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STATE OF NEW YORK

6342--B
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
March 15, 2011

Introduced by M of A ENGLEBRI GHT, SCHI MEL, BARRON -- Ml ti - Sponsored
by -- M of A GOITFRIED -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Governnental QOperations -- conmittee discharged, bill anended,
ordered reprinted as anmended and reconmitted to said comittee --
again reported fromsaid comrttee with amendnents, ordered reprinted
as anended and recommitted to said conmttee

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to
enacting the "bird-friendly building council act”

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "bird-friendly building council act".

S 2. Legislative findings. The legislature finds that:

(a) a federal multi-agency report issued in 2009, entitled "The State
of the Birds, United States of Anerica", provides the nost conprehensive
assessment to date on the status of bird popul ati ons;

(b) the multi-agency report concludes that nearly one-third of this
nation's 800 bird species are endangered, threatened or in significant
decl i ne;

(c) daytine and nighttinme collisions with man-nmade structures is the
nost significant quantifiable cause of avian nortality and is increasing
with adverse effects being seen at a population |evel with estinates

rangi ng fromseveral hundred mllion to one billion birds dying from
collisions annually in the United States;

(d) not only are birds beautiful, interesting and fascinating crea-
tures that are eagerly welconed by mllions of Anmericans into their

backyards every vyear, but birds also have significant positive inpacts
on the econom es of the United States and New York state;

(e) the United States Fish and WIldlife Service has reported that
bi rdwat chers contribute thirty-six billion dollars annually to the econ-
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ony, and birds naturally provide billions of dollars worth of pest
control, benefitting farmers, forestry owners and consuners alike;

(f) bi rd-safe desi gn features can be incorporated into new
construction and major renovation projects at no to mniml extra cost;
and existing buildings may be nmade bird-safe through the use of sinple,
relatively | ow cost adaptations;

(g) these design features have already been inplenented in buildings
constructed and renovated both in New York state and throughout the
country;

(h) numerous nunicipalities and political subdivisions throughout the
country have devel oped gui delines and standards pronoting bird-friendly
bui | di ng design; and

(i) under the aegis of the departnent of environnmental conservation
there is nmerit and value to the establishnent of a bird-friendly build-
ing council whose mission is to undertake a conprehensive analysis and
develop a set of recomended responses to this significant wildlife
i ssue.

S 3. The environnental conservation law is anmended by adding a new
section 3-0121 to read as foll ows:

S 3-0121. BI RD-FRIENDLY BU LDI NG COUNCI L

1. THERE |S HEREBY ESTABLISHED |IN THE DEPARTMENT A Bl RD- FRI ENDLY
BU LDI NG COUNCI L. SUCH COUNCI L SHALL BE COWPOSED OF NOT LESS THAN ELEVEN
MEMBERS AND NO MORE THAN FI FTEEN MEMBERS, WHI CH SHALL | NCLUDE THE
COW SSI ONER, WHO SHALL BE THE CHAIR OF THE COUNCIL AND A M Nl MUM OF TEN
MEMBERS AND A MAXI MUM OF FOURTEEN MEMBERS APPO NTED BY THE COWM SSI ONER
THE MEMBERS APPO NTED BY THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL | NCLUDE PERSONS REPRES-
ENTI NG THE FOLLON NG | NTERESTS: WLDLI FE CONSERVATI ON ORGANI ZATI ONS
STATE AND FEDERAL W LDLI FE AGENCI ES, ARCHI TECTS, LANDSCAPE ARCHI TECTS,
W NDOW MANUFACTURERS AND DI STRI BUTORS, COMVERCI AL BUI LDI NG MANAGERS, AND
ACADEM A.  THE W LDLI FE CONSERVATI ON ORGANI ZATI ONS REPRESENTED ON THE
COUNCI L SHALL | NCLUDE THE AMERI CAN Bl RD CONSERVANCY, NEW YORK CI TY AUDU-
BON, NEW YORK STATE AUDUBON AND THE LONG | SLAND AUDUBON COUNCI L. THE
FEDERAL W LDLI FE AGENCY REPRESENTATI ON SHALL |INCLUDE THE DIVISION OF
M GRATORY BIRD MANAGEMENT OF THE U.S. FISH AND WLDLI FE SERVICE. THE
MEMBERSHI P OF THE COUNCIL SHALL BE BROADLY REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
GEOGRAPHI C  AREAS OF THE STATE. FURTHERMORE, THE MEMBERS OF THE COUNCI L
SHALL RECEI VE NO COVPENSATI ON FOR THEI R SERVI CES BUT SHALL BE ALLOWED
THEI R ACTUAL AND NECESSARY EXPENSES | NCURRED | N THE PERFORMANCE OF THEI R
DUTIES PURSUANT TO THI'S SECTI ON. I N ADDI TI ON, THE COWM SSI ONER OF
GENERAL SERVI CES SHALL SERVE AS AN EX- OFFI CI O MEMBER OF THE COUNCI L.

2. THE BI RD- FRI ENDLY BUI LDI NG COUNCI L SHALL

A. DEVELOP SUCH RULES, REGULATI ONS AND PROCEDURES AS NECESSARY FOR I T
TO EFFECTI VELY ADM NI STER | TS RESPONSI BI LI Tl ES;

B. ATTEMPT TO ASSESS AND QUANTIFY THE EXTENT AND MAGNI TUDE OF THE
PROBLEM STATEW DE CAUSED BY DI URNAL AND NOCTURNAL BIRDS COLLIDING W TH
BU LDI NGS. TH S EFFORT SHALL | DENTI FY THOSE SPECI ES MOST COMMONLY KI LLED
DURI NG DAYTIME COLLISIONS, THOSE SPECIES MORE COMMONLY KI LLED DURI NG
NI GHTTI ME COLLI SI ONS AND SHALL | NCLUDE AN ASSESSMENT ON SPECI ES AT RI SK
DUE TO RARI TY AND ENDANGERMENT;

C. DEVELOP CRITERIA AND GU DELI NES FOR | DENTI FYI NG AND PRI ORI Tl ZI NG
EXI STI NG BUI LDI NGS WHI CH POSE A DANGER TO BI RD SPECI ES DUE TO THE THREAT
OF COLLI SI ONSs;

D. | DENTI FY EXI STI NG AND EMERA NG PRODUCTS, TECHNOLOG ES, STRATEG ES
AND CONCEPTS WHI CH CAN REDUCE OR ELI M NATE BI RD MORTALI TY FROM BUI LDI NG
COLLI SI ONS
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E. | DENTI FY POTENTI AL FUNDI NG SOURCES, TO FUND THE RETROFI TTI NG AND/ OR
REPLACEMENT OF W NDOWS OF EXI STI NG PROBLEMATIC BU LDINGS WH CH POSE A
THREAT TO BI RDS AND THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF OTHER M Tl GATI VE STRATEQ ES;

F. PROMOTE PUBLIC AWARENESS OF THI S | SSUE AND WHAT MEMBERS OF THE
PUBLI C CAN DO TO M Tl GATE | MPACTS;

G SUPPORT AND FUND ADDI TI ONAL RESEARCH TO BETTER UNDERSTAND PARTI G-
ULAR ASPECTS OF THE BUI LDI NG BI RD COLLI SI ON | SSUE;

H. CONSULT W TH OTHER SUSTAI NABLE BUI LDI NG DESI GN ORGANI ZATI ONS; AND

. IN COOPERATION WTH THE DEPARTMENT AND THE OFFI CE OF GENERAL
SERVI CES, DEVELOP A SET OF PROPCSED STANDARDS GOVERNI NG BI RD-FRI ENDLY
BUI LDI NG DESI GNS WHI CH | NCLUDE FEATURES, MATERI ALS, TECHNOLOGd ES, STRAT-
EG ES, AND CONCEPTS TO REDUCE, M NIM ZE, AND/ OR ELI M NATE Bl RD MORTALI TY
| N\VOLVI NG BUI LDI NG COLLI SIONS. THE COUNCI L SHALL DEVELOP THESE PROPOSED
STANDARDS W THI N EI GHTEEN MONTHS OF | TS ESTABLI SHVENT AND MAKE A COPY OF
THEM AVAI LABLE TO THE GOVERNOR, SENATE MAJORI TY LEADER, AND SPEAKER OF
THE ASSEMBLY FOR THEI R CONSI DERATI ON OF BEI NG CODI FI ED | N STATE LAW

S 4. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw



