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STATE OF NEW YORK

3746
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 27, 2011

Introduced by M of A ENGEBRICGHT -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Agi ng

AN ACT to anend the real property tax law, in relation to establishing a
tax abatenment for residential real property owned by a person who is
sixty-five years old or older and who participates in a vol unteer
program

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The real property tax lawis anmended by adding a new
section 467-g to read as foll ows:

S 467-G TAX ABATEMENT PROGRAM FOR THE PERFORMANCE OF VOLUNTEER
SERVI CES BY PERSONS SI XTY-FI VE YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER. 1. FOR PURPOSES OF
THI'S SECTION, THE TERMS "GOVERNI NG BOARD' AND "MUNI Cl PAL CORPCORATI ON'
SHALL HAVE THE SAME MEANI NGS AS SET FORTH I N SECTI ON TWDO OF THE GENERAL
MUNI Cl PAL LAW

2. THE GOVERNI NG BODY OF ANY MUNI Cl PAL CORPORATI ON | S HEREBY AUTHOR-
| ZED AND EMPOAERED TO ADOPT, AFTER PUBLI C HEARING, A LOCAL LAW ORD -
NANCE OR RESCLUTI ON PROVI DI NG FOR THE ABATEMENT OF TAXES ON REAL PROPER-
TY IN WH CH THE OMNER OR ONE OF THE OANERS | S SI XTY- FI VE YEARS OF ACGE OR
OLDER AND |S PERFORM NG VOLUNTEER SERVICES |IN ACCORDANCE W TH THE
PROVI SI ONS OF THI' S SECTI ON.

3. NO ABATEMENT SHALL BE GRANTED UNLESS:

(A) THE REAL PROPERTY IS THE LEGAL RESIDENCE O AND IS OCCUPIED IN
VHOLE OR I N PART BY THE OMNER OR OMNERS OF THE PROPERTY; AND

(B) THE |INCOVE OF THE OANER OR THE COVBI NED | NCOVE OF THE ONNERS OF
THE PROPERTY FOR THE | NCOVE TAX YEAR | MVEDI ATELY PRECEDI NG THE DATE OF
MAKI NG APPLI CATION FOR THE ABATEMENT DOES NOT EXCEED THE MEDI AN | NCOVE
FOR THE COUNTY I N WH CH THE PROPERTY | S OMNED; PROVI DED, HOWEVER, THAT
FOR MUNI Cl PAL CORPORATI ONS W TH A POPULATI ON OF ONE M LLI ON OR MORE, THE
INCOVE OF THE OWMER OR THE COMBI NED | NCOVE OF THE OWNERS OF THE REAL
PROPERTY FOR THE TAX YEAR | MVEDI ATELY PRECEDING THE DATE OF MAKING

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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APPLI CATION FOR THE ABATEMENT SHALL NOT EXCEED THE | NCOVE LI M TATI ONS
FOR EXEMPTI ON GRANTED TO PERSONS S| XTY- FI VE YEARS OF AGE OR OVER PURSU-
ANT TO SECTI ON FOUR HUNDRED S| XTY- SEVEN OF THI S TI TLE.

4. NOTHING IN TH'S SECTION SHALL PRECLUDE | NDI VI DUALS W TH H GHER
I NCOVES FROM VOLUNTEERI NG IN ACTIMITIES AS DESCRIBED IN SuUBD VI SI ON
EIGAT OF TH' S SECTIQON, BUT SUCH I NDI VI DUALS SHALL NOT BE ELI G BLE FOR
THE TAX ABATEMENT PROGRAM UNDER THI S SECTI ON.

5. THE MUNI Cl PAL CORPORATI ON SHALL DEVELOP AN APPLI CATI ON PROCESS FOR
PERSONS W SHI NG TO PROVI DE VOLUNTEER SERVI CES PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON,
PROVI DED THAT A PREFERENCE SHALL BE G VEN TO THOSE APPLI CANTS WHO SPEND
AT LEAST SEVEN AND ONE- HALF PERCENT OF THEI R | NCOVE FOR THE PAYMENT OF
REAL PROPERTY TAXES.

6. THE MUNI Cl PAL CORPORATI ON SHALL APPO NT A PROGRAM COORDI NATOR TO
| MPLEMENT AND ADM NI STER THE TAX ABATEMENT PROGRAM UNDER THI S SECTI ON.
THE PROGRAM COORDI NATOR SHALL SEEK THE ASSI STANCE OF THE ADVI SORY
COMW TTEE ESTABLI SHED UNDER SUBDIVISION SEVEN OF THIS SECTION IN
PERFORM NG H' S OR HER OFFI CI AL DUTI ES.

7. THE MUNI Cl PAL CORPORATI ON SHALL APPO NT AN ADVI SORY COW TTEE TO
ADVI SE THE PROGRAM COORDI NATOR AND THE MUNI Cl PAL CORPCORATI ON I N THE
DEVELOPMENT, | MPLEMENTATI ON AND ADM NI STRATION OF THE TAX ABATEMENT
PROGRAM UNDER THI' S SECTI ON. THE ADVI SORY COWMM TTEE SHALL CONSI ST OF AT
LEAST FOUR MEMBERS. FIFTY PERCENT OF THE MEMBERS OF THE ADVI SORY COW T-
TEE SHALL BE REPRESENTATI VES OF GOVERNMENT ENTI TI ES AND FI FTY PERCENT OF
THE MEMBERS OF THE ADVI SORY COW TTEE SHALL BE MEMBERS OF PRIVATE OR
NOT- FOR- PROFI T ORGANI ZATI ONS OR CI VI C ASSOCI ATI ONS.  THE ADVI SORY COW T-
TEE SHALL Dl SSOLVE ONE YEAR AFTER THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF SUCH PROGRAM
THE MEMBERS OF THE ADVI SORY COWM TTEE SHALL SERVE W THOUT A SALARY, BUT
EACH MEMBER SHALL BE ENTI TLED TO REI MBURSEMENT FOR HI S OR HER ACTUAL AND
NECESSARY EXPENSES | NCURRED | N THE PERFORVANCE OF H' S OR HER OFFI Cl AL
DUTI ES.

8. THE MUNI Cl PAL CORPORATI ON AFTER RECEI VI NG RECOMMVENDATI ONS FROM  THE
ADVI SCRY COWM TTEE ESTABLI SHED UNDER SUBDI VI SI ON SEVEN OF THI S SECTI ON
SHALL ESTABLI SH SUI TABLE VOLUNTEER ACTI VI TIES FOR THE PERSONS SELECTED
TO PARTI Cl PATE | N THE TAX ABATEMENT PROGRAM UNDER THI S SECTI ON WHI CH MAY
| NCLUDE:

(A) PARTICI PATION I N ANY OF THE PROGRAMS AND SERVI CES ADM NI STERED BY
A NOT- FOR- PROFI T, PRI VATE, OR CIVIC ENTITY OPERATI NG UNDER THE AUSPI CES
OF THE STATE OFFICE FOR THE AG NG AND | TS DESI GNATED AREA AGENCI ES ON
AG NG

(B) PARTI ClI PATION | N COMWUNI TY SPONSORED AFTER SCHOCL, WEEKEND AND
SUMVER PROGRAMS THAT ARE NOT PROVI DED BY EMPLOYEES OF THE SCHOOL; AND

(© ANY OTHER ACTIVITY THAT IS APPROVED BY THE MUNI Cl PAL CORPORATI ON
AS A SUl TABLE VOLUNTEER ACTI VI TY PROVI DED THAT SUCH VOLUNTEER ACTIVITY
SHALL NOT | NCLUDE ANY DUTI ES, SERVI CES OR ACTI VI TI ES NORVALLY PERFORMED
BY EMPLOYEES OF THE STATE, MJUNI Cl PAL CORPORATI ONS OR SCHOOL DI STRI CTS.

9. THE MUNI CI PAL CORPORATI ON, AFTER RECEI VI NG RECOMVENDATI ONS FROM THE
ADVI SCRY COW TTEE, SHALL ESTABLI SH PROCEDURES TO BE USED BY ORGANI ZA-
TI ONS OFFERI NG VOLUNTEER PLACEMENTS SO THAT SUCH ORGANI ZATI ONS NMAY TRAI'N
VOLUNTEERS, MONI TOR AND ENSURE PARTI CI PATI ON | N THE ASSI GNED VOLUNTEER
ACTIVITIES, AND PROVI DE A MECHANI SM FOR CERTI FI CATION  THAT VOLUNTEER
HOURS WERE COVWPLETED. PRIOR TO ASSIGNING ANY PERSON TO PERFORM ANY
VOLUNTEER ACTIVITY, THE ORGANI ZATI ON ACCEPTI NG VOLUNTEERS SHALL PROVI DE
SUCH PERSON W TH ANY AND ALL TRAI NI NG THAT | S NECESSARY FOR THE PERFORM
ANCE OF SUCH VOLUNTEER ACTIVITY.

10. THE MJUNI Cl PAL CORPORATI ON SHALL DETERM NE THE NUMBER OF PARTI C-
| PANTS TO BE ELI A BLE FOR THE TAX ABATEMENT PROGRAM UNDER THI 'S  SECTI ON.
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EACH PARTI Cl PANT NMAY BE ASSI GNED UP TO SEVENTY- FI VE HOURS OF VOLUNTEER
SERVI CES PER YEAR, PROVI DED HOWAEVER, THAT THE ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT
AWARDED TO EACH PARTICI PANT SHALL NOT EXCEED SEVEN HUNDRED FI FTY
DOLLARS. EACH HOUR ASSIGNED PER VOLUNTEER MUST BE DOCUMENTED BY THE
ORGANI ZATI ON ACCEPTI NG VOLUNTEERS AND SI GNED BY A SUPERVI SOR AND EACH
HOUR OF VOLUNTEER SERVICE SHALL BE EQUI VALENT TO AN ABATEMENT OF TEN
DOLLARS. UNDER NO Cl RCUMSTANCES SHALL VOLUNTEERS BE USED TO

(A) REPLACE ANY EXI STI NG PAID EMPLOYEES WTHIN THE MJUNI Cl PAL CORPO
RATION, THE SCHOOL DISTRICT, A NOT-FOR-PROFIT ORGANI ZATION OR CIvVIC
ASSCCI ATI ON | N SUCH PROGRAM OR

(B) PROVI DE ANY DUTI ES, SERVI CES OR ACTI VI TI ES PROVI DED BY THE STATE,
A MUNI Cl PAL CORPORATI ON OR A SCHOOL DI STRI CT.

11. UNDER NO Cl RCUMSTANCES SHALL THE TAX ABATEMENT GRANTED PURSUANT TO
THI'S SECTI ON EXCEED THE TOTAL ASSESSED VALUE OF THE REAL PROPERTY WHEN
SUCH ABATEMENT |'S ADDED TO ALL OTHER EXEMPTI ONS AND ABATEMENTS THE PROP-
ERTY OMNER OR OMNERS ARE ENTI TLED TO PURSUANT TO ANY PROVI SI ON OF LAW

12. NO PERSON SHALL BE ELI G BLE FOR A TAX ABATEMENT PURSUANT TO THI'S
SECTI ON UNLESS HE OR SHE HAS PARTI Cl PATED | N VOLUNTEER ACTI VI TI ES FOR AT
LEAST SI X MONTHS PRI OR TO THE DATE WHEN REAL PROPERTY TAXES ARE DUE.

S 2. The real property tax lawis anmended by addi ng a new section
1306-c to read as foll ows:

S 1306-C. EFFECT OF TAX ABATEMENT FOR THE PERFORMANCE OF VOLUNTEER
SERVI CES BY PERSONS SI XTY-FI VE YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER. 1. LEVY OF TAXES;
DETERM NATI ON OF TAXES DUE. THE TAX RATE ON REAL PROPERTY FOR ANY TAXA-
BLE YEAR SHALL BE DETERM NED AS |F NO PARCELS WERE SUBJECT TO A TAX
ABATEMENT UNDER SECTI ON FOUR HUNDRED SI XTY-SEVENG OF TH S CHAPTER
HONEVER, THE TAX RATE SO DETERM NED SHALL BE APPLI ED TO THE TAXABLE
ASSESSED VALUE OF EACH PARCEL AFTER ACCOUNTING FOR ALL APPLI CABLE
EXEMPTI ONS, | NCLUDING THE TAX ABATEMENT AUTHORI ZED BY SECTI ON FOUR
HUNDRED Sl XTY- SEVEN- G OF THI S CHAPTER

2. TAX SAVINGS. THE TAX SAVI NGS FOR EACH PARCEL RECEIVING THE TAX
ABATEMENT AUTHORI ZED BY SECTI ON FOUR HUNDRED SI XTY- SEVEN-G OF THI S CHAP-
TER SHALL BE COVPUTED BY SUBTRACTI NG THE AMOUNT ACTUALLY LEVI ED AGAI NST
THE PARCEL FROM THE AMOUNT THAT WOULD HAVE BEEN LEVIED IF NOT FOR THE
TAX ABATEMENT. A STATEMENT SHALL THEN BE PLACED ON THE TAX BILL FOR THE
PARCEL | N SUBSTANTI ALLY THE FOLLON NG FORM "YOUR TAX SAVINGS THI S YEAR
RESULTI NG FROM THE TAX ABATEMENT ON REAL PROPERTY FOR THE PERFORMANCE OF
VOLUNTEER SERVICES IS $___ . "

S 3. This act shall take effect immediately.



