Co~NOoOUI~,WNE

STATE OF NEW YORK

4097
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 1, 2011

Introduced by M of A MORELLE -- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to establishing
vi sor conmuni cation cards for the deaf and hard of hearing; and to
amend the state finance law, in relation to establishing the New York
state deaf and hard of hearing fund

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The vehicle and traffic law is amended by adding a new
section 404-x to read as foll ows:

S 404-X. VI SOR COVWUNI CATI ON CARD FOR THE NEW YORK STATE DEAF AND
HARD OF HEARING 1. AS USED IN THI S SECTI ON, THE FOLLOWN NG TERMS SHALL
HAVE THE FOLLOW NG MEANI NGS:

(A) "DEAF PERSON' SHALL MEAN ANY PERSON WHO, BECAUSE OF HEARI NG LGSS,
IS NOT ABLE TO DI SCRI M NATE SPEECH WHEN SPOKEN I N A NORMAL CONVERSA-
TI ONAL TONE REGARDLESS OF THE USE OF AMPLI FI CATI ON DEVI CES; AND

(B) "HARD OF HEARI NG PERSON' SHALL MEAN ANY PERSON WHO  BECAUSE OF
HEARING LOSS, HAS A DIMN SHED CAPACITY TO DI SCRI M NATE SPEECH WHEN
SPOKEN | N A NORVAL CONVERSATI ONAL TONE.

(O "VISOR COWLUNI CATI ON CARD' SHALL MEAN SUCH | DENTI FI CATION AS
| SSUED BY THE DEPARTMENT WHI CH | DENTI FI ES THE DRI VER AS DEAF OR HARD OF
HEARI NG AS DEFINED IN THI S SECTI ON, AND WHI CH DETAILS THE APPROPRI ATE
PROCEDURES FOR ASSI STI NG A DEAF OR HARD OF HEARI NG DRI VER DURI NG A TRAF-
FI C STOP AS PROMULGATED BY THE DEPARTMENT PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON.

2.  ANY PERSON RESIDING IN THI S STATE, UPON REQUEST AND ACCOVPANI ED BY
A DOCTOR S STATEMENT | NDI CATI NG SUCH PERSON | S EI THER DEAF OR HARD OF
HEARI NG SHALL BE |SSUED A VI SOR COVMUNI CATI ON CARD FOR THE DEAF AND
HARD OF HEARI NG OF A DESI GN APPROVED BY THE COWM SSI ONER APPLI CATI ON
FOR SUCH VI SOR COVMUNI CATI ON CARD SHALL BE FI LED W TH THE COVWM SSI ONER
N SUCH FORM AND DETAI L AS THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL PRESCRI BE.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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3. A VI SOR COMMUNI CATI ON CARD | SSUED PURSUANT TO THI' S SECTI ON SHALL BE
| SSUED UPON THE PAYMENT OF THE REGULAR REGQ STRATION FEE PRESCRI BED BY
SECTION FOUR HUNDRED ONE OF TH S ARTI CLE, PROVI DED, HOWEVER, THAT AN
ADDI TI ONAL ANNUAL SERVI CE CHARGE OF TEN DOLLARS SHALL BE CHARGED FOR
SUCH VI SOR COVMUNI CATI ON CARD. SUCH ANNUAL SERVI CE CHARGE SHALL BE
DEPOSI TED TO THE CREDI T OF THE "NEW YORK STATE DEAF AND HARD OF HEARI NG
FUND' ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON NI NETY- SEVEN- KKKK OF THE STATE
FI NANCE LAW AND SHALL BE USED FOR PROGRAMS FOR THE DEAF AND HARD OF
HEARI NG PURSUANT TO SECTI ON NI NETY- SEVEN- KKKK OF THE STATE FI NANCE LAW
PROVI DED, HOWEVER, THAT ONE YEAR AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THI'S
SECTI ON, FUNDS I N THE AMOUNT OF FI VE THOUSAND DOLLARS, OR SO MJCH THERE-
OF AS MAY BE AVAI LABLE, SHALL BE ALLOCATED FROM SUCH FUND TO THE DEPART-
MENT TO OFFSET COSTS ASSOCI ATED W TH THE PRODUCTI ON OF SUCH VI SOR COMML-
NI CATI ON CARDS.

S 2. The state finance |law is anended by addi ng a new section 97-kkkk
to read as foll ows:

S 97- KKKK. THE NEW YORK STATE DEAF AND HARD OF HEARI NG FUND. 1. THERE
| S HEREBY ESTABLI SHED I N THE JO NT CUSTODY OF THE COWM SSI ONER OF TAXA-
TION AND FI NANCE AND THE COVMPTROLLER, A SPECI AL FUND TO BE KNOMWN AS THE
NEW YORK STATE DEAF AND HARD OF HEARI NG FUND.

2. SUCH FUND SHALL CONSI ST OF ALL REVENUES RECEIVED PURSUANT TO AN
APPROPRI ATION BY THE LEQ SLATURE, ALL MONEYS COLLECTED PURSUANT TO
SECTI ON FOUR HUNDRED FOUR- X OF THE VEHI CLE AND TRAFFI C LAW AND ALL OTHER
MONEYS APPROPRI ATED, CREDI TED OR TRANSFERRED THERETO FROM ANY OTHER FUND
OR SOURCE PURSUANT TO LAW NOTHING CONTAINED IN TH'S SECTION SHALL
PREVENT THE STATE FROM RECElIVING GRANTS, G FTS OR BEQUESTS FOR THE
PURPCSES OF THE FUND AS DEFINED IN THI S SECTI ON AND DEPGCSI TI NG THEM | NTO
THE FUND ACCORDI NG TO LAW

3. MONIES OF THE FUND SHALL BE EXPENDED ONLY FOR PROGRAMS FOR THE DEAF
AND HARD OF HEARI NG

4. MONIES SHALL BE PAYABLE FROM THE FUND ON THE AUDI T AND WARRANT OF
THE COWTROLLER ON VOUCHERS APPROVED AND CERTI FI ED BY THE COWM SSI ONER
OF MOTOR VEHI CLES.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a law. Effective inmediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regul ati on necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nmade on or
bef ore such effective date.



