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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
March 8, 2011

Introduced by M of A  TH ELE, CONTE, FITZPATRI CK, GRAF, LOSQUADROG,
McKEVI TT, MONTESANO, MJURRAY, RAI A, SALADI NO, SCH MEL, WElI SENBERG - -
read once and referred to the Conmttee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to anmend the environmental conservation law, in relation to
establishing a registration systemfor saltwater recreational fishing;
and to repeal part LL of chapter 59 of the laws of 2009 anending the
envi ronnental conservation law, relating to recreational marine fish-
ing licenses, relating thereto

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Part LL of chapter 59 of the | aws of 2009, amending the
envi ronnental conservation law relating to recreational marine fishing
i censes, i s REPEALED.

S 2. The environnental conservation |aw is anmended by a adding a new
section 13-0355 to read as foll ows:

S 13- 0355. SALTWATER RECREATI ONAL FI SHI NG REG STRY.

1. DEFINITIONS OF REG STRATION, PRIVILEGES. REG STRATION WTH THE
SALTWATER RECREATI ONAL FI SHING REGQ STRY ENTI TLES THE PERSON SO REQ S-
TERED WHO | S SI XTEEN YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TO TAKE FI SH FROM THE WATERS
OF THE MARI NE AND COASTAL DI STRICT AND TO TAKE M GRATORY FI SH OF THE SEA
FROM ALL WATERS OF THE STATE, EXCEPT AS PROVI DED I N SECTI ONS 13- 0333 AND
13-0335 OF THIS TI TLE.

2. SALTWATER RECREATI ONAL FI SHI NG REG STRY ESTABLI SHED. A. THE COW S-
S| ONER SHALL ADM NI STER AND MAI NTAIN A REG STRY OF PERSONS WHO ENGAGE I N
SALTWATER RECREATI ONAL FI SHING. THE COWM SSI ONER MAY DESI GNATE BY RULE
THE METHODS OF FI SHI NG OR THE SALTWATER AREAS FOR WHI CH REGQ STRATION IS
REQU RED UNDER THI'S SECTION. THE REG STRY SHALL CONTAIN THE NAME,
ADDRESS, DATE OF Bl RTH AND TELEPHONE NUMBER FOR EACH PERSON REG STERED.

B. EACH PERSON REG STERED SHALL BE ASSIGNED A UN QUE | DENTI FI CATI ON
NUMBER. SUCH UNI QUE | DENTI FI CATI ON NUMBER SHALL CONTAI N AN EVBEDDED
YEAR CODE, TO BE DETERM NED BY THE COWM SSI ONER, DI SCRETELY DESI GNATI NG

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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THE YEAR OF REG STRATI ON OR RENEWAL OF REG STRATI ON, TO ENSURE COWPLI -
ANCE W TH ANNUAL RENEWAL REQUI REMENTS PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH A OF SUBDI -
VI SI ON THREE OF THI S SECTI ON.

3. REG STRY PROCEDURES. A. AN | NDI VI DUAL' S SALTWATER RECREATI ONAL
FI SHI NG REG STRATI ON SHALL EXPlI RE AT THE END OF EACH CALENDAR YEAR, AND
MAY BE RENEWED FOR EACH SUBSEQUENT CALENDAR YEAR PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH C
OF TH' S SUBDI VI SI ON,

B. A PERSON MAY | NI TIALLY REG STER TO ENGAGE | N SALTWATER RECREATI ON-
AL FI SHI NG

(1) BY APPEARING BEFORE A REG STRATI ON AGENT, AS ESTABLI SHED BY THE
COWM SSI ONER: OR

(1'1) THROUGH A PUBLI CLY ACCESSI BLE ONLI NE REG STRATI ON SYSTEM ON THE
DEPARTMVENT VEBSI TE; OR

(I11) THROUGH A PUBLICLY ACCESSI BLE TELEPHONI C REG STRATI ON SYSTEM
OPERATED BY THE DEPARTMENT. THE COMM SSI ONER SHALL ESTABLISH A TOLL- FREE
TELEPHONE NUMBER OR A DEDI CATED NUMBER FOR USE TO REG STER PURSUANT TO
TH' S SECTI ON.

C. A PERSON MAY RENEW H S OR HER REG STRATI ON UNDER THI S SECTI ON:

(1) BY APPEARING BEFORE A REG STRATI ON AGENT, AS ESTABLI SHED BY THE
COWM SSI ONER: OR

(1'1) THROUGH A PUBLI CLY ACCESSI BLE ONLI NE REG STRATI ON SYSTEM ON THE
DEPARTMVENT WEBSI TE; OR

(I11) THROUGH A PUBLICLY ACCESSI BLE TELEPHONI C REG STRATI ON SYSTEM
OPERATED BY THE DEPARTMENT. THE COMM SSI ONER SHALL ESTABLISH A TOLL- FREE
TELEPHONE NUMBER OR A DEDI CATED NUMBER FOR USE TO RENEW REG STRATI ONS ON
THE REG STRY.

D. A PERSON PURCHASI NG A FI SHI NG LI CENSE UNDER SECTI ON 11-0701 OF THI S
CHAPTER SHALL BE ASKED | F THE PERSON | NTENDS TO FISH IN SALTWATER FOR
THE CALENDAR YEAR |F THE PERSON ANSWERS | N THE AFFI RVATI VE, THE PERSON
SHALL BE | NFORVED OF THE REQUI REMENTS UNDER THI'S SECTI ON.

4. UNI QUE | DENTI FI CATI ON NUMBER REQUI RED. A. EACH PERSON REG STERED
SHALL AT ALL TIMES HAVE THEI R UNI QUE | DENTI FI CATI ON NUVBER ON THE HOLD-
ER S PERSON WH LE EXERCI SI NG ANY PRI VI LEGE OF THE REG STRATI ON.

B. FAILURE TO HAVE A UNIQUE | DENTIFICATION NUVBER ON ONE' S PERSON
WH LE EXERCISING ANY  PRIVILEGE OF THE REG STRATI ON | S PRESUMPTI VE
EVI DENCE THAT SUCH PERSON IS FISHING W THOUT BEING REG STERED AS
REQUI RED BY THI'S SECTI ON.

5. FEES. A FEE FOR REG STERI NG ON THE REG STRY MAY NOT BE ESTABLI SHED
OR LEVI ED. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SION OF LAW A PERSON REG S-
TERING THROUGH AN ONLI NE OR TELEPHONI C REG STRATI ON SYSTEM MAY NOT BE
CHARGED A FEE FOR REG STERI NG

6. EXEMPTI ON FROM REQUI REVENT OF SALTWATER RECREATI ONAL FI SHI NG REG S-
TRATION. A M NORS UNDER THE AGE OF SI XTEEN MAY TAKE FISH AS |F THEY
WERE REG STERED W TH THE SALTWATER RECREATI ONAL FI SHI NG REG STRY.

B. RECREATIONAL FISHING PASSENGERS ON A MARI NE AND COASTAL DI STRI CT
PARTY OR CHARTER BOAT LI CENSED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 13-0336 OF THI' S TI TLE
MAY TAKE FI SH AS | F THEY HELD A RECREATI ONAL MARI NE FI SHI NG LI CENSE.

7. FEDERAL REG STRATION REQUI REMENTS. A. THE REG STRY ESTABLI SHED
PURSUANT TO THI'S SECTI ON SHALL COVPLY W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF THE REG S-
TRY PROGRAM TO BE ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO THE MAGNUSON- STEVENS FI SHERY
CONSERVATI ON AND MANAGEMENT  REAUTHORI ZATI ON ACT, 16 U.S.C. SS 1801 ET
SEQ

B. UPON ESTABLI SHVENT OF THE REG STRY PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION, THE
COWM SSI ONER SHALL APPLY TO THE NATI ONAL MARI NE FI SHERI ES SERVI CE OF THE
NATI ONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERI C ADM NI STRATION FOR EXEMPTED STATE
DESI GNATI ON FROM THE FEDERAL REG STRATI ON REQUI REMENTS,
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8. RECI PROCI TY I N BOUNDARY WATERS. | F PERSONS REG STERED PURSUANT TO
THIS SECTION IN THE SALTWATER RECREATI ONAL FI SHI NG REA STRY ARE NOT
REQUI RED TO HAVE LI CENSES | SSUED BY A STATE NAMED | N PARAGRAPH A, B OR C
OF THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON WHEN FI SHI NG | N THAT PART OF THE WATERS, SPECI FlI ED
IN SUCH PARAGRAPH, WHI CH LIES WTHI N THAT STATE THEN, I N SUCH CASE, A
PERSON SI M LARLY REGQ STERED OR LI CENSED BY SUCH STATE MAY, W THOUT BEI NG
REG STERED PURSUANT TO THI S SECTION I N THE SALTWATER RECREATI ONAL FI SH
ING REQ STRY, TAKE FISH AS PROVIDED IN TH' S TI TLE, FROM THAT PART OF
SUCH WATERS SPECI FI ED | N PARAGRAPH A, B OR C OF THIS SUBDI VI SION WH CH
LIES WTHI N THI S STATE:

A. LI CENSE | SSUED BY CONNECTI CUT: THOSE PARTS OF THE LONG | SLAND SOUND
LYl NG BETWEEN NEW YORK AND CONNECTI CUT.

B. LICENSE |SSUED BY NEW JERSEY: THOSE PARTS OF NEW YORK HARBOR,
HUDSON RI VER, KILL VAN KULL, ARTHUR KILL, RARI TAN BAY AND ATLANTI C OCEAN
LYl NG BETWEEN NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY.

C. LI CENSE | SSUED BY RHODE | SLAND: THOSE PARTS OF THE LONG | SLAND
SOUND, BLOCK | SLAND SOUND AND ATLANTI C OCEAN LYI NG BETWEEN NEW YORK AND
RHODE | SLAND.

S 3. Any person who purchased a lifetine recreational marine fishing
license shall be refunded the anbunt of the fee he or she paid in excess
of a single season |license.

S 4. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however, that effective i Mmedi ate-
ly, any regulations necessary for the timely inplenentation of this act
on its effective date are authorized to be promul gated before such date.



