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STATE OF NEW YORK

234
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
( PREFI LED)
January 5, 2011

Introduced by M of A CAHI LL, DI NOWTZ, BROOK- KRASNY -- Milti-Sponsored
by -- M of A BRENNAN, COLTON, GALEF, JACOBS, P. LOPEZ, MENENY
REI LLY, WVEI SENBERG -- read once and referred to the Commttee on
El ecti on Law

AN ACT to amend the election law, in relation to the preparation,
contents and distribution of a paper panphlet containing information
relative to general elections, to repeal certain provisions of the
election law, relating to distribution of copies of proposed anend-
nments to the constitution or other propositions or questions; and
provi ding for the repeal of such provisions upon expiration thereof

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivisions 2 and 3 of section 4-116 of the election | aw
are REPEALED

S 2. Paragraphs ¢ and d of subdivision 1 of section 4-108 of the
el ection |aw are REPEALED and subdivision 3, as added by chapter 234 of
the laws of 1976, is anended to read as foll ows:

3. The attorney general shall advise in the preparation of such
[abstract and such] form of subm ssion.

S 3. The opening paragraph of subdivision 1 of section 4-120 of the
el ection | aw, as anended by chapter 359 of the |aws of 1989, is anended
to read as foll ows:

The board of elections shall publish once in each of the two weeks
precedi ng a general election, or a special or village el ection conducted
by the board of elections, a notice specifying the day of the election,
and the public officers to be voted for within such county, or any part
t hereof at such election. [If constitutional anmendnments, or questions
are to be submitted to the voters of the state, the notice shall state
that fact and that a copy of each such anendnent or question may be
obtained at the board of elections, by any voter.] Such publication
shall be in two newspapers published within the county. If the county
contains a city or cities, at |east one of such newspapers shall be
published in the city, or the largest city, if there be nore than one.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 4. Subdivision 1 of section 4-128 of the election | aw, as anended by
chapter 489 of the laws of 2009, is amended to read as foll ows:

1. The board of elections of each county shall provide the requisite
nunber of official and facsinmle ballots, two cards of instruction to
voters in the form prescribed by the state board of elections, FIVE
COPI ES OF EACH BALLOT PAMPHLET, at |east one copy of the instruction
bookl et for inspectors, a sufficient nunmber of maps, street finders or
ot her descriptions of all of the polling places and election districts
within the county in which the polling place is |located to enable the
el ection inspectors and poll clerks to determne the correct election
district and polling place for each street address within the county in
which the polling place is |ocated, distance markers, tally sheets and
return blanks, pens, black ink, or ball point pens with black ink,
pencils having black |ead, envelopes for the ballots of voters whose
registration poll records are not in the |edger or whose nanmes are not
on the conputer generated registration list, envelopes for returns,
identification buttons, badges or enblens for the inspectors and clerks
in the formprescribed by the state board of elections and such other
articles of stationery as my be necessary for the proper conduct of
el ections, except that when a town, city or village holds an election
not conducted by the board of elections, the clerk of such town, city or
village, shall provide such official and facsimle ballots and the
necessary bl anks, supplies and stationery for such el ection.

S 5. Subdivision 4 of section 5-204 of the election law is REPEALED
and subdivisions 3, 5, 6, 7, 8 9 and 10 are renunbered subdi vi sions 2,
3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8.

S 6. Subdivision 2 of section 4-117 of the election law is REPEALED
and subdivision 3 is renunbered subdivision 2.

S 7. Article 7 of the election law is anended by adding a newtitle 3
to read as foll ows:

TITLE 111
BALLOT PAMPHLET
SECTI ON 7-300. LEGQ SLATI VE FI NDI NGS.
7-302. STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS TO PREPARE BALLOT PAMPHLET.
7-304. CONTENTS OF BALLOT PAMPHLET
7-306. PREPARATI ON OF BALLOT PROPCSAL MATERI ALS.
7-308. STATE | MMUNITY.
7-310. PRI NTI NG
7-312. DI STRI BUTI ON.
7-314. AUTHORI ZATI ON TO LOCAL COVMUNI TI ES.

S 7-300. LEG SLATIVE FINDINGS. THE LEG SLATURE HEREBY FINDS AND
DECLARES THAT THE PURPOSE OF THI S TI TLE AND OF THE BALLOT PAMPHLET IS TO
FULLY AND FAI RLY | NFORM THE ELECTORATE ABOUT THE | SSUES APPEARI NG ON THE
BALLOT. THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL UNDERTAKE | TS RESPONSI Bl L-
ITTES IN THE MANNER BEST CALCULATED TO AND ALL THE PROVI SI ONS HEREI N
SHALL BE CONSTRUED SO AS TO ACCOWPLI SH THAT GOAL.

S 7-302. STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS TO PREPARE BALLOT PAMPHLET. | T SHALL
BE THE DUTY OF THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS, HEREI NAFTER REFERRED TO AS
THE STATE BOARD, TO PREPARE AND DI STRI BUTE A BALLOT PAMPHLET, I N THE
MANNER SET OQUT IN THI'S TI TLE, FOR EVERY GENERAL ELECTION CONDUCTED |IN
THE STATE IN WH CH A BALLOT PROPCSAL IS ON THE BALLOT. NOT LATER THAN
JANUARY THI RTY-FI RST OF EACH YEAR, THE STATE BQARD SHALL FIX AND
ANNOUNCE THE DATES FOR ALL DEADLI NES PROVI DED FOR BY TH' S TI TLE

S 7-304. CONTENTS OF BALLOT PAMPHLET. EACH BALLOT PAMPHLET SHALL
CONTAI N THE FOLLOW NG MATERI AL AND NO OTHER MATERI AL. 1. AN | NTRODUCTORY
STATEMENT SHALL BE PREPARED BY THE STATE BOARD EXPLAI NI NG
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(A) THE DATE AND HOURS DURI NG WHI CH THE POLLS WLL BE OPEN FOR THE
GENERAL ELECTI ON;

(B) VOTER QUALI FI CATI ON REQUI REMENTS | N NEW YORK STATE;

(C) WHEN, WHERE, AND HOW TO REG STER TO VOTE;

(D) WHEN, WHERE AND HOW ABSENTEE BALLOTS ARE OBTAI NED AND USED;

(E) INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW TO VOTE, |NCLUDING THE USE OF AFFIDAVIT
BALLOTS; AND

(F) ANY OTHER GENERAL | NFORMATI ON ON VOTI NG DEEMED NECESSARY OR USEFUL
TO THE ELECTORATE OR OTHERW SE CONSI STENT W TH THE GOALS OF THI'S ARTI CLE
BY THE STATE BOARD.

2. THE FOLLON NG STATEMENT, PRI NTED | N BOLDFACE TYPE, SHALL FOLLOW THE
| NTRODUCTORY STATEMENT AND PRECEDE MATERIALS RELATED TO BALLOT
PROPCSALS:

| MPORTANT: TH' S PAMPHLET CONTAI NS | NFORMATI ON ONLY ON PROPCSALS WHI CH
W LL BE ON THE BALLOT STATEW DE. THERE MAY ALSO BE PROPOSALS OF LOCAL
INTEREST ON THE BALLOT IN YOUR COWMMUNITY. FOR | NFORMATI ON ON THESE
PROPCSALS, CONTACT YOUR LOCAL BOARD OF ELECTIONS AND SEE YOUR LOCAL
NEWSPAPER. THE ARGUMENTS FOR AND AGAI NST THE PROPOSALS DO NOT CONSTI -
TUTE ENDORSEMENT BY THE STATE OF NEW YORK, NOR DOES THE STATE CERTIFY
THE ACCURACY OR TRUTH OF ANY STATEMENT MADE | N THOSE MATERI ALS.

3. MATERI ALS SHALL BE PREPARED FOR EACH BALLOT PROPOSAL TO BE SUBM T-
TED TO A STATEW DE VOTE AT THE GENERAL ELECTI ON. SUCH MATERI ALS SHALL BE
PREPARED AS PRESCRI BED | N SECTI ON 7-306 OF TH'S TITLE, AND SHALL | NCLUDE
THE FOLLOW NG

(A) A TRUE COPY OF THE FORM OF THE BALLOT PROPCSAL, AS IT WLL APPEAR
ON THE BALLOT, SET OUT IN BOLDFACE OR I TALIC TYPE AT THE TOP OF THE
PAGE;

(B) A CONCISE, |MPARTIAL, AND UNDERSTANDABLE EXPLANATION, NOT TO
EXCEED FIVE HUNDRED WORDS, STATING THE NATURE AND EFFECT OF THE BALLOT
PROPCSAL;

(C) A STATEMENT NOT TO EXCEED THREE HUNDRED WORDS, OF THE MAJOR ARGU-
MENTS FOR | TS PASSAGE, CLEARLY LABELLED AS SUCH;

(D) A STATEMENT NOT TO EXCEED THREE HUNDRED WORDS, OF THE MAJOR ARGU-
MENTS AGAI NST | TS PASSAGE, CLEARLY LABELLED AS SUCH;

(E) THE FULL TEXT OF THE BALLOT PROPOSAL, WHI CH SHALL BE PRI NTED SO AS
TO | NDI CATE BY THE USE OF | TALI C TYPE THE MATTER | F ANY THAT WOULD BE
ADDED TO THE STATE CONSTI TUTI ON OF LAW AND BY THE USE OF BRACKETS THE
MATTER | F ANY THAT WOULD BE DELETED THEREFROM

(F) AN EXPLANATION OF SUCH USE OF ITALIC TYPE AND BRACKETS, AS
DESCRI BED | N PARAGRAPH (E) OF TH'S SUBDI VI SI O\,  AND

(G THE MEMBERS OF THE COWM TTEE THAT PREPARED THE MATERI ALS.

S 7-306. PREPARATION OF BALLOT PROPOSAL MATERIALS. 1. ALL MATERIALS
REQUI RED BY PARAGRAPHS (A), (E), (F) AND (G OF SUBDIVISION THREE OF
SECTION 7-304 OF THIS TITLE SHALL BE PREPARED BY THE STATE BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS, AND ALL MATERI ALS REQUI RED BY PARAGRAPHS (B), (C) AND (D) OF
SUBDI VI SION THREE OF SECTION 7-304 OF THI'S TI TLE W TH RESPECT TO EACH
BALLOT PROPCSAL, SHALL BE PREPARED BY A SEPARATE COWMM TTEE CONSI STI NG OF
SEVEN MEMBERS. THE MAJORI TY LEADER OF THE SENATE SHALL APPONT TWO
MEMBERS TO SERVE ON SUCH COMM TTEE. THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY SHALL
APPOI NT TWO MEMBERS TO SUCH COMM TTEE. THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE SENATE
AND THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE ASSEMBLY SHALL JO NTLY APPOI NT TWD ADDI -
TIONAL PERSONS TO SUCH COWM TTEE. | N MAKI NG THEI R APPOI NTMENTS, THE
MAJORI TY AND THE M NORI TY LEADERS OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE
ASSEMBLY AND THE M NORITY LEADER OF THE ASSEMBLY SHALL ENDEAVOR TO
CREATE A COWM TTEE W TH A BROAD RANGE OF OPINIONS ON THE MEASURE. THE
SEVENTH MEMBER SHALL BE THE ATTORNEY GENERAL AND SHALL SERVE AS THE
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CHAI RPERSON OF THE COW TTEE. VACANCI ES SHALL BE FILLED IN THE SAME
MANNER AS THE ORI G NAL APPO NTMENT. MEMBERS VWHO ARE NOT STATE OFFI CI ALS
SHALL BE ENTI TLED TO ACTUAL AND NECESSARY EXPENSES |INCURRED IN THE
PERFORMANCE COF THEI R DUTI ES.

2. THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL MAKE STAFF AVAI LABLE TO ASSI ST
THE COW TTEE I N CARRYI NG QUT | TS RESPONSI BI LI TI ES.

3. THE COW TTEE MJUST MEET W THI N TEN DAYS AFTER EACH PROPOSI TI ON  HAS
PASSED BOTH HOUSES OF THE LEGQ SLATURE TO DETERM NE WHO SHALL BE THE
PRI NCI PAL PROPONENTS AND OPPONENTS OF EACH MEASURE. SUCH PRI NCI PAL
PROPONENT OR OPPONENT MAY BE A MEMBER OF THE COMM TTEE OR ANY REQ STERED
VOTER I N THE STATE.

4. THE COW TTEE SHALL ANNOUNCE W TH SUCH NOTI CE AS THE STATE BQOARD
SHALL SPECI FY, | TS PRELI M NARY DRAFT OF THE EXPLANATORY STATEMENT AND
THE ARGUMENTS OPPOSI NG AND PROPOSI NG THE BALLOT PROPCSALS AS PROVI DED
FOR | N PARAGRAPHS (B), (C) AND (D) OF SUBDI VI SI ON THREE OF SECTI ON 7- 304
OF TH S TITLE, NOTI LATER THAN THE DATE FI XED BY THE STATE BOARD PURSUANT
TO THE PROVI SI ONS OF SECTION 7-302 OF THIS TI TLE. ANY PERSON NMNAY FILE
WTH THE COW TTEE A WRI TTEN STATEMENT OF SUGGESTED CHANGES AND ALL SUCH
STATEMENTS SUBM TTED NOT LATER THAN THE DATE FI XED BY THE STATE BQOARD
SHALL BE CONSI DERED BY SUCH COWM TTEE.

5. I N COWLI ANCE W TH PARAGRAPHS (C) AND (D) OF SUBDI VI SION THREE OF
SECTION 7-304 OF TH S TITLE, THE COW TTEE MAY SELECT NO MORE THAN TWO
ARGUVENTS ADVANCED BY PROPONENTS AND OPPONENTS OF EVERY MEASURE TO BE
SUBM TTED TO THE VOTERS. |F NO ARGUVENT | S DEEMED APPROPRI ATE FOR
SELECTI ON, THE COW TTEE MAY RESERVE THE RESPONSI Bl LI TY FOR COWPOSI TI ON
OF EITHER OR BOTH. I N MAKING | TS SELECTI ONS, THE COW TTEE SHALL 4G VE
PRI ORI TY TO ARGUMENTS ADVANCED BY ORGANI ZATI ONS OVER CONSI DERATI ON  OF
ARGUVENTS ADVANCED BY | NDI VI DUALS. THE STATE BOARD SHALL | NCLUDE I N THE
BALLOT PAMPHLET ON THE SAME PAGE AS THE PRI NTED ARGUMENT RELATI NG TO THE
MEASURE, THE NAME OF THE ORGANI ZATI ON, | F ANY, ADVANCING THE ARGUVMENT
AND WHETHER THE ARGUMENT SUPPORTS OR OPPOSES THE MEASURE. | F THE COW T-
TEE | TSELF HAS WRI TTEN THE ARGUMENT, A DI SCLAI MER | N SUBSTANTI ALLY THE
SAME FORM SHALL BE PRI NTED | MVEDI ATELY BELOW THE ARGUMENT:

THE PRI NTI NG OF THI S ARGUMENT DCES NOT CONSTI TUTE AN ENDORSEMENT BY
THE STATE OF NEW YORK, NOR DCES THE STATE WARRANT THE ACCURACY OR TRUTH
OF ANY STATEMENT MADE | N THE ARGUMENT.

6. THE COWM TTEE MAY REJECT A STATEMENT OR PORTI ONS THERECF, |F IT:

(A) CONTAINS ANY LANGUAGE THAT THE COW TTEE, AT ITS DI SCRETION, HAS
CONSTRUED NOT TO ACCOWPLI SH THE GOALS OF THI' S TI TLE;

(B) CONTAI NS ANY LANGUAGE WHI CH MAY NOT BE LEGALLY ClI RCULATED THROUGH
THE MAILS;, OR

(© 1S SUBM TTED AFTER THE DATE SPECI FI ED BY THE BOARD.

7. THEREAFTER, THE COW TTEE SHALL MAKE ANY CHANGES IN THE MATERI ALS
AS | T CONSIDERS PROPER AND SHALL FILE THE FI NAL SET OF MATERI ALS W TH
THE STATE BOARD NOT LATER THAN THE DATE SET BY SUCH BOARD PURSUANT TO
THE PROVI SIONS OF SECTION 7-302 OF TH'S TI TLE.

8. THE PRELI M NARY MATERI ALS AND THE FI NAL SET OF MATERI ALS SHALL BE
CONCURRED ON AND CERTI FI ED BY THE COW TTEE OR AT LEAST BY FOUR OF |ITS
MEMBERS. | F A MEMBER DOES NOT CONCUR, A STATEMENT SHALL SHOW ONLY THAT
HE DI SSENTS AND WHERE APPLI CABLE, THAT HE WAS APPO NTED AS A PROPONENT
OR OPPONENT OF THE MEASURE.

9. THE STATE BOARD SHALL CERTIFY AND MAKE PUBLI C THE FI NAL CONTENTS OF
THE BALLOT PAMPHLET NO LATER THAN SI XTY DAYS BEFORE THE ELECTI ON AT
VWH CH THE MEASURE | S TO APPEAR ON THE BALLOT.

S 7-308. STATE | MMUNITY. NO CAUSE OF ACTI ON SHALL ARISE AGAINST THE
STATE OF NEW YORK OR ANY ACGENCY OR EMPLOYEE THEREOF W TH RESPECT TO SUCH
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BALLOT PAMPHLET EXCEPT AS CAUSED BY THE NEGLI GENCE OR W LLFUL ACTS OF
THE STATE OR OF I TS AGENTS OR EMPLOYEES, NOR MAY A CAUSE OF ACTI ON ARI SE
AGAI NST THE STATE OF NEW YORK OR ANY ACGENCY OR EMPLOYEE THERECF BY
VI RTUE OF STATEMENTS PREPARED BY ANY COVWM TTEE CONSTI TUTED UNDER SECTI ON
7-306 OF THI S TI TLE.

S 7-310. PRINTING 1. THE STATE BOARD SHALL CAUSE THE BALLOT PAMPHLET
TO BE PRINTED IN AS LEG BLE A MANNER AS PGCSSI BLE CONSI STENT WTH THE
PURPOSE OF THI S TITLE. I N THE EVENT THAT THE STATE BOARD DETERM NES THAT
THE PRI NTI NG OF THE BALLOT PAVPHLET WOULD BE MORE EFFI CI ENT AND ECONOW
| CAL | F DONE BY THE LOCAL BOARDS OF ELECTI ONS, THE STATE BOARD | S HEREBY
AUTHORI ZED TO | NSTRUCT ALL BOARDS OF ELECTIONS TO PRINT THE BALLOT
PAVPHLET. SHOULD THE STATE BOARD SO | NSTRUCT THE BOARDS OF ELECTIONS, |IT
SHALL PROWTLY REI MBURSE EACH BOARD FOR THE ACTUAL COST OF PRODUCTI ON
I NCURRED BY SAI D BOARD.

2. THE STATE BOARD OR THE LOCAL BOARDS OF ELECTI ONS AS PROVI DED FOR I N
SUBDI VI SI ON ONE OF THI S SECTI ON, SHALL ALSO PREPARE AND CAUSE TO BE
PRI NTED, AND DI STRI BUTE TO SUCH VOTERS AS | T DEEMS APPROPRI ATE, A TRANS-
LATION OF THE BALLOT PAMPHLET |INTO SPANI SH AND ANY OTHER LANGUAGES
REQUI RED TO COVPLY W TH THE VOTI NG Rl GHTS ACT OF 1965, AS AMENDED.

S 7-312. DISTRIBUTION. 1. THERE SHALL BE NO CHARGE FOR SINGLE COPIES
OF THE BALLOT PAMPHLET.

2. IN EVERY GENERAL ELECTION IN VWH CH A BALLOT PROPCSAL |S ON THE
STATEW DE BALLOT, THE STATE BOARD SHALL CAUSE A COPY OF THE BALLOT
PAVPHLET TO BE DI STRIBUTED TO AT LEAST ONE REG STERED VOTER | N EACH
HOUSEHOLD. I N THE EVENT THE STATE BOARD DETERM NES THAT DI STRI BUTI ON OF
THE BALLOT PAMPHLET WOULD BE MORE EFFI Cl ENT AND ECONOM CAL | F DONE BY
THE LOCAL BOARDS OF ELECTI ONS, THE STATE BOARD | S HEREBY AUTHORI ZED TO
I NSTRUCT ALL BOARDS OF ELECTI ONS TO DI STRI BUTE THE BALLOT PAMPHLET TO AT
LEAST ONE REGQ STERED VOTER I N EACH HOUSEHOLD. SHOULD THE STATE BOARD SO
I NSTRUCT THE BOARDS OF ELECTIONS, | T SHALL PROVIDE A SUFFI Cl ENT NUMBER
OF BALLOT PAMPHLETS TO EACH BOARD OF ELECTI ONS AND SHALL PROWPTLY REI M
BURSE EACH BOARD FOR THE ACTUAL COST OF POSTAGE | NCURRED BY SAID BOARD
I N DI STRI BUTI NG THE PAVPHLET PROVI DED THAT SAlI D BOARD UTI LI ZE THE LOWEST
FEASI BLE POSTAGE RATE CHARGED BY THE UNI TED STATES POSTAL SERVI CE. THE
DI STRI BUTI ON OF THE BALLOT PAMPHLETS TO REAQ STERED VOTERS OR HOUSEHOLDS
SHALL BE MADE BETWEEN TWENTY AND FORTY DAYS BEFORE THE ELECTI ON TO WH CH
THEY PERTAI N.

3. SUFFI Cl ENT COPI ES SHALL ALSO BE PROVI DED TO BOARDS OF ELECTI ONS TO
PERM T EACH SUCH BOARD TO SUPPLY FI VE COPI ES TO EACH ELECTI ON DI STRI CT.

4. I N ADDI TI ON TO PROVI DI NG A SUFFI CI ENT NUMBER OF COPIES OF THE
PAVPHLET TO COWVPLY W TH SUBDI VI SIONS TWO AND THREE OF THI S SECTI ON, THE
STATE BOARD SHALL CAUSE TO BE PRI NTED AT LEAST FI FTY THOUSAND ADDI TI ONAL
COPI ES AND PROVI DE THEM TO THOSE PERSONS, ORGANI ZATI ONS AND OTHER ENTI -
TIES THAT REQUEST THEM AT NO CHARGE, PROVI DED THAT THE STATE BOARD NAY
| MPOSE A CHARGE FOR BULK ORDERS OF GREATER THAN FI VE COPI ES AND MAY  SET
LIMTS ON THE TOTAL NUMBER OF COPI ES THAT ANY SI NGLE | NDI VI DUAL, ORGAN-
I ZATI ON OR OTHER ENTI TY MAY OBTAI N UPON REQUEST.

S 7-314. AUTHORI ZATI ON TO LOCAL COVMUNI TI ES. THE LEGQ SLATI VE BODI ES OF
ALL G TIES, TOMNS AND COUNTI ES ARE HEREBY AUTHORI ZED TO ENACT LEG S-
LATI ON CONSI STENT WTH THE PROVISIONS OF THIS TI TLE VWH CH WOULD ENABLE
QUESTI ONS, PROPCSI TI ONS, AND | SSUES ON THE BALLOT IN SUCH CI TIES, TOMS
AND COUNTIES TO BE PRESENTED TO VOTERS BY MEANS OF A BALLOT PAMPHLET.
ANY SUCH PAMPHLET MAY, W TH THE APPROVAL OF THE STATE BOARD, BE MAILED
TOGETHER W TH THE STATEW DE BALLOT PAMPHLET. THE ADDI TI ONAL EXPENSE OF
PREPARI NG, PRI NTI NG AND DI STRI BUTI NG SUCH A PAVPHLET SHALL BE PAID BY
SUCH G TY, TOAN OR COUNTY.
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S 8. Subdivision 2 of section 16-100 of the election law is anmended to
read as follows:

2. The county court is vested with jurisdiction to summarily deter-
m ne any question of |law or fact except proceedings as to a nonination
or election at a primary el ection or a nomnation at a judicial conven-
tion, proceedings as to the <casting and canvass of ballots [and],
proceedi ngs for exam nation or preservation of ballots AND PROCEEDI NGS
AS TO THE CONTENTS OF STATEMENTS ON CONSTI TUTI ONAL AVENDMVENTS, QUESTI ONS
AND PROPGCSI Tl ONS.

S 9. The election law is amended by adding a new section 16-105 to
read as foll ows:

S 16-105. PROCEEDI NGS AS TO THE CONTENT OF BALLOT PAMPHLETS. 1. ANY
PERSON ELI G BLE TO VOTE ON ANY BALLOT PROPCSAL CONTAINED IN ANY BALLOT
PAMPHLET PREPARED PURSUANT TO Tl TLE THREE OF ARTI CLE SEVEN OF THI S CHAP-
TER MAY | NSTI TUTE A PROCEEDI NG AS TO THE FACTUAL ACCURACY OF STATEMENTS
ON CONSTI TUTI ONAL  AMENDMENTS, QUESTIONS AND PROPCSI TIONS.  ANY  SUCH
PROCEEDI NG SHALL BE BROUGHT |IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW
YORK, ALBANY COUNTY.

2. A PROCEEDI NG PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SION ONE OF THFS SECTION MJST BE
| NSTI TUTED NO LATER THAN TEN DAYS AFTER THE STATE BOARD CERTI FI ES THE
FI NAL CONTENTS OF THE BALLOT PAMPHLET. | F THE COURT FI NDS THAT THE FORM
AND CONTENTS DO NOT COWLY W TH THE REQUI REMENTS OF ARTI CLE SEVEN OF
TH S CHAPTER, OR FINDS BY CLEAR AND CONVINCING EVIDENCE THAT THE
LANGUAGE OF THE PAMPHLET IS FALSE OR M SLEADING | T SHALL ORDER SUCH
CHANGES AS | T DEEMS NECESSARY, PROVI DED THAT ANY CHANGES SO ORDERED W LL
NOT SUBSTANTI ALLY | NTERFERE W TH THE PRI NTI NG AND DI STRIBUTION OF THE
PAMPHLET AS REQUI RED BY LAW

3. A FINAL ORDER I N ANY PROCEEDI NG UNDER THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE MADE
| F POSSI BLE, AT LEAST FI FTY DAYS BEFORE THE GENERAL ELECTION FOR WH CH
THE PAMPHLET WAS PREPARED

S 10. On or before Mirch 1, two thousand seventeen the board of
el ections shall submt a report to the governor and the legislature
evaluating the effectiveness of ballot panphlets as a tool to increase
vot er awareness, registration and participation. Such report shal
include statistics on voter participation both before and after ball ot
panphl ets were distributed and findi ngs and recommendati ons on conti nu-
ing and inproving title Ill of article 7 of the election | aw

S 11. This act shall take effect April 1, 2013 and shall expire May 1,
2017, when wupon such date the provisions of this act shall be deened
r epeal ed.

REPEAL NOTE. - - Subdi visions 2 and 3 of section 4-116 of the election
| aw, proposed to be repealed by this act, provides for publication of
proposed constitutional anendnents.

Par agraphs ¢ and d of subdivision 1 of section 4-108 of the election
| aw, proposed to be repealed by this act, provide for a transmttal to
county boards of an abstract of proposed constitutional anendnents and
for the formof the proposed constitutional amendnent.

Subdivision 4 of section 5-204 of the election |aw, proposed to be
repeal ed by this act, provides for distribution of copies of proposed
constitutional anendnments and questions at |ocal registration.

Subdivision 2 of section 4-117 of the election | aw, proposed to be
repeal ed by this act, provides for nmailing copies of proposed constitu-
ti onal anmendnments and questions to regi stered voters.



