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AN ACT to amend the public service |law and the state finance law, in
relation to enacting the accessible electronic information act

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "accessible electronic information act".

S 2. The public service law is anended by adding a new section 92-g to
read as foll ows:

S 92-G ACCESSI BLE ELECTRONI C | NFORMATI ON; BLI ND AND DI SABLED PERSONS.
1. A QUALIFI ED NOT- FOR- PROFI T ENTI TY CAPABLE OF PROVI DI NG SUCH SERVICE
SHALL PROVI DE AN ACCESSI BLE ELECTRONI C | NFORMATI ON SERVI CE FOR ELI G BLE
BLI ND AND DI SABLED PERSONS. THI' S SERVI CE SHALL BE PLANNED FOR CONTI NUA-
TION FROM YEAR TO YEAR AND MAKE MAXI MUM USE OF FEDERAL AND OTHER FUNDS
AVAI LABLE BY OBTAINING GRANT OR |INKIND SUPPORT FROM APPROPRIATE
PROGRAMS AND SECURI NG ACCESS TO LOW COST | NTERSTATE RATES FOR TELECOMMU-
NI CATI ONS BY RElI MBURSEMENT OR OTHERW SE.

2. AS USED IN THI S SECTI ON, THE FOLLOW NG TERMS SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOW
| NG MEANI NGS, UNLESS OTHERW SE | NDI CATED:

(A) "ACCESSI BLE ELECTRONI C | NFORVATI ON SERVI CE" MEANS NEWS AND OTHER
TI MELY | NFORMATI ON (| NCLUDI NG NEWSPAPERS) PROVI DED TO ELI G BLE | NDI VI D-
UALS FROM A MULTI - STATE SERVI CE CENTER, USI NG H GH SPEED COVPUTERS AND
TELECOMMUNI CATI ONS TECHNOLOGY FOR | NTERSTATE ACQUI SI TI ON OF CONTENT AND
RAPI D DI STRI BUTI ON I N A FORM APPROPRI ATE FOR USE BY SUCH | NDI VI DUALS;

(B) "BLIND AND DISABLED PERSONS' MEANS THOSE | NDI VI DUALS WHO ARE
ELI G BLE FOR LI BRARY LOAN SERVI CES THROUGH THE LI BRARY OF CONGRESS AND
THE STATE LIBRARY FOR THE BLI ND AND PHYSI CALLY HANDI CAPPED PURSUANT TO
36 CFR 701.10(B);

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(© "DIRECTOR'" MEANS THE DI RECTOR OF THE SELECTED NOT- FOR- PROFI T ENTI -
TY,

(D) "QUALI FI ED ENTI TY" MEANS A NOT- FOR-PROFI T ENTITY WTHI N THI S STATE
CAPABLE OF PROVI DI NG ACCESSI BLE ELECTRONI C | NFORMATI ON SERVI CES WHI CH:

(1) PROVIDES |NTERSTATE ACCESS FOR ELI G BLE PERSONS TO READ DAI LY
NEWSPAPERS PRODUCI NG AUDI O EDI TI ONS BY COVPUTER, AND

(1'l) PROVIDES A MEANS OF PROGRAM ADM NI STRATI ON AND READER REQ STRA-
TI ON ON THE | NTERNET.

S 3. The state finance |law is anended by adding a new section 99-t to
read as foll ows:

S 99-T. ACCESSI BLE ELECTRONI C | NFORMATI ON SERVI CE FUND. 1. THERE 1S
HEREBY ESTABLISHED IN THE CUSTODY OF THE STATE COVWTROLLER A SPECI AL
REVENUE FUND TO BE KNOW AS THE "ACCESSIBLE ELECTRONI C | NFORVATI ON
SERVI CE FUND".

2. NOTHING CONTAINED IN TH'S SECTION SHALL PREVENT THE STATE FROM
RECEI VI NG GRANTS, G FTS OR BEQUESTS AND DEPCSI TI NG THEM | NTO THE ACCES-
S| BLE ELECTRONI C | NFORMATI ON SERVI CE FUND ACCORDI NG TO LAW

3. THE ACCESSI BLE ELECTRONI C | NFORMATI ON SERVI CE FUND SHALL BE ADM N-
| STERED BY THE PUBLIC SERVICE COW SSION, |IN CONSULTATION WTH THE
DI RECTOR, | N ACCORDANCE W TH THI S SECTI ON.

4. THE TARGETED ACCESSIBILITY FUND, INC. , ESTABLI SHED BY THE PUBLI C
SERVI CE COMM SSION I N I TS "ORDER AND OPI NI ON 98-10", MAY ALLOCATE FUNDS
FOR THE PURPCSE OF PROVIDING ELECTRONI C DI STRI BUTI ON OF NEWSPAPERS,
PERI ODI CALS, TI ME SENSI TI VE MATERI ALS, AND OTHER | NFORMATI ON  WHI CH MAY
BE OF BENEFI T TO THE COVMUNI TY.

S 4. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw, provided, however, that effective immediately, the
addi tion, anendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regul ati on necessary
for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date is authorized
and directed to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.



