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STATE OF NEW YORK

5188
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 14, 2011

Introduced by M of A ZEBROABKI, COLTON, JAFFEE, SPANO, DESTI TQ
LAVI NE, WEPRIN, M LLMAN -- Muilti-Sponsored by -- M of A BING TITONE
-- read once and referred to the Conm ttee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to requiring neurocogni-
tive assessnent of high school athletes before participation in
contact sports and foll ow ng any concussion or traumatic head injury
and requiring public school coaches to receive training in the recog-
nition and nmanagenent of concussions and traumatic head injuries

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "concus-
sion and head injury nmanagenent act".

S 2. The education law is anended by adding two new sections 3001-e
and 3001-f to read as foll ows:

S 3001-E. CONCUSSI ON AND HEAD | NJURY MANAGEMENT. 1. DEFIN TIONS. AS
USED I N THI S SECTI ON

A. "ATHLETE" MEANS A PERSON ENROLLED I N A PUBLI C SCHOOL WHO ENGAGES I N
COVPETI Tl VE SPORTS AT A HI GH SCHOCOL.

B. "CONCUSSI ON' MEANS A M LD BRAIN | NJURY CAUSED BY A BLOW TO THE HEAD
OR A SUDDEN, VI OLENT MOTI ON THAT CAUSES THE BRAIN TO BUW UP AGAI NST THE
SKULL.

C. "CONTACT SPORT" MEANS BASKETBALL, BASEBALL, FOOTBALL, SOFTBALL,
SOCCER, WRESTLING I CE HOCKEY, FIELD HOCKEY, CHEERLEADI NG, LACROCSSE,
SKI I NG OR VOLLEYBALL.

D. "NEUROCOGNI Tl VE ASSESSMENT" MEANS SPECI ALI ZED EVALUATION THAT IS
PRI MARI LY CONCERNED W TH LEARNI NG AND BEHAVI OR | N RELATI ONSHI P TO BRAI N
FUNCTI ON TO DETERM NE WHETHER AN ATHLETE HAS RECOVERED FROM A TRAUMATI C
BRAI N | NJURY.

2. EACH SCHOOL DISTRICT SHALL | MPLEMENT A NEURCCOGNI Tl VE TESTI NG
PROGRAM FOR ALL ATHLETES PARTICI PATING IN A CONTACT SPORT AND SHALL
| NCLUDE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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A. A VALID BASELINE NEUROCOGN TI VE ASSESSMENT CONDUCTED PRI OR TO
PARTI Cl PATION I N THE SPORT. THE BASELINE TESTING WLL BE PERFORVED
El THER THROUGH A CONCUSSI ON MANAGEMENT PROFESSI ONAL OR NEUROCOGNI Tl VE
ASSESSMENT TOOL. A BASELI NE TESTI NG ASSESSMENT FOR AN ATHLETE SHALL BE
VALI D FOR A PERI OD OF TWD YEARS AFTER THE DATE OF THE ASSESSMENT; AND

B. A POST-1NJURY NEUROCOGNI TI VE TESTI NG CONDUCTED AFTER AN ATHLETE
SUFFERS ANY CONCUSSI ON OR TRAUVATI C HEAD | NJURY.

3. A ANY H GH SCHOOL ATHLETE WHO IS SUSPECTED OF SUSTAI NI NG A CONCUS-
SI ON OR TRAUMATI C HEAD | NJURY DURI NG PRACTICE OR COWPETITION MJST BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRACTI CE OR GAME | MVEDI ATELY FOLLOW NG THE | NJURY.

B. AN ATHLETE WHO HAS BEEN REMOVED FROM A COWPETI TI ON OR PRACTI CE DUE
TO A SUSPECTED HEAD | NJURY SHALL NOT RETURN TO PLAY:

(1) UNLESS THE ATHLETE HAS UNDERGONE AND SUCCESSFULLY COWPLETED A
POST-1 NJURY NEUROCOGNI TI VE TEST AS DESCRI BED I N SUBDI VI SION TWO OF THI S
SECTI ON; AND

(2) AFTER THE ATHLETE HAS SUCCESSFULLY COWPLETED A NEUROCOGNI TI VE
TEST, A LI CENSED HEALTH CARE PROFESSI ONAL HAS EVALUATED THE ATHLETE AND
HAS G VEN WRI TTEN PERM SSI ON TO RESUME SPORTS ACTI VI TY.

C. A RECORD OF ALL CONCUSSI ONS OR TRAUNATI C HEAD | NJURI ES SUFFERED BY
A H GH SCHOOL ATHLETE SHALL BE KEPT W TH THE SCHOOL'S NURSE.

S 3001-F. CONCUSSION AND HEAD |INJURY TRAINING FOR COACHES OF
EXTRA- CLASS PUBLI C SCHOOL CONTACT ATHLETIC ACTIVITIES. 1. THE BOARD OF
EDUCATI ON SHALL DEVELOP AN APPROVED LI ST OF TRAI NI NG COURSES REGARDI NG
RECOGNI TI ON AND MANAGEMENT OF CONCUSSI ONS AND TRAUVATI C HEAD | NJURI ES.

2. PERSONS EMPLOYED | N PUBLI C SCHOOLS AS COACHES OF A CONTACT SPORT,
AS DEFINED IN SECTION THREE THOUSAND ONE-E OF TH S ARTI CLE, SHALL
COVWPLETE AN APPROVED TRAI Nl NG COURSE AS PROVIDED IN SUBDIVISION ONE OF
THI'S SECTI ON BY DECEMBER THI RTY- FI RST, TWO THOUSAND FOURTEEN; PROVI DED,
HONEVER, THAT THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL HAVE THE AUTHORI TY TO ESTABLI SH BY
RULE OR REGULATI ON AN ADDI TI ONAL TI ME SCHEDULE FOR COWPLI ANCE WTH THI S
SECTI ON. ALL PUBLI C SCHOOL COACHES SHALL COVPLETE AN ADDI TI ONAL TRAI NI NG
COURSE NO LONGER THAN FI VE YEARS LATER THAN THE | NI TI AL TRAI NI NG

S 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2012 and shall apply to all
school years comencing on or after such date; provided that effective
i mredi ately, the commi ssioner of education is authorized and directed to
pronmul gate all rules and regul ations and take all actions necessary to
i mpl enment the provisions of this act on or before its effective date.



