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STATE OF NEW YORK

2789
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 20, 2011

Introduced by M of A CROUCH, QAKS, FINCH -- read once and referred to
the Conmittee on Judiciary

AN ACT to anend the judiciary law, in relation to providing an excuse
fromjury duty for financial hardship related to self-enpl oynment

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 517 of the judiciary |aw, as anended by chapter 86
of the laws of 1995, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 517. Excuses and postponenents. (a) (1) Except as otherw se provided
i n paragraph two of this subdivision, the conm ssioner of jurors may, in
his or her discretion, on the application of a prospective juror who has
been sumobned to attend, excuse such prospective juror froma part or
the whole of the tine of jury service or nay postpone the time of jury
service to a later day during the sanme or any subsequent term of the
court. The application shall be presented to the conmm ssioner at such
time and in such manner as he or she shall require, except that an
application for postponenent of the initial date for jury service nay be
made by tel ephone.

(2) An application for postponenent of jury service shall be granted
hereunder provided: (i) such service has not already been postponed or
excused, (ii) the application is nmade at such time and in such manner as
t he conmi ssioner of jurors requires, and (iii) the postponenent is to a
date certain when the court is in session not nore than six nonths after
the date on which such service otherwise is to commence and such date is
sel ected by the prospective juror.

(3) AN APPLICATION TO BE EXCUSED FOR FI NANCI AL HARDSHI P SHALL BE
GRANTED HEREUNDER PROVI DED: (1) SUCH | NDI VI DUAL PRODUCES A SWORN STATE-
MENT THAT SUCH | NDI VI DUAL | S SELF- EMPLOYED AND THAT SERVI CE WOULD CAUSE
A FI NANCI AL HARDSHI P, (I1) THE APPLI CATION | S MADE AT SUCH TIME AND IN
SUCH MANNER AS THE COWM SSIONER OF JURORS REQUIRES, AND (I11) SuUcH

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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FI NANCI AL HARDSHI P DI RECTLY | MPAI RS THE APPLI CANTS ABILITY TO PROVIDE
SUPPORT FOR THE | NDI VIDUAL OR FAM LY AS A RESULT OF SUCH SERVI CE.

(b) A person whose application has been denied by the comm ssioner, or
who has not applied to the comm ssioner for an excuse or postponenent,
may apply to the trial court, or to the court having supervision of the
grand jury, as the case may be, which nmay, in its discretion, excuse
such person froma part or the whole of the tinme of jury service, or nay
postpone the time of jury service to a later day during the sane or any
subsequent term of the court. If the applicant cannot personally
attend, he or she shall send the summons and application by a person
capabl e of making the necessary proof in relation to the application.

(c) I'n determ ning whether an application for excusal should be grant-
ed, the conm ssioner or the court shall consider whether the applicant
has a nmental or physical condition that causes himor her to be Incapa-
ble of performng jury service or there is any other fact WH CH i ndi -
cates that attendance for jury service in accordance wth the sumons
woul d cause undue hardship or extreme inconvenience to the applicant, a
person under his or her care or supervision, or the public. Except as
provided in [paragraph] PARAGRAPHS two AND THREE of subdivision (a) of
this section, in determ ning whether an application for postponenent
should be granted, the conmm ssioner or the court shall be guided by
st andards promrul gated by the chief adm nistrator of the courts.

S 2. This act shall take effect immediately.



