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STATE OF NEW YORK

3056
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 21, 2011

Introduced by M of A PERRY, PHEFFER -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Labor

AN ACT to anend the labor law, in relation to retaining health benefits
duri ng approved unpaid | eave of absence

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The labor law is anended by adding a new section 201-g to
read as foll ows:

S 201-G  MAINTENANCE OF HEALTH BENEFITS DURI NG APPROVED LEAVE OF
ABSENCE. 1. WHENEVER AN EMPLOYER OR GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY PERM TS AN
EMPLOYEE TO TAKE AN APPROVED UNPAID LEAVE OF ABSENCE, SUCH EMPLOYER
SHALL OFFER SUCH EMPLOYEE THE OPPORTUNI TY TO MAI NTAIN HS OR HER HEALTH
CARE BENEFI TS, PROVIDED THAT SUCH EMPLOYEE CONTI NUES TO PAY H S OR HER
EMPLOYEE CONTRI BUTI ON TO SUCH HEALTH PLAN THROUGH THE EMPLOYER

2. FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON, THE FOLLON NG TERMS SHALL HAVE
THE FOLLOW NG MEANI NGS

(A) "EMPLOYEE'" MEANS A PERSON WHO PERFORMS SERVI CE FOR H RE FOR AN
EMPLOYER, FOR AN AVERAGE OF TWENTY OR MORE HOURS PER WEEK, AND | NCLUDES
ALL | NDI VIDUALS EMPLOYED AT ANY SITE OMNED OR OPERATED BY AN EMPLOYER
BUT SHALL NOT | NCLUDE AN | NDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR

(B) "EMPLOYER' MEANS A PERSON OR ENTITY THAT EMPLOYS TWENTY OR MORE
EMPLOYEES AT AT LEAST ONE SI TE AND | NCLUDES AN | NDI VI DUAL, CORPORATI ON
COUNTY, TOMW, CITY, SCHOOL DI STRI CT, PUBLIC AUTHORI TY OR OTHER GOVERN-
MENTAL SUBDI VI SI ON OF ANY Kl ND

3. AN EMPLOYER SHALL NOT RETALI ATE AGAI NST AN EMPLOYEE FOR REQUESTI NG
OR OBTAI NI NG A LEAVE OF ABSENCE AS PROVIDED IN TH S SECTI ON

4. THE PROVISIONS OF TH'S SECTION SHALL NOT AFFECT OR PREVENT AN
EMPLOYER FROM PROVI DI NG LEAVE | N ADDI TI ON TO ANY OTHER LEAVE AUTHORI ZED
BY LAW THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL NOT AFFECT AN EMPLOYEE' S
Rl GHTS W TH RESPECT TO ANY OTHER EMPLOYEE BENEFI T PROVI DED BY LAW

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
LBD02551- 01-1



A WNPEF

A. 3056 2

5. THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL NOT AFFECT ANY OTHER TERMS OF
THE EMPLOYER S HEALTH CARE BENEFI TS AS PROVI DED BY CONTRACT OR BY LAW
S 2. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shall

have becone a | aw.



