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STATE OF NEW YORK

5284
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 15, 2011

Introduced by M of A HOOPER, WEPRIN -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to prohibiting
passengers under the age of eighteen in a car with a driver having a
class DJ or M) learner's permt or license unless the passengers are
related, increasing the suspension period for drivers having a cl ass
DJ or MJ] learner's permit or license from60 to 180 days and institut-
ing fines agai nst parents who knowingly let their children operate a
vehicle outside the prescribed limtations for the class DI or M
| earner's permt or |icense

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 501-b of the vehicle and traffic |aw, as added by
chapter 644 of the laws of 2002, paragraphs (c) and (d) of subdivision 1
and paragraph (b) of subdivision 2 as anmended by chapter 403 of the | aws
of 2009, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 501-b. Additional restrictions on certain |earners' permts and
drivers' licenses. 1. In addition to the restrictions contained in
subdi vision five of section five hundred one of this article, no holder
of a class DJ or class MJ learner's permt shall

(a) operate a notor vehicle with any front seat occupants other than
t he supervising driver;

(b) operate a notor vehicle unless every occupant of such vehicle is
properly restrained by a safety belt or child safety seat in accordance
with the provisions of subdivision three-a of section twelve hundred
twenty-nine-c of this chapter

(c) operate a notor vehicle with nore than one passenger who is under
the age of twenty-one and who is not a nenber of such holder's imredi ate
famly, provided, however, that the provisions of this paragraph shal
not apply when such holder is acconpanied by a duly licensed parent,
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guardi an, person in a position of |loco parentis, driver education teach-
er or driving school instructor;

(d) OPERATE A MOTOR VEH CLE W TH NO PASSENGERS WHO ARE UNDER THE AGE
OF ElI GHTEEN AND WHO ARE NOT MEMBERS OF SUCH HOLDER' S | MVEDI ATE FAM LY,
PROVI DED, HOWEVER, THAT THE PROVI SI ONS OF THI S PARAGRAPH SHALL NOT APPLY
VWHEN SUCH HOLDER IS ACCOVPAN ED BY A DULY LI CENSED PARENT, GUARDI AN,
PERSON I N A POSI TI ON OF LOCO PARENTI S, DRI VER EDUCATI ON TEACHER OR DRI V-
| NG SCHOOL | NSTRUCTOR,

(E) be eligible for issuance of a class DJ, MJ, Dor MIlicense unless
such permt has been valid for at |east six nmonths. Any tine period in
whi ch such class DJ or MJ |learner's pernt has been suspended or revoked
shall not be counted in determning the length of tine that such
| earner's permt has been valid.

2. In addition to the restrictions contained in subdivision three of
section five hundred one of this article, no holder of a <class DJ or
class MJ license shall operate a notor vehicle:

(a) unless every occupant of such vehicle is properly restrained by a
safety belt or child safety seat in accordance with the provisions of
subdivision three-a of section twelve hundred twenty-nine-c of this
chapter; and

(b) with nore than one passenger who is under the age of twenty-one
and who is not a nenber of such holder's imediate famly, provided,
however, that the provisions of this paragraph shall not apply when such
hol der is acconpanied by a duly licensed parent, guardian, person in a
position of |loco parentis, driver education teacher or driving schoo
instructor[.]; AND

(© W TH NO PASSENGERS WHO ARE UNDER THE AGE OF ElI GHTEEN AND WHO ARE
NOT MEMBERS OF SUCH HOLDER S | MVEDI ATE FAM LY, PROVI DED, HOWEVER, THAT
THE PROVI SI ONS OF THI S PARAGRAPH SHALL NOT APPLY WHEN SUCH HOLDER IS
ACCOVPANI ED BY A DULY LI CENSED PARENT, GUARDI AN, PERSON IN A PGCsSI TI ON OF
LOCO PARENTI S, DRI VER EDUCATI ON TEACHER OR DRI VI NG SCHOOL | NSTRUCTOR

S 2. The opening paragraph of paragraph (a) and paragraph (b) of
subdivision 1 of section 510-c of the vehicle and traffic law, as
anended by chapter 403 of the |aws of 2009, are anmended to read as
fol | ows:

A learner's permt or a driver's license shall be suspended for a
period of [sixty] ONE HUNDRED ElI GHTY days:

(b) A learner's permt or a driver's |license shall be revoked for a
period of [sixty] ONE HUNDRED ElI GHTY days upon the conviction or finding
of the permt or license holder of a violation or violations, conmmtted
within six nonths after the restoration of such permt or |icense
suspended pursuant to paragraph (a) of this subdi vi si on, whi ch
convictions or findings would result in the suspension of such permt or
| i cense pursuant to paragraph (a) of this subdivision.

S 3. Section 1212 of the vehicle and traffic | aw, as added by chapter
47 of the laws of 1988, is amended to read as foll ows:

S 1212. Reckl ess driving. Reckless driving shall nean driving or using
any notor vehicle, notorcycle or any other vehicle propelled by any
power other than muscul ar power or any appliance or accessory thereof in
a nmanner which unreasonably interferes with the free and proper use of
t he public highway, or unreasonably endangers users of the public high-
way. Reckless driving is prohibited. [Every person] PERSONS viol ating
this provision shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor.

ANY PERSON HOLDI NG A CLASS DJ OR CLASS MJ LEARNER' S PERM T OR LI CENSE
OR LIMTED CLASS DI OR CLASS MJ LI CENSE WHO VI OLATES THI S SECTI ON SHALL
BE GUILTY OF A CLASS E FELONY.
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S 4. The vehicle and traffic law is anmended by adding a new section
510-d to read as foll ows:

S 510-D. KNOWNGLY OPERATING OUTSIDE OF LI M TATIONS ON CLASS DJ OR
CLASS MJ LEARNER S PERM TS OR DRI VER S LI CENSES; PARENTS. ANY PARENT WHO
KNOW NGLY ALLOAS A CHI LD TO OPERATE A VEHI CLE OQUTSIDE THE PRESCRI BED
LI M TATIONS OF SUCH CHI LD S LI CENSE CLASSI FI CATI ON SHALL BE SUBJECT TO A
FINE OF NOT LESS THAN TWD THOUSAND DOLLARS.

S 5. This act shall take effect on the first of Novenber next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw



