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Introduced by M of A P. RIVERA, AUBRY, LUPARDO, TITUS, LIFTON, ROBI N
SON, VEI SENBERG, N. RIVERA, M LLMAN, PEOPLES-STOKES, SCHRCEDER --
Mul ti-Sponsored by -- M of A BRENNAN, COOK, GOTTFRI ED, GUNTHER
HEASTI E, LAVI NE, PHEFFER, J. RIVERA -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Mental Health

AN ACT to anmend the nental hygiene law, in relation to establishing the
division of mnority nental health within the office of nental health,
and providing for its powers and duties

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The |l|egislature hereby finds that
racial and ethnic mnorities in Anerica conprise a substantial and
vi brant segnment of the United States popul ation. According to the 2000
United States Census, minorities conprised the majority of the New York
City population. Further, the legislature finds that nearly half of al
New York City househol ds speak a | anguage other than English at hone,
and that the "enornous shortage of trained bilingual and bicultura
counsel ors, therapists, psychiatrists and social workers, nmake it inpos-
sible, for many Iimted-English-proficient New Yorkers to obtain refer-
rals and tinely, appropriate nental health services" (New York State
Assenbly Standing Commttee on Mental Health report, AN EVALUATION OF
THE DELIVERY OF MENTAL HYGQ ENE SERVICES | N NEW YORK STATE, February
2005). Moreover, the legislature finds that the President's New Freedom
Comm ssion on Mental Health also found that the nental health systemin
the United States "has not kept pace with the diverse needs of racia
and ethnic mnorities. M sunder st andi ng and m sinterpreting behaviors
have led to tragic consequences, including inappropriately placing
mnorities in the crimnal and juvenile justice systens." Consequently,
the legislature finds that a division of mnority nental health should
be created to address the unique nental health needs of the racial and
ethnic mnority citizens of the state.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 2. Short title. This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the
"mnority nental health act".

S 3. The nental hygiene |law is anmended by adding a new article 8 to
read as foll ows:

ARTI CLE 8
DI VISION OF M NORI TY MENTAL
HEALTH

SECTI ON 8. 01 DECLARATI ON OF PQOLI CY.
8. 03 DEFI NI TI ONS.
8.05 DIVISION OF M NORI TY MENTAL HEALTH.
8. 07 SCOPE OF RESPONSI BI LI TI ES.
8.09 M NORITY MENTAL HEALTH COUNCI L.

S 8. 01 DECLARATI ON OF PQLI CY.

THE STATE OF NEW YORK AND | TS LOCAL GOVERNMENTS HAVE A RESPONSI Bl LI TY
TO CARE FOR AND TREAT ALL OF I TS C TI ZENS SUFFERI NG FROM MENTAL DI SABI L-
ITIES. TO ADDRESS THE GRON NG AND SI GNI FI CANT DI SCONNECT BETWEEN THE
MENTAL HEALTH CARE NEEDS, AND THE AVAILABILITY AND ACCESSIBILITY OF
CULTURALLY AND LI NGUI STI CALLY COMPETENT CARE FOR ALL NEW YORKERS, A NEW
DIVISION OF M NORITY MENTAL HEALTH IS CREATED. THE DI VI SI ON SHALL FOCUS
ON ASSESSI NG THE MENTAL HEALTH NEEDS OF RACI AL AND ETHNI C M NORI TY POPU-
LATIONS AND STRIVE TO BEST ENSURE THAT APPROPRI ATE CARE | S PROVI DED TO
THESE | NDI VI DUALS.

S 8. 03 DEFI NI TI ONS.

AS USED IN THI S ARTI CLE:

(A) "COUNCI L" MEANS THE M NORI TY MENTAL HEALTH COUNCI L ESTABLI SHED BY
SECTI ON 8. 09 OF TH S ARTI CLE.

(B) "DIVISION' MEANS THE DIVISION OF M NCRI TY HEALTH ESTABLI SHED BY
SECTI ON 8. 05 OF TH S ARTI CLE.

S 8.05 DDVISION OF M NORI TY MENTAL HEALTH.

THERE | S HEREBY ESTABLI SHED, W THI N THE OFFI CE, A DI VI SION OF M NORI TY
MENTAL HEALTH. THE DI VI SION SHALL ASSI ST THE OFFI CE AND THE COW SSI ONER
I N CARRYI NG QUT THEI R POAERS AND DUTI ES RELATING TO THE PROVISION OF
MENTAL HEALTH SERVI CES TO RACI AL AND ETHNI C M NORI Tl ES.

S 8. 07 SCOPE OF RESPONSI BI LI Tl ES.

THE DI VI SI ON SHALL:

(A) BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ASSURING THAT MENTAL HEALTH PROGRAMS AND
SERVI CES ARE CULTURALLY AND LI NGUJI STI CALLY APPROPRI ATE TO MEET THE NEEDS
OF RACI AL AND ETHNI C M NCORI Tl ES;

(B) SERVE AS LI Al SON AND ADVOCATE FOR THE OFFICE ON M NORITY MENTAL
HEALTH MATTERS. TH'S FUNCTI ON SHALL | NCLUDE THE PROVI SI ON OF STAFF
SUPPCRT TO THE COUNCI L AND THE ESTABLI SHVENT OF APPROPRI ATE PROGRAM
LI NKAGE W TH RELATED FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL AGENCI ES AND PROGRAMS;

(©) ASSI ST PROFESSI ONAL SCHOOLS AND STATE AGENCI ES TO DEVELOP COVPRE-
HENSI VE PROGRAMS TO | MPROVE THE SUPPLY OF M NCRI TY MENTAL HEALTH PERSON-
NEL BY PROMOTI NG M NORI TY MENTAL HEALTH CLI NI CAL TRAI NI NG AND CURRI CULUM
| MPROVEMENT, AND DI SSEM NATI NG M NCRI TY MENTAL HEALTH CAREER | NFORVATI ON
TO H GH SCHOOL AND CCOLLEGE STUDENTS; AND

(D) REVIEW THE | MPACT OF PROGRAMS, REGULATI ONS AND MENTAL HEALTH CARE
REI MBURSEMENT PCLICIES ON M NORITY MENTAL HEALTH SERVI CE DELI VERY AND
ACCESS.

S 8.09 M NORITY MENTAL HEALTH COUNCI L.

(A) THERE | S HEREBY ESTABLISHED, WTH N THE DI VISION, A MNORITY
MENTAL HEALTH COUNCIL TO CONSIST OF THE COW SSI ONER AND FOURTEEN
APPO NTED MEMBERS. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL SERVE AS THE CHAIR OF THE
COUNCI L. THE APPO NTED MEMBERSHI P OF THE COUNCI L SHALL HAVE RELEVANT
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EXPERI ENCE RELATED TO THE PROVI SI ON OR RECEI PT OF M NORI TY SERVI CES AND
SHALL BE REFLECTIVE OF THE DI VERSI TY OF THE STATE' S POPULATI ON | NCLUD-
NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO, THE VARI OQUS M NORI TY POPULATI ONS THROUGHOUT THE
STATE. THE MEMBERS SHALL BE APPO NTED AS FOLLOWS:

1. FOUR MEMBERS SHALL BE APPQO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR;

2. FOUR MEMBERS SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE
SENATE;

3. FOUR MEMBERS SHALL BE APPQO NTED BY THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY;

4. ONE MEMBER SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE SENATE;
AND

5. ONE MEMBER SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE ASSEM
BLY.

(B) THE APPO NTED MEMBERS OF THE COUNCI L SHALL EACH SERVE A TERM OF
TWO YEARS, BUT SHALL CONTINUE TO SERVE IN OFFI CE UNTIL THEIR SUCCESSORS
ARE APPO NTED. ALL VACANCIES I N THE MEMBERSHI P OF THE COUNCI L SHALL BE
FI LLED FOR THE UNEXPI RED TERM W THI N SI X MONTHS OF THE DATE THE VACANCY
OCCURS. VACANCIES SHALL BE FILLED IN THE SAME MANNER AS THE ORI G NAL
APPQO NTMENT.

(© THE COUNCI L SHALL MEET AS FREQUENTLY AS I TS BUSI NESS MAY REQUI RE,
BUT IN NO CASE SHALL I T MEET LESS THAN FOUR TI MES DURI NG ANY CALENDAR
YEAR.

(D) THE MEMBERS OF THE COUNCI L SHALL RECEI VE NO COVPENSATI ON FOR THEI R
SERVI CES, BUT SHALL BE ALLOWED THEIR ACTUAL AND NECESSARY EXPENSES
| NCURRED | N THE PERFORMANCE OF THEI R DUTI ES PURSUANT TO THI S ARTI CLE.

(E) THE COUNCI L SHALL:

1. AT THE REQUEST OF THE COWM SSI ONER, CONSI DER ANY MATTER RELATI NG TO
THE PROVI SI ON AND | MPROVEMENT OF M NORI TY MENTAL HEALTH SERVI CES; AND

2. CONDUCT A STUDY ON THE MENTAL HEALTH NEEDS OF RACI AL AND ETHNI C
M NORI TI ES AND THE AVAI LABI LI TY AND EFFECTI VENESS OF PROGRAMS DESI GNED
TO MEET SUCH NEEDS. SUCH STUDY SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIM TED TO, AN
EXAM NATI ON OF: RATES OF UNDERUTI LI ZATI ON OF MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES BY
SPECI FIC RACI AL AND ETHNIC M NORI TY GROUPS, THE REASONS CONTRI BUTI NG TO
SUCH UNDERUTI LI ZATI ON PATTERNS, THE AVAILABILITY OF MENTAL HEALTH
SERVI CES SPECI FI CALLY DESI GNED TO ADDRESS THE NEEDS OF | DENTI FI ED RACI AL
AND ETHNIC M NORITIES AND RECOMVENDATI ONS FOR ADDRESSI NG | DENTI FI ED
UNVET NEEDS AND FOR | MPROVING THE AVAILABILITY OF CULTURALLY AND
LI NGUI STI CALLY APPROPRI ATE SERVI CES. THE COUNCI L SHALL REPORT I TS FI ND-
| NGS AND RECOMMVENDATI ONS TO THE GOVERNOR, THE COW SSI ONER, THE TEMPO
RARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE, THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY AND THE CHAI R-
PERSONS OF THE SENATE MENTAL HEALTH AND DEVELOPMENTAL DI SABI LI TI ES
COW TTEE AND THE ASSEMBLY MENTAL HEALTH COW TTEE, WTH N ElI GHTEEN
MONTHS OF THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S ARTI CLE.

S 4. This act shall take effect on the first of April next succeeding
the date on which it shall have beconme a | aw, provided that any appoi nt-
ments, rules and regul ati ons necessary to inplenent the provisions of
this act on its effective date are authorized and directed to be
conpl eted on or before such date.



