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STATE OF NEW YORK

6666
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
March 24, 2011

Introduced by M of A RABBITT -- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Agriculture

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to requiring any enpl oyee
of a veterinary facility, aninmal hospital or clinic, animl boarding
kennel, pound, shelter or rescue center or facility that provides
services for aninmals to report an animal's injury, illness or condi-
tion to the police if such enpl oyee reasonably suspects aninmal cruelty
or abuse

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |aw is anmended by addi ng a new section 6714-a
to read as foll ows:

S 6714- A. MANDATORY REPORT OF SUSPECTED AN MAL CRUELTY, ABUSE OR
NEGLECT. 1. WHEN ANY EMPLOYEE OF A VETERI NARY FACI LI TY, AN MAL HOSPI TAL
OR CLINIC, ANI MAL BOARDI NG KENNEL, POUND, SHELTER OR RESCUE CENTER OR
OTHER FACILITY THAT PROVIDES SERVICES FOR ANI MALS, REASONABLY AND I N
GOOD FAlI TH SUSPECTS THAT AN ANI MAL'S I NJURY, |LLNESS OR CONDI TION IS THE
RESULT OF ANl MAL CRUELTY OR A VI OLATI ON OF STATE OR FEDERAL LAW PERTAI N-
| NG TO THE CARE, TREATMENT, ABUSE OR NEGECT OF AN ANI MAL, SUCH EMPLOYEE
SHALL REPORT THE | NCI DENT AND DI SCLOSE RECORDS CONCERNI NG THE AN MAL'S
CONDI TI ON AND TREATMENT TO THE POLI CE, DULY | NCORPORATED SCClI ETY FOR THE
PREVENTI ON OF CRUELTY TO ANI MALS, PEACE OFFI CERS, DI STRICT ATTORNEY' S
OFFI CE, ANI VAL CONTROL OFFI CER, DEPARTMENT OF AGRI CULTURE AND MARKETS,
OTHER APPROPRI ATE GOVERNMENT AGENCY, OR ANY AGENT THEREOF

2. AN EMPLOYEE ACTS IN GOOD FAI TH WTHI N THE MEANI NG OF THI S SECTI ON
VWHEN HE OR SHE REASONABLY BELI EVES THAT H' S OR HER ACTI ONS ARE NECESSARY
TO PROTECT THE HEALTH AND WELFARE OF THE ANI MAL OR THE PUBLI C

3. AN EMPLOYEE WHO REASONABLY AND I N GOOD FAI TH REPORTS OR DI SCLOSES
RECORDS | N ACCORDANCE WTH THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE | MMUNE FROM LI ABI LI TY
IN THE FORM OF DAMAGES IN ANY CIVIL OR CRI M NAL PROCEEDI NG ON ACCOUNT OF
SUCH REPORTI NG OR DI SCLOSURE

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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