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2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 24, 2011

Introduced by M of A MORELLE -- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to the practice of
opht hal m ¢ di spensi ng

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 7121 of the education law, as anended by chapter
647 of the |aws of 2005, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 7121. Definition of practice of ophthalmc dispensing. 1. The prac-
tice of the profession of ophthal mc dispensing is defined as adapting
and fitting |lenses, for the correction of deficiencies, deformties or
anonmal i es of the human eyes, or adapting and fitting non-corrective
contact lenses, on witten prescriptions froma |licensed physician or
optonmetri st OR PURSUANT TO A VI SUAL ASSESSMENT PERFORMED BY AN OPHTHALM
| C DI SPENSER WHO | S CERTI FI ED TO PERFORM VI SUAL ASSESSMENT | N ACCORDANCE
W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF SUBDI VI SION THREE OF THIS SECTION. Repl acenents
or duplicates of such Ilenses nmay be adapted and di spensed w thout
prescription. Contact |enses may be fitted by an ophthalmc dispenser
only under the personal supervision of a |licensed physician or optone-
trist.

2. AN OPHTHALM C DI SPENSER MAY PRACTI CE VI SUAL ASSESSMENT ONLY PURSU-
ANT TO THE PROVI SIONS OF THI' S SECTI ON. VI SUAL ASSESSMENT FOR PURPCSES OF
THI'S SECTI ON MEANS TO TEST A PERSON S VI SI ON, BY THE USE OF A SERI ES OF
LENSES AND THEI R ROTATI ON, TO DETERM NE THE DEGREE OF CORRECTI ON NEEDED
TO COWPENSATE FOR HYPEROPIA, MYOPI A, PRESBYOPI A, ASTI GVATI SM OR ANY
COVBI NATI ON OF THESE.

3. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL ESTABLI SH BY REGULATI ON EDUCATI ONAL AND
EXAM NATI ON REQUI REMENTS TO CERTIFY OPHTHALM C DI SPENSERS TO PRACTI CE
VI SUAL ASSESSMENT. SUCH EDUCATI ONAL REQUI REMENTS SHALL | NCLUDE NI NETY
CONTRACT HOURS IN THE PRINCIPLES OF VISUAL ASSESSMENT OFFERED BY A
DEGREE- GRANTI NG | NSTI TUTI ON ACCEPTABLE TO THE DEPARTMENT. | N ADDI Tl ON,

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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SUCH REQUI REMENTS SHALL | NCLUDE TWENTY HOURS OF CLI NI CAL PRACTICE IN
VI SUAL ASSESSMENT UNDER THE SUPERVI SION OF A LICENSED OPTOVETRI ST OR
LI CENSED OPHTHALMOLOG ST.

4. |'F AN OPHTHALM C DI SPENSER |'S UNABLE TO SELECT LENSES WH CH PROVI DE
20/30 VISION IN EACH EYE TO THE CLIENT, HE OR SHE SHALL REFER THE
CONSUMER TO A LI CENSED OPHTHALMOLOG ST OR OPTOMVETRI ST.

S 2. Notwi thstandi ng the provisions of subdivision 3 of section 7121
of the education |law, as added by section one of this act, the conmm s-
sioner of education shall establish by regulation educational and exam
ination requirenments to certify ophthal mc dispensers to practice visua
assessment who are licensed and registered prior to the effective date
of this act; provided, however, that such educational requirenents nay
include, but not be limted to, courses, clinical practice, experience,
or any conbi nation thereof, which is acceptable to such conm ssioner and
substantially neets the standards of the educational requirenments estab-
| i shed pursuant to such subdivision 3 of such section 7121 of the educa-
tion | aw.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a I|aw, provided, however, the conm ssioner of
education is hereby authorized to promnulgate regul ati ons and take such
ot her actions necessary to effectuate the purposes of this act prior to
such date.



