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STATE OF NEW YORK

5927
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
March 2, 2011

Introduced by M of A KAVANAGH, STEVENSON -- read once and referred to
the Conmittee on Governnmental Operations

AN ACT to anend the legislative law, in relation to creation of the
non-partisan | egi sl ative budget office

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The legislative law is anmended by adding a new article 4-B
to read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 4-B
NON- PARTI SAN LEG SLATI VE BUDGET OFFI CE
SECTI ON 76. NON- PARTI SAN LEGQ SLATI VE BUDGET OFFI CE.
77. POANERS AND DUTIES OF THE OFFI CE; REPORT.

S 76. NON PARTI SAN LEG SLATI VE BUDGET OFFI CE. 1. FOR PURPCSES OF THI S
ARTI CLE:

A. "OFFI CE'" MEANS THE NON- PARTI SAN LEG SLATI VE BUDGET OFFI CE ESTAB-
LI SHED IN THI S ARTI CLE; AND

B. "Dl RECTOR' MEANS THE DI RECTOR OF THE NON PARTI SAN LEG SLATI VE BUDG
ET OFFI CE.

C. "SUPER-MAJORITY VOTE' MEANS A VOTE REQUI RING TWO THI RDS OF THE
MEMBERS ELECTED TO EACH BRANCH OF THE LEG SLATURE.

2. THERE | S HEREBY CREATED A NON- PARTI SAN LEG SLATI VE BUDGET OFFI CE.
THE HEAD OF SUCH OFFI CE SHALL BE THE DI RECTOR WHO SHALL BE APPO NTED BY
A JO NT RESOLUTI ON REQUI RI NG A SUPER- MAJORI TY VOTE OF BOTH OF THE SENATE
AND ASSEMBLY FOR A TERM OF SEVEN YEARS. THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE
SENATE AND SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, | N CONSULTATI ON W TH THE SENATE
M NORI TY LEADER AND ASSEMBLY M NORI TY LEADER SHALL REACH A CONSENSUS ON
A CANDI DATE FOR THE DI RECTOR POSI TI ON ON WHI CH THE SENATE AND ASSEMBLY
SHALL VOTE. THE DI RECTOR OF THE LEQ SLATIVE BUDGET OFFICE SHALL BE
APPO NTED W THOUT REGARD TO POLITICAL AFFILIATION AND SCOLELY ON THE
BASI S OF FI TNESS TO PERFORM THE DUTI ES ASSI GNED BY THI S ARTI CLE.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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3. A DEPUTY DI RECTOR SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE DI RECTOR. ANY | NDI VI D-
UAL APPO NTED AS DI RECTOR TO FI LL A VACANCY PRI OR TO THE EXPI RATI ON OF A
TERM SHALL SERVE ONLY FOR THE UNEXPI RED PCORTI ON OF THAT TERM ANY | NDI -
VI DUAL SERVI NG AS DI RECTOR AT THE EXPI RATI ON OF THE TERM MAY CONTI NUE TO
SERVE UNTIL H'S OR HER SUCCESSOR | S APPO NTED. ANY DEPUTY DI RECTOR
SHALL SERVE UNTI L THE EXPI RATI ON OF THE TERM OF OFFI CE OF THE DI RECTOR
WHO APPO NTED H M OR HER, AND UNTIL H' S OR HER SUCCESSOR | S APPO NTED,
UNLESS SOONER REMOVED BY THE DI RECTOR

4. THE DI RECTOR SHALL HOLD NO OTHER PUBLI C OFFI CE WH LE SERVING AS
THE DIRECTOR THE DI RECTOR SHALL RECElI VE SUCH COVPENSATI ON AS NMAY BE
FI XED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE.

5. THE DI RECTOR MAY BE REMOVED BY ElI THER THE ASSEMBLY OR THE SENATE BY
RESCLUTI ON REQUI RIENG A TWO- THI RDS VOTE OF THE MEMBERS ELECTED TO EI THER
BRANCH OF THE LEG SLATURE.

S 77. PONERS AND DUTI ES OF THE OFFI CE; REPORT. 1. THE OFFI CE SHALL:

A. PROVI DE | NFORVATI ON TO THE LEGQ SLATI VE COW TTEES OF THE SENATE AND
ASSEMBLY W TH RESPECT TO THE STATE BUDGET, APPROPRI ATI ON AND PROGRAMVAT-
| C BILLS AND OTHER BI LLS PROVI DI NG BUDGET AUTHORI TY OR TAX EXPENDI TURES;

B. EXAMNE AND REVIEWALL FI NANCI AL AND PROGRAMVATI C | NFORMATI ON OF
THE STATE FOR THE PURPOSE OF RENDERI NG REVENUE ESTI MATES USED I N DETER-
M NI NG WHETHER ANY PROPCSED STATE BUDGET |'S BALANCED,

C. BE CHARGED W TH THE DUTY OF RENDERI NG ANTI Cl PATED REVENUE FORECAST
REPORTS TO THE LEG SLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR FOR THE PURPCSES OF FACI LI -
TATI NG PASSAGE OF THE STATE BUDGET I N A TI MELY MANNER; AND

D. PROVIDE ASSI STANCE |IN DETERM NI NG THE FI SCAL | MPACT OF PROPGOSED
LEG SLATI ON AT THE REQUEST OF A MEMBER OF THE SENATE AND ASSEMBLY.

E. THE DI RECTOR SHALL DEVELOP, | N CONSULTATION WTH THE CHAIRS AND
RANKING MEMBERS OF THE SENATE STANDI NG COWM TTEE ON FI NANCE AND THE
ASSEMBLY WAYS AND MEANS COWM TTEE, A PRIOCRITY SYSTEM FOR PROCESSI NG
REQUESTS FROM LEGQ SLATORS FOR FI SCAL | MPACT STATEMENTS FOR THEIR LEG S-
LATI ON.

F. THE DI RECTOR SHALL PROVI DE ALL MEMBERS OF THE SENATE AND ASSEMBLY
WTH A DESCRI PTION OF THE PRI ORI TY SYSTEM FOR PROCESSI NG REQUESTS FROM
LEG SLATORS FOR FI SCAL | MPACT STATEMENTS FOR THEI R LEQ SLATI ON.

2. AT THE REQUEST OF ANY COW TTEE CHAIR OR RANKING MEMBER OF THE
SENATE OR ASSEMBLY, TO THE EXTENT PRACTI CABLE, THE LEQ SLATI VE BUDGET
OFFI CE SHALL PROVI DE TO SUCH COWM TTEE ANY | NFORMVATI ON VWHI CH W LL ASSI ST
IN THE DI SCHARGE OF MATTERS W THI N THE JURI SDI CTI ON OF SUCH COW TTEE.

3. THE DI RECTOR MAY APPO NT BUDGET ANALYSTS, ASSI STANTS AND SUCH OTHER
EMPLOYEES AS HE OR SHE MAY DEEM NECESSARY OR DESI RABLE, PRESCRI BE SUCH
EMPLOYEE'S DUTIES AND FI X SUCH EMPLOYEE' S COWPENSATION WTH N THE
AMOUNTS APPROPRI ATED AND MADE AVAI LABLE THEREFOR.

4. A THE OFFI CE SHALL SUBM T A REPORT TO THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF
THE SENATE, SENATE M NORITY LEADER, THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY AND
ASSEMBLY M NORI TY LEADER, WH CH SHALL | NCLUDE:

1. WRITTEN ESTI MATES OF ANTICI PATED STATE REVENUES FOR BUDGETARY
PURPGCSES;

2. PRQIECTED ECONOM C FACTORS AND FORECASTS;

3. SUWARI ZATION OF THE BUDGET PROPOSED BY THE GOVERNOR PURSUANT TO
ARTI CLE SEVEN OF THE CONSTI TUTI ON; AND

4. REVENUE SOURCES THAT COULD BE USED AS ALTERNATIVES TO REVENUE
SOURCES QUTLI NED I N THE EXECUTI VE BUDGET.

B. SUCH REPCORT SHALL BE SUBM TTED ON THE FI RST OF MARCH EACH YEAR FOR
THE NEXT SUCCEEDI NG FI SCAL YEAR AFTER SUBM SS| ON TO THE TEMPORARY PRES-
| DENT OF THE SENATE, SENATE M NORI TY LEADER, THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY
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AND ASSEMBLY M NORI TY LEADER, SUCH REPORT SHALL BE MADE AVAI LABLE TO THE
PUBLI C, UPON REQUEST.

5. A THE LEd SLATI VE BUDGET OFFI CE SHALL BE FUNDED FROM LEG SLATI VE
APPROPRI ATI ONS PROVI DED ANNUALLY, W TH EQUAL ALLOCATI ONS PROVI DED BY THE
SENATE AND THE ASSEMBLY AS EACH HOUSE DEEMS APPROPRI ATE.

B. THE DI RECTOR MAY PROCURE, W THI N THE AMOUNTS APPROPRI ATED AND MADE
AVAlI LABLE THEREFOR, UP-TO DATE COVWUTER EQUI PMENT, OBTAI N THE SERVI CES
OF EXPERTS AND CONSULTANTS | N COVPUTER TECHNOLOGY.

S 2. Section 30 of the legislative |law, as anended by chapter 766 of
the laws of 2005, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 30. Duties of finance and ways and neans committees and secretaries
AND OF THE LEQ SLATI VE BUDGET OFFI CE AND | TS DI RECTOR The comittees
and their secretaries AND OF THE LEQ SLATIVE BUDGET OFFI CE AND I TS
DI RECTOR shal |l have access at all reasonable tines to offices of state
departnments, conm ssions, boards, bureaus and offices, to institutions
and to all state authorities and public works of the state and they may,
for the purpose of obtaining information as to the nmethod of operation,
general condition, nmnagenent and needs thereof, exam ne the books,
papers and public records therein. Notw thstandi ng any other provision
of law such state departnents, conm ssions, boards, bureaus, offices,
state authorities and institutions shall through their proper officers
or deputies furnish to such commttees AND THE LEG SLATI VE BUDGET OFFI CE
such data, information or statenents as may be necessary for the proper
exercise of their powers and duties and for the purpose of carrying into
effect the provisions of this article. The finance and ways and neans
committee in exercising the powers and perform ng the duties prescribed
by this article may act jointly, or separately, as they deem advi sabl e.

S 3. This act shall take effect imediately.



