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STATE OF NEW YORK

6383
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
March 16, 2011

I ntroduced by M of A LUPARDO RUSSELL, NOLAN, PHEFFER, SCHI MEL, JAFFEE
-- read once and referred to the Conmttee on Veterans' Affairs

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to expanding the duties
of the wonen veterans coordi nator

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 361-b of the executive | aw, as anended by chapter
358 of the |laws of 1999, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 361-b. Wonen veterans coordinator. 1. Definitions. (a) "Veteran"
shall have the same neaning as provided in subdivision one of section
three hundred sixty-four of this article.

(b) "Division" shall nmean the state division of veterans' affairs.

(c) "Wbnen veterans coordinator" shall be a veteran[, provided that a
preference shall be given to a qualified woman vet er an.

(d) "State veterans nursing hones" shall be defined herein as all New
York state veterans nursing hones, including but not limted to, the New
York state veterans honme, located in Oxford; the Long Island state
veterans hone, |ocated on the canpus of the state university of New York
at Stony Brook; the New York state veterans hone at St. Al bans, |ocated
in Jamaica; the state veterans honme at Batavia, located in Batavia, New
York and any future veterans nursing hones |located in New York state].

2. Such wonen veterans coordinator shall be appointed by the director.

3. Establishnent of wonmen veterans coordinator. There is hereby estab-
lished within the division, a "wonen veterans coordi nator” who shal
wor k under the direction of the director and whose duties shall include,
but not be limted to, the:

(a) identification, devel opnent, planning, organization and coordi-
nation of all statew de progranms and services to neet the needs of wonen
veterans[. This initiative shall include but not be limted to al
services in state veterans nursing hones];

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(b) recormendation to the director to ensure conpliance wth al
existing division policies and regulations pertaining to the needs of
woren veterans on the state and federal |evel AND MAKE RECOVVENDATI ONS
REGARDI NG THE | MPROVEMENT OF BENEFI TS AND SERVI CES TO WOVEN VETERANS;

(c) liaison between the division, THE UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS AFFAI RS CENTER FOR WOVEN VETERANS, the United States departnent
of veterans affairs advisory conmttee on wonen veterans, state veterans
nursi ng homes, state agencies, conmunity groups, advocates and other
veterans AND M LI TARY organi zations and interested parties;

(d) [dissem nation of information on available prograns and services
to state veterans nursing hones;

(e) provision of onmbudsman services on issues pertaining to women in
state veterans nursing hones, with a primary enphasis on health care and
servi ces uni que to wonen;

(f) provision of consultation services with health care teans within
state veterans nursing hones to provide the division with a better
under st andi ng of the special needs and concerns of wonen veterans;

(g) nonitoring and tracking availability of adequate hospital roomns;
appropriate mai ntenance of privacy, clothing and personal needs, and
canteen projects specific to the needs of wonen patients; eval uation of
satisfaction |level of wonmen patients with care received; and mai nt enance
of relevant statistics pertaining to the provision of services and bene-
fits to wonen at state veterans nursing hones;

(h)] devel opment and mai ntenance of a clearinghouse for infornmation
and resources for wonmen VETERANS; [ and]

(E) PROMOTE EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES THAT RECOGNI ZE, EDUCATE AND HONOR
WOVEN VETERANS, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO SEM NARS REQUI RED UNDER
SUBDI VI SI ON FOUR- B OF SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED FI FTY- THREE OF THI S ARTI CLE
AND

[(i)] (F) preparation of reports to the director on the status of
worren veterans within New York state.

4. Reports. The wonen veterans coordi nator shall submit a report to
the director each year after the effective date of [the chapter of the
| aws of nineteen hundred ni nety-nine which added this provision] TH'S
SECTION. Such report shall include, but not be limted to, [the nunber
of wonen veterans served by the program The director shall include such
report or synopsis of such report to the governor as provided in section
three hundred fifty-three of this article] A DESCRIPTION OF THE WOMEN
VETERANS COORDI NATOR' S ACTI VI TI ES FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR AND THE PROGRAMS
DEVELOPED PURSUANT TO THE PROVI SIONS OF THI' S SECTI ON. THE DI RECTOR SHALL
SUBM T THE REPORT OR A SYNOPSI S OF THE REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR | N ACCORD-
ANCE WTH THE PROVISIONS OF SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED FI FTY- THREE OF THI S
ARTI CLE

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



