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STATE OF NEW YORK

2876
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 20, 2011

Introduced by M of A CALHOUN -- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Agriculture

AN ACT to anend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to the
establishment of the Hudson valley white-tail deer mtigation task
force and providing for the repeal of such provisions upon expiration
t her eof

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The |legislature finds that danmage

caused by white-tail deer browsing is beconming a critical problemfor
agricultural producers and |andscape horticulturists in the Hudson
valley, who are annually sustaining tens of mllions of dollars in

damage to crops. Also, residential ornanmental shrubbery and vegetable
and flower gardens are being devastated by deer herd browsing, causing
bot h economi ¢ and aesthetic loss on a large scale. In addition, rapidly
rising deer populations are increasing the frequency of serious notor
vehi cl e crashes, the incidence of notor vehicle damge and physica
injury to notorists, and the spread of Lynme di sease by deer to residents
in the Hudson valley. This act establishes an interagency task force to
arrive at innovative solutions to address this serious and grow ng prob-
| em

S 2. Section 16 of the agriculture and markets law is anended by
addi ng a new subdi vision 45 to read as foll ows:

45. PREPARE THE REPORT REQUI RED BY SECTI ON TWDO HUNDRED NI NETY- El GHT OF
TH S CHAPTER, WHI CH ESTABLI SHES THE HUDSON VALLEY WHI TE- TAI L DEER DANMAGE
M TI GATI ON TASK FORCE

S 3. The agriculture and markets law is amended by adding a new
section 298 to read as foll ows:

S 298. HUDSON VALLEY WHI TE- TAI L DEER DAMAGE M Tl GATI ON TASK FORCE. 1
THE COW SSI ONER AND THE COWMM SSI ONER OF ENVI RONMENTAL CONSERVATI ON, | N
CONSULTATI ON W TH THE SUPERI NTENDENT OF | NSURANCE AND THE COWM SSI ONERS

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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OF HEALTH, MOTOR VEH CLES, TRANSPORTATI ON, AND TEMPORARY AND DI SABI LI TY
ASSI STANCE, SHALL FORM AN | NTERAGENCY TASK FORCE. SUCH TASK FORCE SHALL:

A. (1) DEVELOP |NNOVATIVE METHODS THAT UTILIZE PRI VATE AND PUBLI C
FUNDI NG SOURCES TO MANAGE DEER HERDS IN SUCH A WVAY AS TO M NIMZE (A
DAVAGE TO AGRI CULTURAL CROPS, COMVERCI AL HORTI CULTURE, RESI DENTI AL ORNA-
MENTAL SHRUBBERY, VECETABLE, AND FLOWER GARDENS; AND (B) THE | NCI DENCE
OF PERSONAL | NJURY AND PROPERTY DAMAGE DUE TO MOTOR VEH CLE ACCI DENTS
I NVOLVI NG DEER. THE TASK FORCE SHOULD DETERM NE | F CURRENT PROGRAMS THAT
ARE UTILIZED TO MANAGE SURPLUS DEER POPULATI ONS NEED TO BE REVI SED,
DETERM NE | F THE TI ME OF HUNTI NG SEASONS NEEDS TO BE ALTERED, DETERM NE
| F ANY STATE AGENCY, PUBLIC AUTHORI TY, OR OTHER ENTI TY CONTROLLED BY THE
STATE OF NEW YORK CAN PURCHASE | N BULK OR AT REDUCED COSTS FENCI NG
SUPPLI ES OR OTHER DEER CONTRCOL EQUI PMENT, SUPPLIES, OR DEVI CES THAT CAN
THEN BE DI STRIBUTED TO FARVERS, ACADEM C RESEARCHERS, AND OTHER LAND
OMERS, DETERM NE | F ADDI TI ONAL ACADEM C OR APPLI ED RESEARCH NEEDS TO BE
CONDUCTED TO | DENTI FY EFFECTI VE MEANS TO REDUCE SURPLUS DEER POPULATI ONS
OR M NIM ZE DAVAGE CAUSED BY DEER, DETERM NE | F MORE | NEXPENS| VE FENCI NG
SOLUTI ONS CAN BE DEVELOPED AND DI SSEM NATED TO AGRI CULTURAL PRODUCERS,
DETERM NE | F NEW DEER HERD WARNI NG SYSTEMS COULD BE ECONOM CALLY DEVEL-
OPED TO ALERT MOTORI STS OF THE PRESENCE OF DEER I N H GH Rl SK AREAS OR AT
CERTAIN TI MES OF THE DAY, AND DETERM NE I F ANY OTHER COURSE OF ACTI ON
NEEDS TO BE TAKEN TO ACH EVE THE GOALS STATED IN TH S SECTI ON;

(2) CONDUCT A STUDY TO |DENTIFY AND QUANTI FY WHERE, WHEN, AND HOW
MOTOR VEHI CLE ACCI DENTS | NVOLVI NG DEER OCCUR | N THE HUDSON VALLEY. THE
STUDY SHOULD CONCENTRATE SPECI FI CALLY ON WHAT TYPES OF MOTOR VEHI CLES
ARE | NVOLVED I N SUCH DEER- RELATED ACCI DENTS, THE TIME OF YEAR, TIME OF
DAY, AND DAY OF THE WEEK THESE ACCI DENTS TEND TO OCCUR, THE TYPE OR
TYPES OF DRI VERS THAT TEND TO BE I NVOLVED IN SUCH ACCI DENTS AND THE
GEOCGRAPHI CAL  SI TES THROUGHOUT THE HUDSON VALLEY WHERE SUCH ACCI DENTS
OCCUR. THE FI NDI NGS OF THI S STUDY SHOULD HELP THE DELI BERATIONS OF THE
TASK FORCE BY QUANTI FYI NG THE Cl RCUMSTANCES VWHI CH LEAD TO SUCH ACCI DENTS
AND ENABLE THE TASK FORCE TO DEVELOP MEASURES TO M Tl GATE PERSONAL | NJU-
RY AND PROPERTY DAMAGE FROM SUCH ACCI DENTS;

(3) (A CONDUCT A STUDY TO GAIN A GREATER UNDERSTANDI NG COF WHY SOVE
FARMS SUSTAI N SUBSTANTI AL DAMAGE FROM DEER VH LE OTHER FARMS I N THE SAME
GEOGRAPHI C AREA DO NOT; (B) PREPARE AN ASSESSMENT OF THE EFFECTI VENESS,
WTH PARTI CULAR REGARD TO EASE OF AVAI LABILITY AND USE, OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF ENVI RONMENTAL CONSERVATI ON' S NUI SANCE DAMAGE PERM T PROGRAM ( Q)
STUDY THE PROCESS WHEREBY | NFORMATI ON PERTAI NI NG TO DAMAGE CONTROL TECH-
NIQUES IS DI SSEM NATED TO FARVERS AND NMAKE  RECOMVENDATI ONS, | F
WARRANTED, FOR THE | MPROVEMENT THEREOF;, AND (D) STUDY AND MAKE RECOMVEN-
DATI ONS PERTAINING TO THE DEVELOPMENT AND | MPLEMENTATION OF MORE
COST- EFFECTI VE, UNDER- UTI LI ZED, AND NOVEL MEANS OF REPELLING DEER,
I NCLUDING BUT NOTI' LIMTED TGO  WLDLIFE FENCES AND NETTI NG SCARI NG
DEVI CES THAT DO NOT DI STURB ADJO NI NG LAND OMNERS, ENVI RONMENTALLY SOUND
CHEM CAL DEER REPELLANTS TO PROTECT CROPS, AND THE USE OF DOGS TO SCARE
DEER AVWAY FROM CROPS;

(4) STUDY AND MAKE RECOMMENDATI ONS FOR THE COORDI NATI ON OF NUI SANCE
PERM TS, DEER MANAGEMENT PERM TS, AND DEER MANAGEMENT ASSI STANCE PERM TS
TO ENHANCE UTI LI ZATI ON OF EXI STI NG RESOURCES TO MATCH HUNTERS, VEN SON
PROCESSORS, AND CHARI TABLE ORGANI ZATI ONS W TH FARMERS THAT HAVE SURPLUS
DEER POPULATI ONS TO MAXIM ZE THE AMOUNT OF VENI SON THAT CAN BE MADE
AVAI LABLE TO CHARI TABLE ORGANI ZATI ONS;

(5) DETERM NE WHETHER OR NOT THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONMENTAL CONSERVA-
TI ON SHOULD REVI SE | TS W LDLI FE MANAGEMENT PLAN OR RECONFI GURE THE BOUN-
DARIES OF WLDLIFE MANAGEMENT REG ONS FOR THE HUDSON VALLEY, WTH
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SPECI AL EMPHASI S ON ADDRESSI NG DEER BROWSI NG DAMAGE IN FRU T  PRODUCI NG
AREAS. I N CONNECTI ON W TH SUCH SUGGESTED REVI SI ONS, SAI D DEPARTMENT, I N
COCOPERATI ON WTH CORNELL COOPERATIVE EXTENSION, SHOULD ANALYZE THE
FOLLOW NG FACTORS TO REDUCE DEER BROWSI NG DAMAGE AND, PERHAPS, REVI SE
THE BOUNDARI ES OF LOCAL W LDLI FE MANAGEMENT REQ ONS:

(1) CHARACTERI STICS OF LOCAL DEER POPULATIONS, SUCH AS REPROCDUCTI ON
CYCLES, REPLACEMENT RATES, AND THE M X OF BUCKS, DCE, AND FAWNS;

(1) FEEDI NG MOVEMENT, AND M GRATI ON PATTERNS OF DEER HERDS;

(rrl)y THE MOVEMENT OF DEER HERDS BETWEEN FARMS, ADJACENT LAND, AND
W TH N THE HUDSON VALLEY,;

(1'V) THE | DENTI FI CATI ON OF SUBSTI TUTE CROPS OR NATURAL SOURCES OF
FORAGE, SUCH AS ACORNS, THAT DEER WOULD RATHER EAT THAN COMMERCI ALLY
GROMN CROPS;

(V) THE RELATI ONSH P BETWEEN CROP DAMAGE SUSTAINED AND THE POSI TION
AND CGEOGRAPHY OF ADJACENT LANDS THAT SERVE AS COVER AND REFUGE FOR DEER
HERDS; AND

(V1) ANALYSI S OF THE SUBSTANTI AL VARI ATIONS IN LEVELS OF DEER- CAUSED
DAVAGE SUFFERED BY FARMS | N THE SAME GEOGRAPHI C AREA,

THE TASK FORCE SHALL MAKE RECOMVENDATI ONS AS TO HOW THE RESPECTI VE
DEPARTMENTS AND OFFI CE CAN | MPLEMENT THE TASK FORCE'S RECOVMVENDATI ONS.
SUCH DEPARTMENTS AND OFFI CE ARE AUTHORI ZED TO PROMULGATE RULES AND REGU-
LATI ONS AND TAKE OTHER MEASURES NECESSARY TO | MPLEMENT THE PROVI SI ONS OF
TH' S SECTI ON; AND

B. I DENTI FY | NNOVATI VE WAYS TO EXPAND THE DI STRI BUTI ON OF DEER LEGALLY
TAKEN PURSUANT TO THE PERM TS LISTED IN SUBDI VISION THREE OF TH S
SECTI ON TO CHARI TABLE OR NONPROFI T ORGANI ZATI ONS WHI CH SERVE OR DI STRI B-
UTE FOOD TO THE POOR OR NEEDY PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH C OF SuBDI VI SI ON
NINE OF SECTION 11-0917 OF THE ENVI RONMENTAL CONSERVATI ON LAW THE TASK
FORCE SHOULD | DENTI FY NEW I NCENTI VES TO RETAIN THE NUMBER OF PERSONS
THAT HOLD DEER HUNTING LICENSES OR PERM TS WHO WOULD BE W LLI NG TO
DONATE VENI SON TO CHARI TABLE OR NONPROFI T ORGANI ZATI ONS, TO STREAMLI NE
THE PROCESS TO FACI LI TATE THE TRANSFER OF DONATED VENI SON TO CHARI TABLE
OR NONPROFI T ORGANI ZATI ONS, TO REDUCE THE COST OF PROCESSI NG VENI SON AND
TRANSFERRI NG SUCH MEAT TO CHARI TABLE OR NONPROFIT ORGANI ZATIONS, TO
| DENTI FY ADDI TI ONAL PRI VATE AND PUBLI C SOURCES OF FUNDI NG TO SUPPORT THE
EXPANSI ON  OF EXI STI NG AND PROPOSED PROGRAMS THAT DI STRI BUTE VENI SON TO
THE NEEDY, TO | DENTI FY | NCENTI VES TO ENCOURAGE MORE LI CENSEES OR PERM T-
TEES TO PARTI Cl PATE | N SUCH A PROGRAM AND EXPLORE ANY OTHER COURSE OF
ACTI ON THAT MAY AID I N ACH EVI NG THE GOALS STATED IN THI S SECTI ON.

2. THE COW SSI ONER AND THE COWMM SSI ONER OF ENVI RONVENTAL CONSERVA-
TION, IN COOPERATION WTH THE SUPERI NTENDENT OF | NSURANCE AND THE
COW SSI ONERS OF MOTOR VEHI CLES AND TRANSPORTATI ON, SHALL DEVELOP RECOM
VENDATI ONS TO ADDRESS THE | TEMS CONTAI NED | N PARAGRAPH A OF SUBDI VI SI ON
ONE OF THI S SECTI ON. THE COWM SSI ONER AND THE COWMM SSI ONER  OF  ENVI RON-
MENTAL CONSERVATI ON, | N COOPERATI ON W TH THE COWMM SSI ONERS OF HEALTH AND
TEMPORARY AND DI SABILITY ASSI STANCE, SHALL DEVELOP RECOMVENDATI ONS TO
ADDRESS THE | TEMS CONTAI NED I N PARAGRAPH B OF SUBDIVISION ONE OF TH' S
SECTI ON.

3. THE PERM TS REFERRED TO I N SUBDI VI SI ON ONE OF THI S SECTI ON ARE THE
NUI SANCE DAMAGE PERM TS AUTHORI ZED PURSUANT TO SUBDIVISION ONE OF
SECTI ON 11-0521 OF THE ENVI RONMVENTAL CONSERVATI ON LAW SPECI AL ANTLER-
LESS DEER LI CENSES | SSUED PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH C OF SUBDI VI SION SI X OF
SECTI ON 11-0903 OF THE ENVI RONMVENTAL CONSERVATI ON LAW DEER MANAGEMENT
ASS| STANCE PERM TS AUTHORI ZED PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON ELEVEN OF SECTI ON
11-0903 OF THE ENVI RONMENTAL CONSERVATI ON LAW DEER MANAGEMENT PERM TS
AUTHORI ZED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 11-0903 OF THE ENVI RONMENTAL CONSERVATI ON
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LAW AND ANY DEER TAKEN BY DEER LI CENSES AUTHORI ZED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON
11- 0907 OF THE ENVI RONMENTAL CONSERVATI ON LAW

4. A THE | NTERAGENCY TASK FORCE SHALL BE CHAI RED JO NTLY BY THE
COW SSI ONER AND THE COVM SSI ONER OF ENVI RONVENTAL CONSERVATI ON OR THEI R
DESI GNEES.

B. EACH AGENCY AND OFFI CE SHALL DESIGNATE THE AGENCY PERSONNEL IT
DEEMS APPROPRI ATE TO PARTIClI PATE I N THE | NTERAGENCY TASK FORCE AND I T
SHALL BE CONVENED NO LATER THAN ONE HUNDRED TWENTY DAYS AFTER TH'S
SECTI ON SHALL HAVE BECOVE LAW

C. THE TASK FORCE MAY ESTABLISH AN AD HOC ADVI SORY COVM TTEE THAT
CONSI STS OF NO MORE THAN TVENTY PRI VATE CITIZENS TO ASSIST THE TASK
FORCE WTH THI S LEAQ SLATI VE CHARGE. THE MEMBERS OF THE ADVI SORY COWM T-
TEE SHALL RECEI VE NO COWPENSATION FOR THEIR SERVICES BUT SHALL BE
ALLONED THEI R ACTUAL AND NECESSARY EXPENSES | NCURRED | N THE PERFORMANCE
OF THEI R DUTI ES.

D. THE TASK FORCE MAY CONDUCT PUBLI C MEETI NGS OR PUBLI C HEARI NGS, AND
SHALL PREPARE A REPORT ON I TS FI NDI NGS AND RECOMIVENDATI ONS W THI N TWO
HUNDRED SEVENTY DAYS AFTER I T SHALL HAVE BEEN CONVENED. SUCH REPORT
SHALL BE SUBM TTED TO THE GOVERNOR, TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE,
SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, AND THE M NORITY LEADERS OF THE SENATE AND
ASSEMBLY. THE TASK FORCE MAY | SSUE ADDI TI ONAL REPORTS OR STUDI ES BEFORE
THE EXPI RATION OF THI S SECTI ON.

5. TH'S SECTI ON SHALL APPLY TO THE "HUDSON VALLEY", WHI CH FOR THE
PURPOSES OF THI'S SECTIQON, MEANS THE COUNTIES OF COLUMBI A, DUTCHESS,
GREENE, ORANGE, PUTNAM ROCKLAND, ULSTER, AND WESTCHESTER.

S 4. This act shall take effect immediately and shall expire and be
deened repeal ed June 30, 2021.



