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STATE OF NEW YORK

4386
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 3, 2011

I ntroduced by M of A BRENNAN, ABBATE -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A
COLTON, GABRYSZAK, PHEFFER, ROSENTHAL, SWEENEY -- read once and
referred to the Conmttee on Transportation

AN ACT to amend the vehicle and traffic |law and the insurance law, in
relation to creation and issuance by the comm ssioner of notor vehi -
cles of a guide booklet describing rights of pedestrians and responsi -
bilities of notorists to themrespecting the rules of the road, for
inclusion by insurers with autonobile liability insurance policies and
annual Iy upon renewal s sent to insured owners of notor vehicles prin-
cipally garaged or principally used in this state

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 1101 of the vehicle and traffic law is anmended to
read as foll ows:

S 1101. Required obedience to traffic laws. (A It is unlawful and,
unless otherwise declared in this title wth respect to particular
offenses, it is atraffic infraction for any person to do any act
forbidden or fail to performany act required in ANY OTHER SECTI ON OF
this title.

(B) THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL DEVELOP AND | SSUE A GUI DE BOOKLET TO HELP
PEDESTRI ANS AND MOTORI STS BETTER UNDERSTAND THEI R RESPONSI BI LI TI ES TO
PROMOTE PEDESTRI AN SAFETY. THE GUI DE BOOKLET SHALL BE DESI GNATED " PEDES-
TRI AN RI GHTS AND MOTORI ST'S RESPONSI BI LI TIES" AND SHALL DESCRIBE |IN
PLAIN LANGUAGE AND HI GHLI GHT AND, WHERE APPROPRI ATE, EXCERPT, THOSE
PROVI SIONS OF THIS TITLE OF THI S CHAPTER ("RULES OF THE ROAD') WHICH, IN
THE OPI NI ON OF THE COW SSI ONER, MOST CONCERN PROMOTI ON OF THE SAFETY OF
PEDESTRI ANS, THEI R RI GHTS AND THE RESPONSI BI LI TIES OF MOTORI STS TOWMRD
THEM

S 2. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 4 of section 311 of the vehicle and
traffic aw, as anended by chapter 305 of the laws of 1995, is anended
to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(a) Affording coverage as defined in the m nimum provisions prescribed
in a regulation which shall be promulgated by the superintendent at
| east ninety days prior to effective date of this act. The superinten-
dent before promulgating such regulations or any anmendment thereof,
shall consult wth all insurers licensed to wite autonobile liability
insurance in this state and shall not prescribe mnimum provisions which
fail to reflect the provisions of autonobile liability insurance poli-
cies, other than notor vehicle liability policies as defined in section
three hundred forty-five of this [chapter] TITLE, issued wthin this
state at the date of such regulation or anendnent thereof. Nothing
contained in such regulation or in this article shall prohibit any
insurer from affording coverage under an owner's policy of liability
i nsurance nore liberal than that required by said mninmm provisions.
Every such owner's policy of liability insurance shall provide insurance
subject to said regulation against loss fromthe liability inposed by
| aw for damages, including damages for care and |oss of services,
because of bodily injury to or death of any person and injury to or
destruction of property arising out of the ownership, maintenance, use,
or operation of a specific notor vehicle or notor vehicles within the
state of New York, or elsewhere in the United States in North America or
t he Domi ni on of Canada, subject to a limt, exclusive of interest and
costs, wth respect to each such notor vehicle except a tow truck, of
twenty-five thousand doll ars because of bodily injuries to and fifty
t housand dol | ars because of death of one person in any one acci dent and,
subject to said limt for one person, toalimt of fifty thousand
dol | ars because of bodily injury to and one hundred thousand dollars
because of death of two or nore persons in any one accident, and to a
limt of ten thousand dollars because of injury to or destruction of
property of others in any one accident provided, however, that such
policy need not be for a period coterm nous with the registration period
of the vehicle insured. The Iimt, exclusive of interest and costs, wth
respect to a tow truck shall be a conbined single limt of at |east
three hundred thousand dol |l ars because of bodily injury or death to one
or nore persons or because of injury or destruction of property of
others in any one accident, and to a limt of twenty-five thousand
dol | ars because of damage to a vehicle in the care, custody and contro
of the insured. Any insurer authorized to issue an owner's policy of
liability insurance as provided for in this article my, pending the
issue of such a policy, nmake an agreenent, to be known as a binder, or
may, in lieu of such a policy, issue a renewal endorsenment or evidence
of renewal of an existing policy; each of which shall be construed to
provide indemity or protection in Iike nmanner and to the sane extent as
such a policy. The provisions of this article shall apply to such bind-
ers, renewal endorsenents or evidences of renewal. Every such policy
i ssued insuring private passenger vehicles and every renewal policy,
renewal endorsenent, or other evidence of renewal issued shall have
attached thereto a rating information formwhich clearly specifies and
defines the rating classification assigned thereto, including any appli-
cable nerit rating plan AND SHALL HAVE ENCLOSED THEREW TH, AT LEAST
ANNUALLY, A COPY OF THE COW SSI ONER' S GUI DE BOOKLET ENTI TLED " PEDESTRI -
AN RI GHTS AND MOTORI ST' S RESPONSI Bl LI TI ES" REFERRED TO | N SECTI ON ELEVEN
HUNDRED ONE OF THI S CHAPTER, and

S 3. Subsection (f) of section 3420 of the insurance |aw is anended by
addi ng a new paragraph 2-a to read as foll ows:

(2-A) MJULTIPLE COPI ES OF THE GUI DE BOOKLET ENTI TLED " PEDESTRI AN RI GHTS
AND MOTORI ST' S RESPONSI BI LI TI ES" AS DEVELOPED AND | SSUED BY THE COW S-
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SIONER OF MOTOR VEHI CLES SHALL BE REPRODUCED BY AUTHORI ZED | NSURERS
VWHI CH | SSUE OR DELIVER IN THI S STATE PCLI CI ES | NSURI NG OANERS OF MOTOR
VEHI CLES AGAI NST LOSS RESULTI NG FROM LI ABI LI TY | MPOGSED BY LAW FOR BODI LY
| NJURY OR DEATH SUFFERED BY ANY NATURAL PERSON ARI SI NG QUT OF THE OMNER-
SH P, MAINTENANCE AND USE OF A MOTOR VEHI CLE PRI NClI PALLY GARAGED OR
PRI NCl PALLY USED IN THIS STATE, IN SUFFICIENT QUANTITIES TO PERMT
DI STRI BUTI ON BY SUCH | NSURERS OF ONE COPY OF SUCH GUI DE BOOKLET ONCE PER
YEAR TO EVERY SUCH | NSURED. SUCH COPY SHALL BE | NCLUDED BY SUCH | NSURER
W TH THE ORI G NAL | SSUANCE OF SUCH POLI CY, AND AT LEAST ANNUALLY THERE-
AFTER W TH THE RENEWAL OF SUCH POLI CY, SENT BY MAIL OR OTHERW SE DELI V-
ERED TO EVERY | NSURED OWNER OF SUCH A MOTOR VEHI CLE.

S 4. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however, that effective i medi ate-
ly, the addition, amendnment and/or repeal of any rules or regul ations by
t he conmi ssioner of notor vehicles and superintendent of insurance, and
t he devel opnent and issuance of the gui de booklet by the conm ssioner of
notor vehicles, necessary for the inplenentation of the foregoing
sections of this act on the effective date of this act are authorized
and directed to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.



