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STATE OF NEW YORK

3738
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 27, 2011

Introduced by M of A CAMARA, CASTRO, ROBINSON -- read once and
referred to the Commttee on Housing

AN ACT to anend the private housing finance law and the retirenent and
social security law, in relation to authorizing the use of public
retirement or pension funds for the purpose of establishing pernanent
af fordabl e housing; and establishing a pernmanent affordabl e housing
advi sory board

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legi slative findings and declarations. The | egislature
finds and determines that there continues to exist in the state a seri-
ously inadequate supply of safe and sanitary dwelling acconmodati ons for
persons of |ow income. This condition is contrary to the public interest
and threatens the health, safety, welfare, confort and security of the
peopl e of the state.

The legislature further finds and declares that many honel ess famlies
live in overcrowded and often dil apidated welfare hotels; that tenporary
housi ng i s expensive and yet offers only mniml services; and that the
state nmust continue to develop cost effective alternatives to tenporary
housi ng, ultinmately permanent housing is the only real answer to the
housi ng cri sis.

The legislature further finds and reveals that the ordinary operations
of private enterprise cannot provide an adequate supply of safe and
sanitary dwelling accommobdati ons rentals which famlies and persons of
low incone can afford. The legislature therefore finds that the state
shoul d dedicate a portion of the New York state pension funds to create
a sinking bond for the creation of permanent affordable housing for
famlies and persons who are honel ess, at risk of being honel ess, and/or
| ow i ncome fam |lies and persons. To pronote business in the state of New
York, it shall be the intent of the legislature to encourage snall busi-
nesses to participate in the rehabilitation and construction of dwell-
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ings to provide permanent affordable housing throughout the state of New
Yor k.

S 2. Subdivision 7 of section 45-a of the private housing finance | aw
i s amended by addi ng a new paragraph (i) to read as foll ows:

(1) I'NVEST ANY FUNDS OF THE CORPORATI ON | N PRQIECTS WHI CH PROVI DE FOR
THE REHABI LI TATION OF EXISTING DWELLINGS OR THE CONSTRUCTI ON OF NEW
DVWELLI NGS WHI CH ARE TO BE USED FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVI DI NG PERVANENT
AFFORDABLE HOUSI NG

S 3. Section 177 of the retirenment and social security |aw is anmended
by addi ng a new subdivision 9-a to read as foll ows:

9-A. BONDS | SSUED BY THE NEW YORK STATE HOUSI NG FI NANCE AGENCY FOR THE
REHABI LI TATI ON OF EXI STI NG DVWELLI NGS OR THE CONSTRUCTI ON OF NEW DWELL-
I NGS WHI CH ARE TO BE USED FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVI DI NG PERVMANENT AFFORD-
ABLE HOUSI NG

S 4. (a) There is hereby established a pernanent affordabl e housing
advi sory board which shall identify and evaluate the state's housing
needs and provide for an increase in the supply of decent, safe and
af f or dabl e pernmanent housi ng. The permanent affordable housing advisory
board shall <consist of seven nenbers, to be appointed as foll ows: one
menber shall be appointed by the governor; one nenber shall be appointed
by the tenporary president of the senate; one nenber shall be appointed
by the speaker of the assenbly; one nenber shall be appointed by the
chai rman of the senate finance comm ttee; one nmenber shall be appointed
by the <chairman of the assenbly ways and neans conmittee; one nenber
shall be appointed by the conptroller; and one nenber shall be appointed
by the New York state housing finance agency.

(b) Any representative so designated shall have the power to attend
and to vote at any neeting of such board fromwhich the nenber is absent
with the sane force and effect as if the nmenber designating himor her
were present and voting. Such designation shall be by witten notice
filed with the nmenbers. The designation of such person shall continue
until revoked at any tinme by the nenbers. Notwi thstanding any inconsi st -
ent provisions of law, no officer or enployee of the state shall be
deened to have forfeited or shall forfeit his or her office or enploy-
ment by reason of acceptance of menbership on the board established by
this section.

(c) In carrying out its duties wunder this section the pernanent
af f ordabl e housi ng board nay request the assistance of appropriate city
and state agencies, public benefit corporations and public authorities.
The af oresai d agencies, public benefits corporations and public authori-
ties are authorized to provide such assistance within their respective
functions as the permanent affordabl e housing board nay require.

(d) No officer or nenber of the advisory board shall receive any addi -
ti onal conpensati on, either direct or indirect, other than the
rei mbursenent for actual and necessary expenses incurred in the perform
ance of his or her duties, by reason of his or her serving as a nenber.

(e) The pernmanent affordabl e housing advisory board shall establish
nmeasures and procedures to secure neani ngful participation and identify
those contracts and itens of work for which mnority and wonen-owned
busi ness enterprises nay best bid to actively and affirmatively pronote
and assist their participation in the construction programfor afforda-
bl e housi ng dwellings created pursuant to the provisions of this act.

(f) The board established by this section shall establish neasures and
procedures by which an economcally viable tenant m xture is assured.

S 5 (a) (1) Inthe award of contracts for the design, construction,
reconstruction, rehabilitation or inprovenent of affordable housing
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dwel I'i ngs pursuant to this act, mnority and wonen-owned busi ness enter-
prises shall be given the opportunity for meaningful participation. The
per manent affordabl e housing advisory board established pursuant to
section four of this act shall establish nmeasures and procedures to
secure meani ngful participation and identify those contracts and itens
of work for which mnority and wonmen-owned busi ness enterprises may best
bid to actively and affirmatively pronote and assist their participation
in the construction programfor affordable housing dwellings, so as to
facilitate the award of a fair share of contracts to such enterprises;
provi ded, however, that nothing in this act shall be construed to limt
the ability of the permanent affordable housing advisory board to assure
that qualified mnority and wonen-owned business enterprlses may partic-
i pate in the program For purposes of this section, "mnority business
enterprise"” shall nean any business enterprise which is at |east fifty-
one per centum owned by, or in the case of a publicly owned business, at
| east fifty-one per centum of the stock of which is owned by citizens or
per manent resident aliens who are Black, Hispanic, Asian or Anmerican
I ndi an, and such ownership interest is real, substantial and conti nuing;
and "wonen-owned busi ness enterprise” shall nmean any business enterprise
which is at |least fifty-one per centumowned by, or in the case of a
publicly owned business, at least fifty-one per centumof the stock of
which 1is owned by citizens or permanent resident aliens who are wonen,
and such ownership interest is real, substantial and conti nuing.

The provisions of this paragraph shall not be construed to limt the
ability of any mnority business enterprise to bid on any contract.

(2) In the inplenmentation of this section, the contracting agency
shal | consi der conpliance by any contractor with the requirenents of any
federal, state, or local |aw concerning mnority and wonen-owned busi -
ness enterprises, which nay effectuate the requirenments of this section.
If the contracting agency determ nes that by virtue of the inposition of
the requirements of any such law, in respect to capital project
contracts, the provisions thereof duplicate or conflict with such |aw,
the contracting agency nay waive the applicability of this section to
the extent of such duplication or conflict.

(3) Nothing in this section shall be deened to require that overal
state and federal requirenents for participation of mnority and wonen-
owned busi ness enterprises in prograns authorized under this act be
applied wthout regard to |ocal circunstances to all projects or in al
conmuni ties.

(b) I'n order to inplenment the requirenents and objectives of this
section, the permanent affordabl e housing advisory board shall establish
procedures to nonitor the contractors' conpliance with the provisions of
this section, provide assistance in obtaining conpeting qualified mnor-
ity and wonen-owned business enterprises to performcontracts proposed
to be awarded, and take other appropriate nmeasures to inprove the access
of mnority and wonen- owned busi ness enterprises to these contracts.

S 6. This act shall take effect immediately.



