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STATE OF NEW YORK

239
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
( PREFI LED)
January 5, 2011

Introduced by M of A PAULIN, COOK, ZEBROASKI, M LLMAN, CASTRO, NAYER-
SOHN, HOOPER -- Multi-Sponsored by -- M of A DI NONTZ  GABRYSZAK,
MENG  PERRY, PHEFFER, ROBINSON, TITONE, WEI SENBERG -- read once and
referred to the Committee on Econonmic Developnent, Job Creation,
Commerce and | ndustry

AN ACT to anend the general business law, in relation to the |icensing
and regul ati on of pet groomers

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The general business |law is anended by adding a new article
29-CCC to read as foll ows:

ARTI CLE 29- CCC
LI CENSI NG AND REGULATI ON OF PET GROOVERS

SECTI ON 539. DEFI NI TI ONS.
540. STANDARD OF CARE.
541. RECORD KEEPI NG
542. LI CENSES.
543. LI CENSE REFUSAL, SUSPENSI ON OR REVOCATI ON.
544. | NSPECTI ONS.
545. VI OLATI ONS.
546. CURRENT PRACTI Tl ONERS.

S 539. DEFINITIONS. AS USED IN THI S ARTI CLE, THE FOLLOW NG TERMS SHALL
HAVE THE FOLLOW NG MEANI NGS:

1. "PET" MEANS ANY AN MAL PLACED IN THE CARE OF A PET GROOMER FOR
GROOM NG OR STYLI NG

2. "PET GROOVER' MEANS AN | NDI VI DUAL, LICENSED AS A PET GROOVER WHO
BATHES, BRUSHES, CLIPS OR STYLES A PET FOR FI NANCI AL REMUNERATI ON.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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3. "PET GROOM NG FACILITY" MEANS A COMMERCI AL ESTABLI SHVENT VWHERE A
PET MAY BE BATHED, BRUSHED, CLIPPED OR STYLED.

S 540. STANDARD OF CARE. 1. THE PRI MARY CONCERN OF EVERY PERSON
LI CENSED PURSUANT TO THI S ARTI CLE SHALL BE THE SAFETY AND WELL-BEING OF
THE PET IN THEIR CARE. PETS NOT IN THE GROOM NG PROCESS SHALL BE KEPT I N
STRUCTURALLY SOUND CLEAN CAGES. SUCH ENCLOSURES SHALL BE I'N GOOD REPAI R
AND LARCGE ENOUGH TO ALLOW EACH PET TO MAKE NORVAL POSTURAL ADJUSTMENTS
SUCH AS SITTING  STANDI NG AND TURNI NG AROUND. EACH PET SHALL BE CAGED
SEPARATELY.

2. QUTDOOR FACI LI TIES SHALL NOI BE UTILIZED IN | NCLEVMENT WEATHER
| NDOOR FACI LITIES SHALL BE MAI NTAI NED AT A HEALTHY TEMPERATURE. THERE
SHALL BE SUFFI Cl ENT LI GHTI NG TO FACI LI TATE CLEANING OF BOIH PETS AND
FACI LI TIES. SANI TARY CONDI TI ONS SHALL BE MAI NTAI NED AT ALL TI MES.

3. UPON RECEI VING A PET FOR GROOM NG, THE GROOVER SHALL | NQUI RE AS TO
THE PET' S VETERI NARI AN AND ANY SPECI AL NEEDS OF SUCH PET. ADEQUATE WATER
SUPPLY SHALL BE AVAI LABLE FOR DRI NKI NG AS WELL AS BATHI NG

4. EVERY LOCATI ON WHERE PETS ARE GROOVED SHALL DI SPLAY A TELEPHONE
NUMBER OF THE STATE BUREAU OR OFFI CE WHERE THE PET' S OANER MAY MAKE
KNOWN THEI R FEELI NGS REGARDI NG THE SERVI CES RECEI VED AT THE PET GROOM NG
FACI LI TY.

5. PETS SHALL NOT BE LEFT UNATTENDED WHI LE AT THE GROOM NG FACI LI TY,
AND A DRYI NG CAGE SHALL NEVER BE USED.

6. EVERY PERSON LI CENSED AS A PET GROOVER SHALL PROVE TO THE SATI SFAC-
TION OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE OR A REPRESENTATI VE THEREOF THAT SUCH
PERSON | S | NSURED COVERI NG THEI R LI ABI LI TY FOR NEGLI GENT ACTS ASSOCI ATED
WTH THEI R ACTIVITY AS A PET GROOVER

S 541. RECORD KEEPING 1. EACH PET GROOVER SHALL KEEP AND MNAI NTAI N
RECORDS REGARDI NG EACH AN MAL CARED FOR AND THE OWNER THEREOF.  SUCH
RECORDS SHALL | NCLUDE THE NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE OWER, THE PET' S
VETERI NARI AN AND THE DATE OF PROVI DI NG SERVI CE.

2. RECORDS FOR EACH AN MAL SHALL BE MAI NTAINED FOR A PERI CD OF TWOD
YEARS FROM THE DATE OF SERVICE. DURING NORMAL BUSINESS HOURS, SUCH
RECORDS SHALL BE MADE AVAI LABLE TO PERSONS AUTHORI ZED BY LAW TO ENFORCE
THE PROVI SIONS OF TH S ARTI CLE.

S 542. LICENSES. 1. THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL ESTABLI SH A BUREAU OR
OFFI CE FOR THE LI CENSI NG OF | NDI VI DUALS AS PET GROOMERS. SUCH BUREAU OR
OFFI CE SHALL HAVE BRANCHES LOCATED I N VAR QUS AREAS OF THE STATE I N
SUFFI CI ENT NUMBER TO MEET THE NEEDS OF THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE. THE
SECRETARY OF STATE, | N COOPERATI ON AND CONSULTATI ON W TH THE EDUCATI ON
AND HEALTH DEPARTMENTS, SHALL ESTABLI SH A TRAI NI NG PROGRAM AND TESTI NG
PROCEDURE FOR APPL| CANTS | NTERESTED | N OBTAI NI NG SUCH LI CENSE.

2. THE BUREAU OR OFFI CE SHALL CREATE AND MAI NTAIN A ROSTER OF LI CEN-
SEES BASED ON | NFORVATI ON OBTAI NED FROM APPLI CANTS AND THE RESULTS OF
THEIR TRAINING AND TESTING SUCH RECORD SHALL | NCLUDE DI SCI PLI NARY
ACTI ON, SUSPENSI ON OF LI CENSE AND REVOCATI ON.

3. NO I NDI VI DUAL SHALL BE PERM TTED TO TAKE AN EXAM NATION FOR A PET
GROOMER S LICENSE UNLESS SUCH APPLICANT IS AT LEAST SI XTEEN YEARS OF
AGE, IS OF GOOD MORAL CHARACTER AND HAS COVWPLETED AT LEAST A TENTH GRADE
EDUCATI ON.

4. |F THE APPLI CANT MEETS THE NECESSARY QUALI FI CATI ONS, HAS COVPLETED
THE TRAINING AND PASSED THE EXAM NATI ON, THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL
| SSUE SUCH APPLI CANT A LI CENSE AS A PET GROOVER UPON PAYMENT OF A TVEENTY
DOLLAR Bl ENNI AL REA STRATI ON FEE. AN APPLI CANT WHO HAS NOTI' PASSED THE
EXAM NATI ON BUT WHO | S OTHERW SE QUALI FI ED, MAY CONTI NUE TO TAKE FURTHER
EXAM NATI ONS UPON PAYMENT OF A TEN DOLLAR FEE FOR EACH EXAM NATI ON
TAKEN.
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5. A LI CENSED PET GROOVER MAY EMPLOY | NDIVIDUALS, UNDER H'S OR HER
DI RECT SUPERVI SION, WHO ARE I N TRAI NI NG FOR THE PET GROOVER S EXAM NA-
TION. THE NAME OF THE PERSON | N CHARGE OF ANY PET GROOM NG FACILITY
SHALL BE POSTED I N A CONSPI CUOUS PLACE I N SUCH FACI LI TY AND THE LI CENSE
OF SUCH PERSON SHALL BE PROM NENTLY DI SPLAYED.

S 543. LICENSE REFUSAL, SUSPENSI ON OR REVOCATI ON. 1. THE SECRETARY OF
STATE MAY DECLI NE TO GRANT OR RENEW OR MAY SUSPEND OR REVOKE A PET
GROOMER S LICENSE FOR A MATERI AL M SSTATEMENT I N THE APPLI CATI ON FOR
SUCH LI CENSE, FOR | MPROPER RECORD KEEPI NG OR BUSI NESS PRACTI CES OR FOR A
VI OLATI ON OF ANY PROVI SI ON OF LAW RELATING TO THE HUMANE TREATMENT OF
ANI MALS.

2. PRIOR TO SUSPENSI ON OR REVOCATI ON OF A LI CENSE AND UPON DUE NOTI CE
TO THE LI CENSEE, A HEARI NG SHALL BE HELD AS PROVIDED IN ARTICLES THREE
AND FOUR OF THE STATE ADM NI STRATI VE PROCEDURE ACT.

3. ANY ACTI ON OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE PURSUANT TO THI' S SECTI ON SHALL
BE SUBJECT TO JUDI Cl AL REVI EW I N A PROCEEDI NG PURSUANT TO ARTI CLE SEVEN-
TY-EI GHT OF THE CI VIL PRACTI CE LAW AND RULES.

S 544. | NSPECTI ONS. 1. THE SECRETARY OF STATE OR H' S OR HER AUTHORI ZED
AGENTS SHALL MAKE YEARLY |INSPECTIONS OF PET GROOM NG FACILITIES TO
ENSURE COWPLI ANCE WTH THE PROVISIONS OF THI'S ARTICLE. AUTHORITY TO
CONDUCT SUCH | NSPECTIONS AND REPORT THEREON MAY BE DELEGATED BY THE
SECRETARY OF STATE TO A COUNTY, CITY OR TOM.

2. ANY PERSON MAKI NG SUCH | NSPECTI ONS SHALL BE FI RST PROVI DED TRAI NI NG
IN THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S ARTI CLE AND THE PROPER CARE OF PETS I N GCENER-
AL.

S 545. VIOLATIONS. 1. IN ADDI TI ON TO DENI AL, REVOCATI ON, SUSPENSI ON OR
REFUSAL OF RENEWAL OF A LI CENSE, AS OTHERW SE PROVIDED IN TH S ARTI CLE,
ANY VI OLATION OF A PROVISION OF THIS ARTICLE IS A CVIL OFFENSE, FOR
VH CH A PENALTY OF NOT LESS THAN ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS NOR MORE THAN ONE
THOUSAND DOLLARS FOR EACH VI OLATI ON MAY BE | MPOSED.

2. THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S ARTI CLE MAY BE CONCURRENTLY ENFORCED BY THE
SECRETARY OF STATE AND BY ANY COUNTY, CITY OR TOAWN TO WH CH THE SECRE-
TARY OF STATE HAS DELEGATED AUTHORI TY. MONEYS COLLECTED THEREUNDER SHALL
BE RETAI NED BY THE LOCAL MUNI Cl PALI TY.

S 546. CURRENT PRACTI TI ONERS. | NDI VI DUALS ENGAGED I N PET GROOM NG ON
THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S ARTI CLE MAY CONTI NUE | N SUCH CAPACI TY FOR ONE
YEAR FROM SUCH DATE, BUT MJUST, W THI N SAI D YEAR, MAKE APPLI CATI ON FOR A
LICENSE AS PROVIDED IN THIS ARTICLE AND WLL BE SUBJECT TO THE
PROVI SI ONS OF THI S ARTI CLE THEREAFTER

S 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw, provided, however, that effective imediately the
addi tion, anendnent or repeal of any rule or regul ation necessary for
the inplenmentation of this act on its effective date are authorized and
directed to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.



