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STATE OF NEW YORK

399
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
( PREFI LED)
January 5, 2011

Introduced by M of A GUNTHER, LIFTON, LUPARDO, PHEFFER -- Milti - Spon-
sored by -- M of A DESTITO -- read once and referred to the Conmt-
tee on Aging

AN ACT to anend the elder law, in relation to establishing a program to
encourage retirees to nmake their homes in New York state

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "New York certified retirement comunity act", and the program
created hereunder shall be known as the "New York Livable Integrated
El der Friendly Retirement Conmunities (New York LIFE) program”

S 2. The el der law is anmended by adding a new article 3 to read as
fol | ows:

ARTI CLE 11|
NEW YORK CERTI FI ED RETI REMENT COVMUNI TY PROGRAM
SECTI ON 310. DEFI NI Tl ONS.
311. THE NEW YORK CERTIFIED RETIREMENT COWUNITY  PROGRAM
CREATI ON.
312. LEG SLATI VE | NTENT.
313. RULES AND REGULATI ONS.
314. DESI GNATI ON.
315. NEW YORK CERTIFIED RETIREMENT COVMUNITY PROGRAM LOCAL
COW TTEES.
316. NEW YORK CERTI FI ED RETI REMENT COVMUNITY PROGRAM  ASSI ST-
ANCE.
317. REPORT.
318. ASSI STANCE OF OTHER AGENCI ES.

S 310. DEFINITIONS. AS USED IN TH S ARTI CLE:

1. "CERTIFIED RETIREMENT COWUN TY" MEANS ANY COVWUNI TY SI TE THAT
MEETS THE REQUI REMENTS OF THI S ARTI CLE AND | S THEREFORE DESI GNATED AS A

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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CERTI FI ED RETI REMENT COMMUNI TY BY THE OFFI CE. SUCH DESI GNATI ON SHALL BE
FOR A DURATI ON OF NOT MORE THAN FI VE YEARS, AND MAY BE RENEWED THEREAFT-
ER BY MAKI NG APPLI CATI ON TO SUCH DI RECTOR.

2. "COWMMUNI TY SITE' MEANS A CITY, TOM, OR VILLAGE, OR A PORTI ON THER-
EOF DESIGNATED BY SUCH CITY, TOW, OR VILLAGE, WH CH APPLIES TO BE A
CERTI FI ED RETI REVMENT COMMUNI TY.

3. "ASSESSMENT | NSTRUVENT" MEANS AN | NSTRUVMENT RECOMMVENDED BY THE
RETI REMENT COWMMUNI TY ADVI SORY COWM TTEE AND APPROVED BY THE DI RECTOR
THAT WLL ALLON A COMMUNI TY SI TE TO ASSESS WHETHER | T HAS THE FACTORS
THAT QUALIFY IT AS A CERTIFI ED RETI REMENT COMMUNI TY. SUCH ASSESSMENT
| NSTRUVENT SHALL PROVIDE A COMMUNITY SITE WTH A MEANS OF EVALUATI NG
CRITERIA | MPORTANT TO RETIREES, |INCLUDING BUT NOT LIM TED TO SUCH
FACTORS AS WHETHER THE COMMUNI TY CHARACTERI STICS ADDRESS BASI C NEEDS,
OPTIM ZE PHYSI CAL AND MENTAL HEALTH AND WELL- BEI NG MAXI M ZE | NDEPEND-
ENCE FOR THE FRAIL AND DI SABLED, AND PROMOTE SOCIAL AND CIVIC ENGAGE-
MENT, AND SUCH OTHER QUANTI TATI VE AND QUALI TATI VE FACTORS AS WLL BE
ATTRACTI VE TO RETI REES. SUCH FACTORS W LL BE MADE PUBLIC FOR THOSE
COMMUNI TY SI TES DESI GNATED AS CERTI FI ED RETI REMENT COMMUNI TI ES. SPECI FI C
FACTORS CONSI DERED MAY | NCLUDE:

(A) LOCAL TAXES AND THE EFFECT ON RETI REES WHEN COVBI NED W TH STATE
TAXES, TAX CREDI TS, AND OTHER TAX PROGRANS;

(B) HOUSI NG OPPORTUNI TIES AND COST, AND THE CONTINUUM OF HOUSI NG
OPPORTUNI TIES | NCLUDING BUT NOT LI M TED TO | NDEPENDENT AND SUBSI DI ZED
HOUSI NG, ASSI STED LI VI NG AND SHARED HOUSI NG OPPORTUNI TI ES AND | NCLUDI NG
HOUSI NG OPPORTUNI TI ES WHI CH ACCOMMODATE MOBI LI TY AND SAFETY:

(C) CLI MATE;

(D) PERSONAL SAFETY;

(E) WORK OPPORTUNI TI ES;

(F) HEALTH CARE SERVICES AND OTHER SERVI CES ALONG THE CONTI NUUM OF
SERVI CES INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMTED TO, HOVE AND COWMUNITY BASED
SERVI CES;

(G TRANSPORTATI ON, | NCLUDI NG WHETHER SUCH TRANSPORTATI ON | S ACCESSI -
BLE AND AFFORDABLE;

CONTI NUI NG EDUCATION, INCLUDING CREDIT AND NON CREDIT COURSE
OPPORTUNI TI ES AND COSTS;

(1) SPORTS AND RECREATI ON OPPORTUNI TI ES, | NCLUDI NG ACTI VE AND PASSI VE
OPPORTUNI TI ES;

(J) THE PERFORM NG ARTS, FESTIVALS, AND EVENTS;

(K) THE ABILITY OF THE SERVI CE SYSTEM TO Al D OR ENABLE PECPLE TO LIVE
COVFORTABLY AND SAFELY AT HOVE; AND

(L) SUCH OTHER FACTORS AS SHALL BE DETERM NED BY THE ADVI SORY COWM T-
TEE AND APPROVED BY THE DI RECTOR, PROVI DED THAT THE DI RECTOR, ON ADVI CE
OF THE ADVI SORY COWM TTEE, MAY MODI FY THE FACTORS LI STED IN THI'S SUBDI -
VI SION I N FAVOR OF OTHER MEASURES, CRI TERI A, AND METRI CS.

4. "RETI REMENT COMMUNI TY ADVI SORY COMM TTEE" OR "ADVI SORY COWM TTEE"
SHALL MEAN AN ADVI SORY COWMM TTEE OF FI FTEEN PERSONS WHOSE PURPOSE SHALL
BE TO REVI EW COVPLETED ASSESSMENT | NSTRUMVENTS FROM COMMUNI TY SITES AND
MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE DIRECTOR, AND TO MAKE RECOMVENDATI ONS
CONCERNI NG THE CONDUCT AND SCOPE OF THE NEW YORK CERTI FI ED RETI REMENT
COMMUNI TY PROGRAM AND FOR | MPROVI NG | TS EFFECTI VENESS, TO THE DI RECTOR.
MEMBERS OF THE ADVI SORY COWMM TTEE SHALL | NCLUDE, EX OFFI Cl O, THE FOLLOW
ING THE SECRETARY OF STATE, THE CHANCELLOR OF THE STATE UNI VERSI TY OF
NEW YORK, THE COWM SSI ONER OF EDUCATI ON, THE COWM SSI ONER OF HEALTH, THE
COWM SSI ONER OF THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, THE COWM SSIONER OF CHI LDREN
AND FAM LY SERVICES, AND THE COVM SSI ONER OF TAXATI ON AND FI NANCE. THE
GOVERNOR SHALL APPOINT AN ADDI TIONAL EIGHT PERSONS TO THE ADVI SORY
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COW TTEE, OF WHOM TWO SHALL BE ON THE RECOVMENDATI ON OF THE TEMPORARY
PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE, TWO ON THE RECOMMENDATI ON OF THE SPEAKER OF THE
ASSEMBLY, ONE ON THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE M NORITY LEADER OF THE
SENATE, AND ONE ON THE RECOVMENDATI ON OF THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE
ASSEMBLY. ALL SUCH APPO NTEES SHALL HAVE THE EXPERTISE IN THE AREA OF
RETI REMENT AND RETI REMENT COVMUNI TI ES. THE GOVERNOR SHALL DESI GNATE A
CHAI R OF THE ADVI SORY COW TTEE FROM AMONG THE MEMBERS. THE DI RECTOR
SHALL ATTEND MEETINGS BUT SHALL NOT BE A VOTI NG MEMBER. ALL EX OFFI Cl O
VEMBERS MAY DESI GNATE AN ALTERNATE, WHO SHALL HAVE THE FULL POWER TO ACT
ON BEHALF OF THE OFFI Cl AL. THE WORK OF THE COW TTEE SHALL BEG N AS SOON
AS A QUORUM | S ESTABLI SHED BY THE APPO NTMENT OF A MAJORTY OF THE
MEMBERS TO BE DESI GNATED PURSUANT TO THI S SUBDI VI SI ON, AND THE FAI LURE
OF ANY | NDI VI DUAL OR | NSTI TUTI ON TO MAKE RECOVMENDATI ONS TO THE GOVERNOR
FOR APPO NTMENT TO THE COMM TTEE SHALL NOT BE A SUFFI CIENT REASON TO
DELAY THE WORK OF THE COWM TTEE.

5. "RETIREE" MEANS A PERSON WHO | S AGED FI FTY-FI VE OR OLDER AND WHO | S
RETI RING OR | S PLANNI NG TO RETIRE FROM H' S OR HER CURRENT EMPLOYMENT.

S 311. THE NEW YORK CERTI FI ED RETI REMENT COMVUNI TY PROGRAM CREATI ON.
THE NEW YORK CERTI FI ED RETI REMENT COVMMUNI TY PROGRAM | S HEREBY CREATED
WTH N THE OFFI CE, WHERE | T SHALL BE KNOWN AND MAY BE REFERRED TO AS THE
NEW YORK LI VABLE | NTEGRATED ELDER FRI ENDLY RETI REMENT COVMUNI TI ES ( NEW
YORK LI FE) PROGRAM | TS PURPOSE SHALL BE TO PROMOTE THE COMMUNI TY SITES
CHCSEN AS CERTI FI ED RETI REMENT COVMUNI TI ES AS PREM ER RETI REMENT DESTI -
NATI ONS FOR RETI REES AND PROSPECTIVE RETIREES, AND TO ASSI ST SUCH
CITIES, TOMS, VILLAGES AND PORTI ONS THEREOF | N PROVI DI NG AND ENHANCI NG
AMENI TI ES THAT RETI REES W LL FI ND ATTRACTI VE AND | N MARKETI NG THEMSELVES
THROUGH SUCH MEANS AS JO NT STATE-LOCAL AND PRI VATE MARKETI NG EFFORTS,
TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE, NETWORKI NG OPPORTUNI TI ES AND OTHER SUPPORTS.

S 312. LEG SLATIVE | NTENT. THE LEG SLATURE HEREBY FI NDS AND DECLARES
THAT THE NEW YORK CERTI FI ED RETI REMENT COVMUNI TY PROGRAM CREATED PURSU-
ANT TO TH'S ARTICLE IN EVERY RESPECT SERVES AN APPRCPRI ATE PUBLIC
PURPOSE OF THE STATE AND ALL OF ITS CTIZENS BY PROVIDI NG ENHANCED
OPPORTUNI TI ES FOR QUALITY OF LI FE FOR SENI ORS AND RETI REES, EXPANSI ON OF
COMVUNI TY AND ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNI TIES, AND AS A MEANS OF
ENRI CHI NG THE MANY DI VERSE COVMMUNI TI ES OF THI S STATE.

S 313. RULES AND REGULATI ONS. THE DI RECTOR SHALL ADOPT RULES AND REGU-
LATI ONS ESTABLI SHHNG THE MANNER BY VWHCH A COWUNTY SITE MAY BE
I NI TI ALLY DESI GNATED AND SUBSEQUENTLY RETAIN OR RENEW I TS STATUS AS A
CERTI FI ED RETI REMENT COVMUNI TY. | N ADOPTI NG SUCH RULES AND REGULATI ONS,
THE DI RECTOR SHALL CONSULT W TH THE ADVI SORY COWM TTEE.

S 314. DESIGNATION. 1. IN ORDER TO BE DESI GNATED AS A CERTI FI ED
RETI REMENT PROGRAM PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON, THE GOVERNING BCODY OF A
CaTY, TOM OR VILLAGE WVHICH IS OR VWH CH CONTAINS A COWUNI TY SI TE SHALL
SUBM T AN APPLI CATION TO THE DI RECTOR UPON A FORM ESTABLI SHED BY THE
DI RECTOR AND ACCOVPANI ED BY A RESOLUTI ON OF SUCH BODY STATI NG | TS DESI RE
FOR THE COMVUNI TY SI TE TO BE DESI GNATED AS A CERTI FI ED RETI REMENT COVMJ-
NI TY, ALONG WTH THE COVPLETED ASSESSMENT | NSTRUMENT AND AT THE OPTI ON
OF SUCH GOVERNI NG BODY OR | F REQUI RED BY THE DI RECTOR, ANY ADDI TI ONAL
SUPPCRTI NG DATA THAT SHALL FURTHER EXPLI CATE THE ABI LI TY OF THE COMMUNI -
TY TO MEET THE PURPOSES AND GOALS OF THE PROGRAM I N THE CASE COF A
COMUNITY SITE WVHICH | S LOCATED WTHI N A VILLAGE AND A TOA, ONLY THE
VI LLAGE NEED SUBM T THE APPLI CATI ON AND PROVI DE THE RESOLUTI ON, AND I N
THE CASE OF A COMMUNI TY SI TE LOCATED | N MORE THAN ONE ADJACENT MJNI Cl -
PALI TY, ALL SUCH ADJACENT VI LLAGES OR TOMNS SHALL SUBM T THE APPLI CATI ON
AND RESCOLUTI ONS.
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2. THE ADVISORY COW TTEE SHALL REVIEW THE APPLI CATION AND ALL
SUPPCRTI NG MATERI ALS AND SHALL ADVI SE THE DI RECTOR AS TO WHETHER THE
COMUNI TY SITE MEETS THE REQUI REMENTS OF BECOM NG A NEW YORK CERTI FI ED
RETI REMENT COVMUNI TY PROGRAM BY MEETI NG OR EXCEEDI NG EACH METRIC OF THE
REQUI RED CRI TERI A ON THE ASSESSMENT | NSTRUMENT.

3. | F THE ADVI SORY COW TTEE ADVI SES THE DI RECTOR THAT THE COVMUNI TY
SI TE MEETS THE REQUI REMENTS, THEN THE DI RECTOR SHALL TELL THE COVWMUN TY
SI TE SPONSORS AND MUNI CI PALI TIES I N WRI TI NG THAT I T MAY ADVERTI SE | TSELF
AS A NEW YORK CERTI FI ED RETI REMENT COVMUNI TY PROGRAM AND W LL BE ELI G -
BLE FOR SUPPCRT, ADVICE, AND HELP PURSUANT TO THE NEW YORK CERTI FI ED
RETI REMENT COVMUNI TY PROGRAM

4. |F THE ADVI SORY COW TTEE ADVI CES THE DI RECTOR THAT THE COVWMUN TY
SITE DOES NOI' MEET THE REQUI REMENTS OF TH S ARTI CLE, THEN THE DI RECTOR
SHALL NOTI FY THE COVMUNI TY SI TE SPONSORS AND MUNI Cl PALI TIES IN WRITI NG
OF THE DEFICIENCIES IN I TS APPLI CATI ON. THE DI RECTOR SHALL DESCRI BE THE
DEFI Cl ENCI ES AND SUGGEST A MEANS OF ADDRESSI NG THEM

S 315. NEW YORK CERTI FI ED RETI REMENT COVMUNI TY PROGRAM LOCAL COW T-
TEES. UPON DESI GNATI ON AS A CERTI FI ED RETI REMENT COVMUNI TY, THE COVMJ-
NI TY SITE SHALL ESTABLI SH A RETI REMENT COMMUNI TY STEERI NG COW TTEE AND
NOT' LESS THAN FOUR SUBCOWM TTEES AS FOLLOWE:

1. A "COVWUN TY AVENI TI ES SUBCOW TTEE" WH CH SHALL DEVELOP A PORTFG
LI O CONTAI NI NG AN UNBI ASED | NVENTORY OF COMVUNITY AMENITIES AS SHALL
FURTHER BE DEFI NED BY THE DI RECTOR;

2. A "COVMUNI TY RELATI ONS/ FUNDRAI SI NG SUBCOW TTEE" WHI CH SHALL RAI SE
FUNDS REQUI RED TO CONDUCT THE PROGRAM ORGANI ZE SPECI AL EVENTS, AND
PROMOTE AND COCRDI NATE THE PROGRAM W TH LOCAL ENTI Tl ES;

3. A "MARKETING AND PROMOTI ON SUBCOW TTEE" WH CH SHALL DEVELOP A
MARKETI NG PLAN, AND COORDI NATE ADVERTI SI NG AND PUBLI C RELATI ONS; AND

4. AN " AVBASSADORS SUBCOW TTEE" WH CH SHALL CONTACT W TH PROSPECTI VE
RETI REES, RESPOND TO | NQUI RI ES FROM SUCH PROSPECTS, LOG CONTACTS MADE,
PROVI DE TOURS AND | NVI TE PROSPECTS TO SPECI AL COVWUNI TY EVENTS.

S 316. NEW YORK CERTI FI ED RETI REMENT COVMUNI TY PROGRAM ASSI STANCE. 1.
THE DI RECTOR SHALL, W THI N FUNDS APPROPRI ATED TO THE NEW YORK CERTI FI ED
RETI REMENT COWMUNI TY PROGRAM  PROVI DE  ONGO NG ASSI STANCE TO NEW YORK
CERTI FI ED RETI REMENT COVMUNI TY PROGRAMS, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIM TED TO

(A) TRAI NING OF LOCAL STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS;

(B) OVERSI GAT AND GUI DANCE I N MARKETING ~ AND UPDATI NG ON NATI ONAL
RETI REMENT TRENDS;

(© PROMOTI NG THE COMMUNI TY THROUGH | NCLUSI ON I N THE STATE' S NATI ONAL
ADVERTI SI NG AND PUBLI C RELATI ONS CAMPAI GNS, TRAVEL SHOW PROMOTI ONS  AND
ON APPROPRI ATE STATE | NTERNET WVEBSI TES; AND

(D) FI NANCI AL ASSI STANCE FOR BROCHURES, SUPPORT MATERI AL AND ADVERTI S-
I NG

2. AS APPROPRI ATE, THE DI RECTOR SHALL SEEK THE HELP OF THE ADVI SORY
COMW TTEE, OR MEMBERS THEREOF, | N HELPI NG TO PROMOTE AND MARKET NEW YORK
CERTI FI ED RETI REMENT COVMUNI TY PROGRAMS. EACH | NDI VI DUAL MEMBER OF THE
COMW TTEE | S HEREBY AUTHCORI ZED TO PROVI DE ANY SUCH ASSI STANCE REQUESTED.

S 317. REPORT. THE DI RECTOR SHALL PROVI DE AN ANNUAL REPORT TO THE
GOVERNOR AND THE LEQ SLATURE ON THE DESI GNATI ON AND STATUS OF CERTI FI ED
RETI REMENT COVMUNI TI ES W THI N THE STATE, AND THEI R SUCCESS | N ATTRACTI NG
AND RETAINING RETIREES AND | N CREATI NG NEW YORK CERTI FI ED RETI REMENT
COMVUNI TI ES DESTI NATION  COVMUNI TI ES.  SUCH REPORT SHALL | NCLUDE ANY
RECOMMVENDATI ONS BY THE DI RECTOR FOR | MPROVI NG OR CHANG NG THE PROGRAM

S 318. ASSI STANCE OF OTHER AGENCI ES. THE DI RECTOR MAY SEEK AND SHALL
BE ENTI TLED TO RECEI VE FROM OTHER STATE AGENCI ES SUCH ASSI STANCE AS NAY
BE REQUI RED TO PERFORM SUCH DI RECTOR S DUTI ES PURSUANT TO THI S ARTI CLE.
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S 3. This act shall take effect on the first of April of the cal endar
year next succeeding the year in which it shall have becone a |aw,
provided that the director of the office for the aging shall inplenent
any rules and regul ati ons and may produce any docunents or guidelines
necessary to inplenent the programcreated by this act prior to such
dat e.



