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Introduced by M of A SWEENEY -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A CASTEL-
LI, CLARK, COOK, DESTITO ENGLEBRI GHT, GOTTFRI ED, HOOPER, LANCMAN,
MAGEE, MARKEY, MAYERSOHN, M LLMAN, ORTIZ, ROBINSQON, TITONE, WEI SEN-
BERG, VEPRIN -- read once and referred to the Comm ttee on Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to enacting the "parent
advocate act”

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "parent advocate act".

S 2. The education law is anended by adding a new article 44 to read
as foll ows:

ARTI CLE 44
SCHOCL DI STRI CT OFFI CERS- - STATE OFFI Cl ALS
SECTI ON 2150. OFFI CE OF PARENT ADVOCATE

S 2150. OFFI CE OF PARENT ADVOCATE. 1. THERE SHALL BE | N THE DEPARTMENT
AN OFFICE TO BE KNOW AS THE "OFFI CE OF THE PARENT ADVOCATE". SUCH
OFFI CE SHALL BE UNDER THE SUPERVI SI ON AND DI RECTI ON OF AN OFFI CI AL KNOWN
AS THE " PARENT ADVOCATE". THE PARENT ADVOCATE SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE
REGENTS. THE PARENT ADVOCATE SHALL REPORT DI RECTLY TO THE COWMM SSI ONER
THE PARENT ADVOCATE SHALL DEVOTE H S OR HER ENTIRE TI ME TO THE DUTI ES OF
SUCH OFFI CE.

2. NO PERSON SHALL BE APPO NTED AS A PARENT ADVOCATE UNLESS AT THE
TIME OF SUCH PERSON S APPO NTMENT SUCH PERSON | S A RESI DENT OF THE STATE
AND IS KNOAEDGEABLE ON THE SUBJECT OF EDUCATION AND IS SKILLFUL I'N
MATTERS PERTAI NI NG THERETO. ONCE APPO NTED, THE PARENT ADVOCATE SHALL
CONTINUE IN OFFICE UNTIL SUCH PERSON S TERM EXPI RES AND UNTI L SUCH
PERSON' S SUCCESSOR HAS BEEN APPO NTED AND HAS QUALIFIED. THE TERM OF
OFFI CE SHALL BE FOUR YEARS.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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3. ANY PARENT ADVOCATE MAY BE REMOVED BY THE REGENTS FOR CAUSE AFTER
AN OPPORTUNI TY TO BE HEARD. A STATEMENT OF THE CAUSE OF SUCH PERSON S
REMOVAL SHALL BE FILED BY THE REGENTS IN THE OFFI CE OF THE SECRETARY OF
STATE.

4. I N THE EVENT OF A VACANCY CAUSED BY THE DEATH, RESI GNATI ON, REMOVAL
OR DI SABI LI TY OF THE PARENT ADVOCATE, THE VACANCY SHALL BE FILLED BY THE
REGENTS FOR THE UNEXPI RED TERM

5. A THE OFFI CE OF THE PARENT ADVOCATE SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOW NG FUNC-
TI ONS, PONERS AND DUTI ES:

(1) TO ASSIST PARENTS OR GUARDI ANS OF STUDENTS ENROLLED IN PUBLI C
SCHOOL DI STRICTS I N THEI R | NTERACTI ONS W TH THE DEPARTNENT;

(2) TO I DENTIFY AREAS I N WH CH PARENTS OR GUARDI ANS HAVE PROBLEMS | N
DEALI NG W TH THE DEPARTNENT,;

(3) TO PROPCSE SOLUTIONS, | NCLUDI NG ADM NI STRATI VE CHANGES TO PRAC
TI CES AND PROCEDURES OF THE DEPARTMENT;

(4) TO RECOMVEND LEQ SLATI VE ACTI ON AS MAY BE APPROPRI ATE TO RESOLVE
CONTI NU NG COMVON PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED BY PARENTS OR GUARDI ANS;

(5) TO HELP PARENTS NAVI GATE LAWS AND DEPARTMENT RULES OR REGULATI ONS;

(6) TO HELP PARENTS HAVE THEI R GRI EVANCES HEARD AND DECI DED;

(7) TO PROMOTE OPEN AND DI RECT COMMUNI CATI ONS; AND

(8) PROVIDE | N PLAIN LANGUAGE THE CORRECT PROCESS TO HAVE COVPLAI NTS
HEARD AND DECI DED BY THE DEPARTMENT.

B. THE PARENT ADVOCATE SHALL PREPARE A REPORT AS TO THE ACTIVITIES OF
THE PARENT ADVOCATE. SUCH REPORT SHALL BE SUBM TTED TO THE REGENTS, THE
TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE, THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, AND THE
COW SSI ONER  NO LATER THAN THE THI RTY- FI RST DAY OF DECEMBER COMVENCI NG
IN THE YEAR AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THIS ARTICLE AND EVERY SECOND
YEAR THEREAFTER ~ ANY SUCH REPORT SHALL CONTAIN FULL AND SUBSTANTI VE
ANALYSI'S, | N ADDI TI ON TO STATI STI CAL | NFORMATI ON, AND SHALL:

(1) IDENTIFY THE I NI TI ATI VES THE PARENT ADVOCATE HAS TAKEN ON | MPROV-
| NG EDUCATI ONAL SERVI CES AND THE DEPARTMENT' S RESPONSI VENESS;

(2) CONTAIN A SUWMMARY OF AT LEAST TEN OF THE MOST SERI OQUS PROBLEMS
ENCOUNTERED BY PARENTS OR GUARDI ANS OF STUDENTS ENROLLED IN PUBLIC
SCHOOL DI STRICTS, | NCLUDI NG A DESCRIPTION OF THE NATURE OF SUCH PROB-
LEMS;

(3) CONTAIN AN | NVENTORY OF THE | TEMS DESCRI BED I N SUBPARAGRAPHS ONE
AND TWO OF THI S PARAGRAPH FOR WHI CH ACTI ON HAS BEEN TAKEN AND THE RESULT
OF SUCH ACTI ON; AND | NVENTORY FOR WHI CH ACTI ON REMAINS TO BE COWPLETED;
AND AN | NVENTORY FOR WH CH NO ACTI ON HAS BEEN TAKEN, AND THE REASONS FOR
THE | NACTI ON;

(4) CONTAI N RECOVMENDATI ONS FOR SUCH ADM NI STRATI VE AND LEG SLATI VE
ACTI ON  AS MAY BE APPROPRI ATE TO RESOLVE PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED BY PARENTS
OR GUARDI ANS OF STUDENTS I N PUBLI C SCHOCOL DI STRI CTS; AND

(5) I NCLUDE SUCH OTHER | NFORMATI ON AS THE PARENT ADVOCATE MAY DEEM
ADVI SABLE.

S 3. Section 104 of the education law is amended to read as foll ows:

S 104. O her officers and enpl oyees. The conmm ssioner [of education],
subject to the approval of the regents, shall have power, in conformty
with their rules, to appoint all other needed officers and enpl oyees and
fix their titles, duties and salaries, INCLUDING THE SALARIES OF THE
PARENT ADVOCATE AND EMPLOYEES OF THE OFFICE OF THE PARENT ADVOCATE
AUTHORI ZED BY SECTI ON TWENTY- ONE HUNDRED FI FTY OF TH S CHAPTER.

S 4. This act shall take effect immediately.



