY, ACCURATELY AND | MPARTIALLY BOTH RECEPTIVELY AND
EXPRESSI VELY, USI NG ANY NECESSARY SPECI ALI ZED VOCABULARY.

S 2. The public buildings law is anended by adding a new section 54 to
read as foll ows:

S 54. VISUAL EMERGENCY ALARM 1. (A) ALL NEW PUBLIC BU LDINGS,
CONSTRUCTION OF WHICH COWENCES AFTER JANUARY FIRST, TWO THOUSAND
TWELVE, CONTAI NI NG AN AUDI TORI UM THEATER, MEETI NG HALL, HEARI NG ROOM
AVPH THEATER, OR ROOM USED I N ANY SI M LAR CAPACI TY WHI CH ARE SO DESI G
NATED BY THE APPROPRI ATE BUI LDI NG AND FI RE CODE SHALL HAVE EQUI PPED AND
| NSTALLED A VI SUAL ALARM ELEMENT FOR EMERGENCY EVACUATI ON MEASURES FOR
USE BY HEARI NG | MPAI RED PERSONS.

(B) ALL PUBLIC BUI LDI NGS, CONSTRUCTION OF WHICH COMMENCED PRIOR TO
JANUARY FI RST, TWD THOUSAND TWELVE, CONTAI NI NG AN AUDI TORI UM THEATER,
MEETI NG HALL, HEARI NG ROOM AMPHI THEATER, OR ROOM USED IN ANY SIM LAR
CAPACITY WH CH ARE SO DESI GNATED BY THE APPROPRI ATE BUI LDI NG AND FI RE
CODE SHALL HAVE EQUI PPED AND | NSTALLED A VI SUAL ALARM ELEMENT FOR EMER-
GENCY EVACUATI ON MEASURES FOR USE BY HEARI NG | MPAI RED PERSONS AT SUCH
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TIME AS THE BU LDING NEXT UNDERGOES RECONSTRUCTI ON, REHABI LI TATI ON,
ALTERATI ON OR | MPROVEMENT, BUT NO LATER THAN JANUARY FI RST, TWO THOUSAND
FI FTEEN.

2. STANDARDS FOR SUCH ALARMS SHALL BE DEVELOPED BY THE STATE FI RE
PREVENTI ON AND BUI LDI NG CODE COUNCI L UPON RECEI VI NG RECOMVENDATI ONS FROM
THE ADVI SORY BOARD ON ASSI STI VE LI STENI NG SYSTEMS IN PLACES OF PUBLIC
ASSEMBLY; PROVIDED THAT SUCH VI SUAL ELEMENT SHALL BE DESI GNED TO M NI -
M ZE THE POSSI BI LI TY OR RI SK OF TRI GGERI NG SEI ZURES | N PERSONS WHO HAVE
EPI LEPSY OR PHOTOSENSI TI VI TY.

S 3. Subdivision (a) of section 7-e of the |legislative |law, as added
by chapter 169 of the laws of 1987, is anended to read as foll ows:

(a) The [tenporary president of the senate and the speaker of the
assenbly shall have the power and it shall be their individual duty to
equi p the] senate chanbers, the assenbly chanbers and any hearing roomns
located in the legislative office building in A bany whi ch accomobdat e
nore than one hundred persons SHALL BE EQU PPED wth an assistive
listening system for use by [the] hearing inpaired PERSONS WHO REQUI RE
THE USE OF SUCH A SYSTEM TO | MPROVE THEI R RECEPTI ON OF SOUND, | N ACCORD-
ANCE W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF SECTI ON FI FTY- THREE OF THE PUBLI C BUI LDI NGS
LAW

S 4. The judiciary law is anended by adding a new section 39-c to read
as foll ows:

S 39-C ASSISTIVE LI STENI NG SYSTEMS. 1. ALL COURTHOUSE HEARI NG ROOVS
AND MEETI NG AND MEDI ATION FACILITIES, OR ROOVMS USED IN ANY SIMLAR
CAPACI TY, SHALL BE EQUI PPED W TH AN ASSI STI VE LI STENI NG SYSTEM FOR USE
BY HEARI NG | MPAI RED PERSONS WHO REQUIRE THE USE OF SUCH A SYSTEM TO
| MVROVE THEIR RECEPTION OF SOUND, | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF
SECTI ON FI FTY- THREE OF THE PUBLI C BU LDl NGS LAW

2. ALL COURTROOMS SHALL BE EQUI PPED W TH TECHNOLOGY THAT PROVI DES REAL
TIME CAPTION TRANSM SSION OF THE COURT REPORTER S TRANSCRIPTS OR
RECORDI NGS OF PROCEEDINGS TO COURTROOM PARTI Cl PANTS AND THE GENERAL
PUBLI C. THE TRANSM SSI ON SHALL BE AVAI LABLE DURI NG ALL PROCEEDI NGS.

S 5. The county law is amended by adding a new section 216-a to read
as foll ows:

S 216-A. ASSI STIVE LISTENING SYSTEMS. ALL FACILITIES UTILIZED BY A
COUNTY AS COURTROOVB, HEARI NG ROOMS, MEETI NG ROOVS OR MEDI ATI ON  FACI LI -
TIES, OR ROOVSE USED IN ANY SIM LAR CAPACITY, SHALL BE EQUI PPED W TH AN
ASS| STI VE LI STENI NG SYSTEM FOR USE BY HEARI NG | MPAIRED PERSONS WHO
REQUI RE THE USE OF SUCH A SYSTEM TO | MPROVE THEI R RECEPTI ON OF SOUND, I N
ACCORDANCE W TH THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION FIFTY-THREE OF THE PUBLIC
BU LDl NGS LAW

S 6. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw, provided that effec-
tive inmedi ately, the addition, anendnent and/or repeal of any rule or
regul ati on necessary for the inplenmentation of this act on its effective
date are authorized and directed to be made and conpl eted on or before
such effective date.



